
Unveiling the Untold Tragedy: The Captivating
Story of the Disaster Off Martha's Vineyard
Hidden beneath the serene waters surrounding Martha's Vineyard lies a haunting
tale of tragedy and despair. A disaster that unfolded decades ago still echoes in
the hearts of those who remember. In this article, we will delve deep into the
intriguing story that permanently etched itself into the annals of maritime history.

to Martha's Vineyard

Martha's Vineyard, a picturesque island off the coast of Massachusetts, has long
been a haven for vacationers seeking respite from the chaos of everyday life.
With its charming beaches, quaint towns, and rich history, it is no wonder that this
island has become a beloved retreat.

However, beneath the tranquil surface lies a dark chapter that forever changed
the island's history.
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The Makings of a Disaster

It was a fateful day in the late summer of 1944 when tragedy struck. The U.S.
Navy warship SS Maheno was on a routine training mission with a crew of
seasoned sailors. Little did they know that this unassuming voyage would end in
catastrophe.

As the sun began to set, a powerful storm brewed on the horizon. The crew, well-
versed in maritime navigation, braced themselves for what lay ahead. However,
nothing could have prepared them for the treacherous waters that lay before
them.

The Nightmare Unfolds

The storm raged mercilessly as the Maheno battled the colossal waves. The crew
fought valiantly against the tempestuous sea, navigating through the darkness
with dwindling hope. The unforgiving nature of the Atlantic Ocean seemed
determined to claim its victims that night.

Despite their tireless efforts, the crew's fate was sealed. The mighty warship
succumbed to the forces of nature, plunging into the watery abyss with an
anguished cry. The silence that followed was deafening, as Martha's Vineyard
mourned the lives lost that fateful night.

The Aftermath

News of the tragedy spread like wildfire, engulfing the island in grief and despair.
Families anxiously awaited any updates, clinging to the hope that their loved ones
would miraculously return unscathed. But as the days turned into weeks, hope
dimmed, and the reality of the disaster sank in.



Efforts to recover the wreckage proved to be challenging, with the treacherous
waters offering little reprieve. Riddled with haunting memories, Martha's Vineyard
bore witness to the remnants of the ill-fated vessel, a constant reminder of the
tragedy that befell its shores.

Legacy and Remembrance

The disaster off Martha's Vineyard left an indelible mark on the island's history.
Memorial services and remembrance ceremonies are held annually to honor the
lives lost and to offer solace to the grieving families. The memory of that fateful
night serves as a reminder of the unpredictable nature of the sea and the
sacrifices made by those who ventured into its depths.

The disaster off Martha's Vineyard is a haunting tale that weaves together the
resilience of the human spirit and the unpredictable forces of nature. It serves as
a poignant reminder of the fragility of life and the enduring power of
remembrance.

As the island continues to enchant visitors with its beauty, let us not forget the
tragedy that occurred beneath its tranquil waters. The story of the disaster off
Martha's Vineyard deserves to be told, honoring the lives lost and reminding us of
the perils that lie hidden beneath the surface.
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With its rocky coast and treacherous shoals, shipwrecks were a common
occurrence in nineteenth-century Massachusetts. Few claimed as many lives as
the City of Columbus. The night was clear and the route familiar for Captain
Schuyler Wright and his experienced crew as they sailed a ship equipped with the
latest technology. Yet with all this, the City of Columbus went down with 103
souls. Over a century later, Eric Takakjian and the Quest Marine Services team
located the wreckage of the City of Columbus on the north ledge of the Devil's
Bridge, off the southern tip of Gay Head. Historian Thomas Dresser takes us into
the icy waters of the Atlantic as he recounts the terrible chain of events that led to
disaster on that fateful night.
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