
Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher: An Inspirational
Tale in the Deep Ocean

Are you ready to embark on a thrilling journey into the deep ocean? If you are a
fan of marine life, coming-of-age stories, and heartwarming tales of
perseverance, then Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher is a book that you shouldn't
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miss. This powerful novel takes readers on an emotional rollercoaster, as they
dive into the world of T.J. Jones and the healing power of connecting with whales.

The Story Behind Whale Talk

Published in 2001, Whale Talk is a novel that addresses themes of friendship,
race, identity, and social justice. Set in Cutter, Idaho, the story revolves around
the life of T.J. Jones, an outcast in his high school due to his mixed-race heritage
and unconventional upbringing.
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T.J. finds solace in swimming, where he coaxes whales through communication.
Inspired by this talent, the high school counselor creates the first-ever varsity
swim team in order to integrate the school. T.J. becomes the catalyst for change,
bringing together a diverse group of individuals who break through societal
barriers to form genuine friendships, overcome personal challenges, and
challenge the status quo.

The Author: Chris Crutcher
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The mastermind behind this captivating tale is renowned author Chris Crutcher.
Born in Dayton, Ohio, Crutcher has always been passionate about telling stories,
particularly those centered around complex teenage protagonists. Through his
writing, Crutcher tackles important issues that young adults face, shedding light
on topics such as bullying, sports, disabilities, and family dynamics.

Having worked as a teacher and family therapist, Crutcher draws on his
professional experiences to create realistic characters that resonate with readers.
His books have received numerous accolades, including the Margaret A.
Edwards Award and the ALA Best Books for Young Adults designation.

Whale Talk: A Journey of Self-Discovery

Whale Talk is not just a story about swimming and saving whales—it is a story
about finding one's identity and fighting for what is right. Crutcher expertly
weaves together multiple storylines to create a well-rounded narrative that keeps
readers engaged from start to finish.

The characters in Whale Talk are incredibly relatable. T.J. Jones, the protagonist,
struggles with being biracial in a predominantly white community. His
determination to form the swim team and unite his peers showcases his
resilience and desire for change.

Each member of the swim team brings their own unique struggles to the table,
such as racism, abuse, and low self-esteem. Through their bond, they find
strength and support, proving that together they can overcome any obstacle
thrown their way.

Relevance Today



Although Whale Talk was published almost two decades ago, its themes remain
relevant in today's society. The book addresses important issues like racial
discrimination, inclusion, and the power of teamwork—issues that are still
prevalent in schools and communities worldwide.

This inspiring piece of literature reminds readers that even in the face of
adversity, one person can make a difference. T.J. Jones teaches us the
importance of empathy, resilience, and the strength to stand up for what we
believe in, ultimately leaving a lasting impact on both the characters and readers
alike.

Whether you are a fan of coming-of-age stories or simply love marine life, Whale
Talk checks all the boxes. Chris Crutcher's engrossing narrative captivates
readers, while his skillful portrayal of complex characters brings important social
issues to the forefront.

By diving into the deep ocean of this remarkable novel, readers will not only gain
a newfound appreciation for the power of communication but also be inspired to
create positive change in their own lives and communities. So, grab a copy of
Whale Talk today and embark on a journey you won't soon forget!
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“A truly exceptional book.”—Washington Post

There's bad news and good news about the Cutter High School swim team. The
bad news is that they don't have a pool. The good news is that only one of them
can swim anyway. Bestselling author Chris Crutcher’s controversial and
acclaimed novel follows a group of outcasts as they take on inequality and
injustice in their high school.

"Crutcher's superior gifts as a storyteller and his background as a working
therapist combine to make magic in Whale Talk. The thread of truth in his fiction
reminds us that heroes can come in any shape, color, ability or size, and
friendship can bridge nearly any divide.”—Washington Post

T.J. Jones hates the blatant preferential treatment jocks receive at his high
school, and the reverence paid to the varsity lettermen. When he sees a member
of the wrestling team threatening an underclassman, T.J. decides he’s had
enough. He recruits some of the biggest misfits at Cutter High to form a swim
team. They may not have very much talent, but the All-Night Mermen prove to be
way more than T.J. anticipated. As the unlikely athletes move closer to their goal,
these new friends might learn that the journey is worth more than the reward. For
fans of Andrew Smith and Marieke Nijkamp.

"Crutcher offers an unusual yet resonant mixture of black comedy and tragedy
that lays bare the superficiality of the high-school scene. The book's shocking
climax will force readers to re-examine their own values and may cause them to
alter their perception of individuals pegged as 'losers.'"—Publishers Weekly
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An American Library Association Best Book for Young Adults
New York Public Library Books for the Teen Age

Features a new afterword by Chris Crutcher
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look no further than the state's incredible rail trails. These former rail
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