
Using Mentor Texts To Teach Standards
Based Language And Grammar In Grades
Mentor texts are invaluable tools for teaching language and grammar in grades.
These carefully selected pieces of literature provide an authentic context for
students to explore and practice the rules and conventions of language. By using
mentor texts to teach language and grammar, teachers can engage students in
meaningful, real-world writing activities that align with standards and promote a
deeper understanding of the English language.

The Power of Mentor Texts

One of the biggest challenges in teaching language and grammar is making the
content relevant and meaningful to students. Traditional grammar instruction
often involves isolated exercises and rote memorization, which can lead to
disengagement and a lack of transferable skills. This is where mentor texts come
in.

Mentor texts, which can be a variety of literary genres such as poems, essays,
short stories, or novels, serve as models for students to study and emulate.
These texts not only provide rich examples of language and grammar usage but
also expose students to different writing styles, tones, and perspectives. By
working with mentor texts, students can develop a sense of voice, improve their
writing fluency, and learn how to apply language and grammar rules in context.
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In addition to their impact on language and grammar skills, mentor texts also help
students build critical thinking, analysis, and interpretation skills. Through close
reading and discussion of these texts, students learn to identify and analyze
literary devices, rhetorical strategies, and authorial choices. This deep
understanding of how language works in different genres and contexts enhances
students' overall language proficiency and ability to communicate effectively.

Aligning Mentor Texts with Standards

When selecting mentor texts for language and grammar lessons, it is crucial to
choose texts that align with the specific standards and learning objectives of your
grade level. For each targeted skill, identify mentor texts that exemplify the
desired language and grammar usage. Look for texts that demonstrate a variety
of sentence structures, use figurative language, employ different verb tenses, or
showcase effective punctuation usage, depending on the focus of your lesson.

For example, if your goal is to teach students about compound sentences, select
mentor texts that contain well-constructed compound sentences that students can
analyze and imitate. Provide opportunities for students to identify coordinating
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conjunctions, sentence connectors, or transitions used in the mentor texts, and
encourage them to incorporate these elements into their own writing.

By aligning the mentor texts with specific standards, you ensure that your
language and grammar lessons are not just engaging but also directly address
the learning goals set by the curriculum.

Integrating Mentor Texts into Instruction

There are several ways to effectively integrate mentor texts into language and
grammar instruction:

1. Modeling

Begin by sharing the mentor text with your students and reading it aloud. As you
read, model how to analyze the text, pointing out specific examples of language
and grammar features that align with your targeted skills. Discuss the author's
choices and the impact they have on the effectiveness and fluency of the writing.
This modeling helps students understand how to analyze and apply language and
grammar rules in their own writing.

2. Close Reading

After the initial modeling, guide students through a close reading of the mentor
text. Break down the text into smaller chunks and have students examine
language and grammar features in each section. Encourage them to annotate the
text, highlighting examples of specific grammar rules or language devices.
Engage students in discussions about the author's style, the purpose of certain
language choices, and the effect they have on the overall meaning and tone of
the text.

3. Interactive Writing Activities



Once students have thoroughly analyzed the mentor text, provide opportunities
for them to actively engage with the language and grammar features through
interactive writing activities. For example, you can ask students to imitate a
specific sentence structure or writing style from the mentor text in their own
writing. Alternatively, create prompts or writing assignments that require students
to apply the targeted language or grammar rule in a creative or persuasive way.

These interactive writing activities foster a deeper understanding of language and
grammar rules, as students see firsthand how certain choices affect the clarity,
coherence, and persuasiveness of their writing.

4. Revision and Editing

Mentor texts can also be used as a tool for revision and editing. After students
have produced their initial drafts, have them revisit the mentor text to identify
areas in their writing that need improvement. Encourage students to compare
their work with the mentor text, identifying similarities and differences in their
language and grammar usage. Guide them in making revisions that align with the
targeted standards and learning objectives.

The Benefits of Mentor Texts

Using mentor texts to teach language and grammar in grades offers numerous
benefits for both teachers and students:

1. Relevance and Engagement

Mentor texts make language and grammar instruction relevant and engaging for
students, as they connect the learning to real-world examples of effective writing.
By using texts that resonate with students' interests and experiences, teachers
can create a sense of ownership and excitement around language and grammar
lessons.



2. Authentic Language Usage

Mentor texts provide students with exposure to authentic language usage in
different contexts and genres. By working with texts written by reputable authors,
students gain a better understanding of how language and grammar rules
function in meaningful and purposeful ways.

3. Transferable Skills

Through the analysis and imitation of mentor texts, students develop transferable
skills that they can apply to their own writing. The close examination of language
and grammar features in mentor texts helps students internalize the rules and
conventions, enabling them to use them effectively in various writing tasks.

4. Higher-order Thinking

Mentor texts promote higher-order thinking skills, such as critical analysis,
interpretation, and evaluation. By engaging with complex texts and discussing the
author's choices, students develop analytical and critical thinking abilities that
extend beyond language and grammar instruction.

5. Improved Writing Fluency

Working with mentor texts enhances students' writing fluency, as they learn to
imitate and experiment with different writing styles and structures. By exposing
students to well-crafted writing samples, teachers provide them with models to
emulate and inspire their own creativity.

6. Assessment and Feedback

Using mentor texts as the basis for language and grammar instruction allows
teachers to assess students' progress in a more authentic and meaningful way.
Teachers can provide feedback based on the specific language and grammar



features identified in the mentor text, helping students recognize and address
their areas of improvement.

,

Using mentor texts to teach language and grammar in grades is a powerful
instructional strategy that engages students, promotes authentic language usage,
and fosters higher-order thinking skills. By carefully selecting and integrating
mentor texts into instruction, teachers can create meaningful learning
experiences that align with standards and prepare students for effective
communication in the real world.
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Teaching grammar can be overwhelming and is often an overlooked part of
effective instruction. The Middle School Grammar Toolkit to the rescue! Now in its
second edition, this comprehensive guide makes grammar instruction fun and
meaningful.
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You will learn how to:

Teach grammar in a practical and applicable way by presenting each
grammar rule as a useful writing tool for students.

Use mentor texts—excerpts from great literature—to help students
understand grammar in action.

Promote metacognition along the way, so that students become responsible
for their own learning.

Implement innovative instructional strategies and tools aligned with Common
Core and other state standards.

Throughout the book, you’ll find step-by-step recommendations for teaching
grammatical concepts, such as understanding intensive pronouns, choosing
language that expresses ideas precisely, forming verbs in different moods, and
maintaining consistency in style and tone, and much, much more. Organized to
help students meet the Common Core State Standards and other state language
standards for Grades 6–8, the book includes tips addressing teaching for each of
these grades, classroom snapshots that show you the tools in action, and specific
instructional recommendations to engage students.

New! The second edition features revised classroom snapshots and exemplars to
showcase successful practices, and new flowcharts to visually represent
instructional recommendations. The expanded, free annotated bibliography is
updated to include contemporary, high-quality young adult literature and gives
examples of key grammatical concepts found in each work. These resources are
available as Supplemental Downloads on our website.
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