
Unveiling the Mysterious Rationality: Cracking
the Code Behind Human Decisions
Have you ever wondered why humans behave in certain ways? Why are some
decisions logical and others seem completely irrational? The realm of human
rationality is a fascinating topic that has intrigued psychologists, scientists, and
philosophers for centuries. In this article, we will delve into the depths of
understanding why and how people are rational.

The Rationality Puzzle: Debunking Our Biases

Human beings pride themselves on their ability to make rational decisions, basing
them on facts, evidence, and logic. However, the reality is far more complex. Our
decision-making is often influenced by unconscious biases that shape our
thoughts and actions. These biases can lead us astray and result in seemingly
irrational choices.

One prominent example of such bias is the confirmation bias. When faced with
information that conflicts with our existing beliefs or opinions, we tend to favor
information that confirms our preconceived notions. This biased processing of
information can hinder our ability to make fully rational decisions.
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Another cognitive bias is the availability heuristic, wherein we rely heavily on
immediate examples or instances that come to mind when making judgments or
assessing probabilities. For example, if we witness a plane crash on the news,
we might develop an irrational fear of flying, despite the fact that statistically, air
travel is much safer than other means of transportation.

The Dual-Process Theory: Unveiling the Mind's Inner Workings

Psychologists propose the dual-process theory to explain the rationality behind
human decision-making. This theory suggests that our minds operate using two
distinct processes: the intuitive, automatic, and fast-thinking system (often
referred to as System 1) and the reflective, deliberative, and slow-thinking system
(known as System 2).

System 1 is responsible for our quick, gut reactions and relies heavily on
heuristics and biases, allowing us to make rapid decisions without much effort.
On the other hand, System 2 is the conscious and deliberate part of our thinking,
engaging in logical reasoning and critically evaluating information.

The interaction between these two systems determines the rationality of our
decisions. While System 1 may lead to biases and errors, System 2 can override
these biases by engaging in careful analysis and reasoning. Understanding this
interplay can help us recognize and mitigate our biases in decision-making
processes.

The Role of Emotions: The Rationality-Emotion Connection
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Emotions play a significant role in our decision-making processes, often
intertwining with rationality in unexpected ways. Traditionally, emotions were seen
as irrational and interfering with rational thinking. However, recent research
suggests that emotions can enhance decision-making by providing valuable
information and insights.

Studies have shown that people with impaired emotional responses, such as
those with certain brain injuries, struggle to make rational choices. This indicates
that emotions might indeed be crucial in guiding our reasoning and judgments.

Moreover, emotions can influence our preferences and priorities, leading us to
make decisions that align with our emotional states. For example, if we are
feeling happy, we might be more inclined to take risks, whereas when we are sad,
we may display a more cautious approach.

Cultivating Rationality: Nurturing Critical Thinking Skills

Understanding that human rationality is not an innate trait but a skill that can be
developed, it becomes crucial to nurture critical thinking skills. Critical thinking
involves questioning assumptions, analyzing evidence, and evaluating arguments
in a logical and systematic manner.

Education systems and institutions can play a pivotal role in fostering critical
thinking skills. By integrating critical thinking into curricula and promoting
evidence-based reasoning, we can empower individuals to make more informed
and rational decisions.

Additionally, individuals can actively engage in activities that enhance their critical
thinking abilities. Engaging in debates, solving complex problems, and seeking
diverse perspectives can all contribute to honing our rationality. By becoming



aware of our biases and actively challenging them, we can improve our decision-
making processes.

The Path to Rationality: Embracing Cognitive Biases and Emotional
Influences

While it may seem counterintuitive, acknowledging our cognitive biases and
emotional influences can paradoxically lead us closer to rationality. By
understanding the intricacies of how our minds work, we can develop strategies
to compensate for our biases and make more rational choices.

The journey towards rationality is an ongoing process. It requires self-reflection,
continuous learning, and a willingness to put in the effort to challenge our natural
intuitions. By embracing our cognitive biases and emotional influences, we can
navigate the complexities of decision-making with greater clarity and precision.

Understanding why and how people are rational is a multifaceted exploration of
the human mind. We are not always as rational as we believe, with biases and
emotions affecting our decision-making processes. However, by acknowledging
these influences and actively nurturing our critical thinking skills, we can strive
towards making more rational choices.

Intriguingly, our journey towards rationality is an ongoing process, as our minds
continually evolve and adapt. By unraveling the mysteries of our cognitive biases
and emotional influences, we can unlock the true potential of rationality. By doing
so, we embark on a path of self-improvement, where our decisions align more
closely with evidence, logic, and reason.
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In a time when many people are cynical about truth and rational argument, Ray
Scott Percival topples erroneous presuppositions behind notions such as a "Post-
Truth" society. The Myth of the Closed Mind is a deep weapons-grade assault on
the ubiquitous idea that we are impotent when it comes to defending the role of
critical debate in civilised society against, for example, the anti-intellectual
cajoling and goadings of "Political Correctness" and "Identity Politics". The Myth
of the Closed Mind is not just a tool-kit for use in argumentation. But anyone who
reads it will be able to design better rhetorical containers for their logical cases.
You will see that logic and rhetoric are compatible, just as Socrates maintained. A
truth cherished in a poem is still a truth. Rather, the book is an explanation why
those who still believe in free speech and logical argument can feel confident that
truth and logic enhance persuasion precisely because they are sound.  "It's like
talking to a brick wall" and "We'll have to agree to disagree" are popular sayings
referring to the frustrating experience of discussing issues with people who seem
to be beyond the reach of argument.
It's often claimed that some people--fundamentalists or fanatics--are indeed
sealed off from rational criticism. And every month new pop psychology books
appear, describing the dumb ways ordinary people make decisions, as revealed
by psychological experiments. The is that all or most people are fundamentally
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irrational.
Ray Scott Percival sets out to demolish the whole notion of the closed mind and
of human irrationality. There is a difference between making mistakes and being
irrational. Though humans are prone to mistakes, they remain rational. In fact,
making mistakes is a sign of rationality: a totally non-rational entity could not
make a mistake.
Rationality does not mean absence of error; it means the possibility of correcting
error in the light of criticism. In this sense, all human beliefs are rational: they are
all vulnerable to being abandoned when shown to be faulty.
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