
Why Don You Fly Back Door To Beijing By
Bicycle
Have you ever thought about embarking on an extraordinary adventure that
combines a love for cycling and a passion for exploration? Well, we have a
fascinating proposition for you - flying backdoor to Beijing by bicycle! Strap on
your helmet and get ready to dive into a once-in-a-lifetime experience like no
other!

Imagine soaring through the sky, witnessing breathtaking views from above, and
then landing in one of the world's most vibrant and historical cities - Beijing.
Instead of hopping on a plane or a train to explore this ancient metropolis, you will
have the unique opportunity to hop on your bicycle and pedal your way through
the hidden gems on your journey back!

The Adventure Begins - Unveiling the Backdoor Route

Starting from Beijing, your adventure will commence by riding towards the Great
Wall of China. As you pedal along the wall, you will be mesmerized by its sheer
magnitude and historical significance. Feel the whispers of history carried by the
wind as you traverse this iconic structure.
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Continuing your journey, you will ride through quaint villages nestled against lush
green mountains. The route will take you along serene rivers, picturesque
landscapes, and authentic rural Chinese communities. This is your chance to
immerse yourself in the rich cultural tapestry of the ancient Silk Road.

En route to your destination back home, you will encounter diverse landscapes
that will leave you in awe. From the majestic mountains of the Tian Shan range to
the vast grasslands of Inner Mongolia, you will witness the mesmerizing beauty of
China's natural wonders.

Connecting with Nature and Cultures

By choosing to fly backdoor to Beijing by bicycle, you not only embark on an
exhilarating adventure but also have the opportunity to connect with nature and
immerse yourself in diverse cultures along the way.

As you pedal through rural villages, you will come across friendly locals eager to
share their customs, traditions, and mouthwatering regional cuisines. The
hospitality and warmth of the people you encounter will make your journey even
more memorable.

Moreover, this unique method of transportation allows you to truly appreciate the
natural beauty surrounding you. Feel the crisp mountain air on your face as you
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ascend challenging terrains, hear the roar of rivers cascading down, and witness
the awe-inspiring sunsets that paint the sky in vibrant hues.

A Journey of Self-Discovery

Embarking on such an incredible adventure has profound implications for
personal growth and self-discovery. As you conquer each kilometer, you will
realize the strength and resilience within you. Pushing your limits will not only
build physical endurance but also instill unmatched confidence and
determination.

Surrounded by the wonders of nature and cultural diversity, this journey offers
ample opportunities for introspection and contemplation. From the solitude of vast
landscapes to the encounters with people who live different lives, you will learn
valuable lessons about humility, empathy, and the universal human spirit.

The Ultimate Achievement - Arriving Back in Beijing

After weeks or even months of traversing mesmerizing landscapes and
connecting with diverse cultures, you will finally arrive back in the vibrant city of
Beijing. As you cruise through the bustling streets, you will have a newfound
appreciation for the city's historical significance juxtaposed with its modernity.

Arriving in Beijing by bicycle will give you a sense of accomplishment and
fulfillment that no other mode of transportation can. You will have completed a
journey that challenged your physical and mental boundaries, revealing your
resilience and sheer determination.

The idea of flying back door to Beijing by bicycle might sound unconventional, but
it promises an adventure of a lifetime. By immersing yourself in the diverse
landscapes, cultures, and self-discovery along the way, you will embark on a



transformative journey that is bound to remain etched in your memory forever. So
put on your cycling gear and get ready to embark on an extraordinary expedition!
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In May 2000 Chris Smith left his comfortable Worcestershire home, but instead of
cycling the routine twelve miles to work, he kept on pedalling.
Thirteen months later (having fallen off six times and worn out three sets of tyres,
three chains and two pairs of boots) he arrived in Beijing.

During a gruelling 16,500-mile examination of physical and mental stamina he
traversed scorching deserts, scaled lofty peaks, crossed mighty rivers and risked
extinction in the chaotic traffic of the cities. He ate and drank in roadside cafés in
the company of inquisitive lorry drivers and shared dormitories with farm hands
and mosquitoes in remote Chinese villages. He survived bugs, blizzards,
cockroaches, heat, hurricanes, sandstorms, cyclones, stone-throwing locals and
lunatic drivers. Sceptical western existentialism encountered religious fatalism in
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the cafés and teahouses of the Middle East and India during a physical and
spiritual journey that constantly raised questions about attitudes and values
widely taken for granted in the West.

‘Why Don’t You Fly?’ is the account of an epic quest to rediscover a misplaced
sense of identity in which exhilaration and exhaustion trade positions against a
backdrop of prodigious physical endeavour.

'Fascinating reading.' -- 'Limited Edition' Magazine

'Smith's smart, honest prose is crafted superbly and peppered with wonderful
moments of drama, dialogue and real humanity'. -- 'Asia and Away' Magazine
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