
Why Disability and the Problem of Evil Will
Change the Way You Think
Disability is a reality that affects millions of individuals around the world. It is a
condition that challenges not only physical abilities but also the very belief
systems that govern our understanding of the world. In this thought-provoking
article, we delve into the intricate relationship between disability and the problem
of evil, challenging conventional notions and offering a new perspective on this
complex issue. Brace yourselves, as this article will undoubtedly change the way
you think.

Understanding Disability: Beyond Physical Impairments

Disability is often wrongly understood as a mere physical impairment, leading to
the exclusion and marginalization of individuals living with disabilities. However,
to truly comprehend the impact of disability, we must expand our understanding
beyond physical limitations. Disability is an experience that encompasses various
aspects of life, including social, economic, and emotional dimensions.

Individuals living with disabilities face considerable challenges in their daily lives,
including accessibility barriers, limited employment opportunities, and societal
stigmatization. These obstacles hinder their integration into different spheres of
society and perpetuate inequality. Furthermore, the emotional toll experienced by
individuals with disabilities and their families cannot be disregarded. The physical
condition is only the tip of the iceberg, with invisible struggles lurking beneath the
surface.
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The Problem of Evil: A Philosophical Conundrum

The problem of evil is a philosophical dilemma that has puzzled human minds for
centuries. It questions the existence of evil in a world governed by an
omnibenevolent and omnipotent deity. If an all-loving and all-powerful god exists,
why does evil persist?

Traditionally, this dilemma has focused on the existence of moral evil, such as the
actions of individuals that cause harm and suffering. However, disability extends
this debate by introducing the concept of natural evil, which refers to suffering
caused by natural phenomena beyond human control. The presence of
disabilities challenges our understanding of an all-good god and forces us to
confront the paradoxes inherent in religious belief systems.

Disability as a Response to the Problem of Evil

Contrary to traditional interpretations, disability can be seen as an answer, rather
than a contradiction, to the problem of evil. By broadening our view of disability
and challenging societal norms, individuals with disabilities can serve as
advocates for change and catalysts for a more inclusive and compassionate
society.
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The experiences of individuals living with disabilities provide valuable insights into
the human condition, teaching us resilience, empathy, and acceptance. Through
their struggles, they offer a unique perspective on the challenges faced by
humanity as a whole. Disability is not a curse but an opportunity for growth and
understanding.

Redefining Our Notions of Good and Evil

The intertwined nature of disability and the problem of evil necessitates a
redefinition of our notions of good and evil. Instead of viewing disability as "less
than" or a deviation from the norm, we must reshape our understanding to
embrace diversity and appreciate the inherent worth of every individual.

The problem of evil forces us to question the idea of an all-powerful and all-good
god, urging us to seek alternative interpretations and reconcile our beliefs with
the realities we face. Disability challenges us to redefine our notions of perfection,
success, and worth, ultimately leading to a more inclusive and compassionate
society.

: Embracing the Complexity of Disability

Disability and the problem of evil are intertwined in a complex web of
philosophical, moral, and social dilemmas. To truly address this issue, we must
move beyond preconceived notions and engage in critical reflection. By viewing
disability as an opportunity for growth and redefining our understanding of good
and evil, we can pave the way for a more inclusive and compassionate society.

Change begins with a shift in perspective. Let disability and the problem of evil
challenge the way you think and propel you towards a more enlightened
understanding of the world we inhabit. Embrace the complexity and embrace the
change it brings.
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Living life with a disability can be difficult. It can be so difficult that many have
asked the question, "Why me, God?" In this work, Schmoll unpacks what has
been termed the problem of evil as it relates to disability from a theologically
conservative, Evangelical perspective. Bringing together the seemingly disparate
fields of disability studies, church history, and philosophy, he considers what it
means to have a disability, how prominent theologians have addressed disability,
and how to reconcile the problem of evil itself. Disability raises complex
questions, but Schmoll offers a compassionate and compelling response,
blending personal experience with academic study, to the charge that an all-
knowing, all-good, all-powerful God could not allow something like disability in the
world.
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