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Teaching English language learners can be a rewarding experience, but it also
comes with its own unique set of challenges. Understanding what students say
and what they truly mean can often be confusing, especially when dealing with
cultural and linguistic differences.
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In this article, we will explore the concept of "what they say, what they mean" and
discuss effective strategies for teaching English language learners. We will also
introduce Corwin Literacy, a renowned educational platform that offers valuable
resources and guidance for educators working with diverse student populations.
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What They Say, What They Mean

When interacting with English language learners (ELLs),it is essential to
recognize that their words may not always convey their intended message.
Different cultural backgrounds and native languages influence their
communication style and expression. Learning to decipher what students truly
mean, beyond their literal statements, is crucial for effective communication and
understanding.

For instance, an ELL might say, "I'm fine," when asked how they are feeling.
However, what they actually mean could range from "I'm having trouble
understanding the lesson" to "I'm feeling overwhelmed by the workload." By
identifying the underlying meaning behind their words, educators can provide
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appropriate support and guidance to help these students thrive academically and
emotionally.

Teaching Strategies

Now that we grasp the importance of deciphering what ELLs truly mean, let's
delve into some effective teaching strategies to enhance their language
acquisition and overall learning experience.

1. Active Listening

Active listening involves paying close attention to verbal and non-verbal cues
when interacting with ELLs. By assessing their body language and facial
expressions, educators can gain insights into their emotions and unexpressed
concerns. Encourage students to share their thoughts and feelings openly,
promoting an inclusive and supportive classroom environment.

2. Building Vocabulary

Vocabulary development is fundamental for ELLs to express themselves
accurately. Integrating engaging activities like word games, picture dictionaries,
and vocabulary-building exercises can help expand their lexicon. Additionally,
providing word banks and teaching context-specific vocabulary will empower
students to communicate effectively in different educational settings.

3. Cultural Awareness

Understanding and appreciating students' cultural backgrounds fosters a sense of
belonging and acceptance. Take time to learn about their traditions, customs, and
communication norms. Incorporate diverse cultural resources into the curriculum,
enabling students to see themselves reflected in their learning materials.

4. Differentiated Instruction



Adapting teaching methods to meet the needs of ELLs is essential for their
academic success. Employ a variety of instructional strategies, such as visual
aids, gestures, and manipulatives, that cater to different learning styles. Providing
multiple means of representation boosts comprehension and engagement among
students with varying language abilities.
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Corwin Literacy is a leading educational platform that specializes in providing
quality resources and professional development opportunities for educators. With
their extensive collection of books, webinars, and online courses, Corwin Literacy
equips teachers with the necessary tools to effectively teach English language
learners.

Through Corwin Literacy's offerings, educators can access research-based
strategies, practical tips, and real-life examples from experienced educators who
have successfully taught ELLs. The platform also focuses on fostering cultural
sensitivity and inclusive teaching practices, ensuring that educators can support
and empower their students fully.

Teaching English language learners requires a deep understanding of not only
their spoken words but also their underlying meanings and cultural nuances. By
employing effective teaching strategies and utilizing valuable resources such as
Corwin Literacy, educators can create enriching learning experiences that cater to
the diverse needs of ELLs.

Remember, it's not just what they say but what they truly mean that can make all
the difference in supporting these students on their educational journey.
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With the click of a mouse, anyone has access to the standards. So aligning our
instruction should be a snap. If only it were that simple . . . Jim Burke anticipated
the challenges and developed the Common Core Companion series for K-12. In
his next smart move, he deferred to the talents of Sharon Taberski to be author of
the K-2 volume.

What makes Sharon Taberski’s Common Core Companion "that version of the
standards you wish you had"? It’s the way Sharon translates each and every
standard for reading, writing, speaking and listening, language, and foundational
skills into the day-to-day "what you do": lesson ideas, best literacy practices,
grouping configurations, adaptations for ELLs, anchor charts, and so much more.

It’s all here, page by page:

The standards for literature and informational texts put side by side for easier
planning

More than a dozen teaching ideas for each standard

Recommendations on how to cultivate the habits of mind that are critical to
meeting the standards, including interpersonal skills, collaboration, and
perseverance

A glossary of academic language for each standard

Teaching suggestions for how to support ELL students
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Developmental debriefs to signal how you may need to adapt expectations to
meet students where they’re at

An online bank of graphic organizers, student reproducibles, sample
classroom charts, rubrics, and photos

Reproducible planning templates for each standard to help you map out
lessons, select books, generate key questions, and more

With more than 30 years of classroom experience in the primary grades and
years of consulting in schools nationwide, Sharon Taberski has a depth of
knowledge about what both students and teachers in this country need in order to
cultivate the win-win of high expectations and high engagement in K-2.  She is a
nationally recognized educator, author, and presenter, and a leader in the field of
early reading instruction. Her professional books and teaching materials have
revolutionized the way primary teachers approach reading and remain classics in
the field.
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When it comes to classic literary works, Dover Thrift Editions has
established itself as a reliable source for readers across the world. Two of
its acclaimed publications,...
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Critical Digital Pedagogy Collection:
Revolutionizing Education in the Digital Age
In today's rapidly evolving digital landscape, education has been greatly
impacted by the emergence of new technologies and pedagogical
approaches. Critical Digital...
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Embark on an incredible journey filled with captivating stories, awe-
inspiring destinations, and unforgettable adventures. Welcome to the
diary of a cruise ship...
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Trails for Outdoor Adventures
If you're an outdoor enthusiast looking for a thrilling adventure in Illinois,
look no further than the state's incredible rail trails. These former rail
lines, converted...

Child Exploitation: A Historical Overview And
Present Situation
Child exploitation is a grave issue that has plagued societies throughout
history. The abuse, mistreatment, and exploitation of children in various
forms...
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The Untold Story Of The 1909 Expedition To
Find The Legendary Ark Of The
Deep within the realms of legends and mythology lies the mysterious Ark
of the Covenant. Legends say that it holds immense power and is said to
be a divine testament of an...

Through The Looking Glass - A Wonderland
Adventure
Lewis Carroll, the pen name of Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, took us on an
unforgettable journey down the rabbit hole with his iconic novel...

Advances In Food Producing Systems For Arid
And Semiarid Lands
In the face of global warming and the increasing scarcity of water
resources, food production in arid and semiarid lands has become a
significant challenge. However, numerous...
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