
Unveiling the Mysteries of Contemporary
Maya Ajqijab in Quetzaltenango, Guatemala
Quetzaltenango, also known as Xela, is a vibrant city in the western highlands of
Guatemala. Nestled among majestic mountains and surrounded by indigenous
communities, it is a place that holds profound cultural significance. At the heart of
this cultural tapestry is the community of Contemporary Maya Ajqijab, who serve
as spiritual leaders, healers, and guardians of ancient traditions.

The Spiritual Legacy

The Contemporary Maya Ajqijab are descendants of the ancient Maya civilization
that flourished in Mesoamerica for thousands of years. Their roots can be traced
back to a time when the Maya revered the natural world, performed complex
rituals, and sought harmony with the universe.

Despite the Spanish conquest, which brought Catholicism to the region, the Maya
managed to preserve their rich spiritual heritage. Today, the Ajqijab maintain a
delicate balance between indigenous beliefs and Catholic rituals, showcasing a
unique blend of traditions that reflects the resilience and adaptability of the Maya
people.
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The Role of the Ajqijab

Within the community, the Ajqijab play an integral role in guiding and shaping the
spiritual, social, and emotional well-being of their people. They serve as
intermediaries between humans and the divine, seeking to maintain harmony and
balance in all aspects of life.

One of the fundamental duties of the Ajqijab is divination, a practice that involves
communicating with supernatural beings and interpreting signs and omens. They
use various tools such as sacred stones, tarot cards, and ceremonial fire to gain
insights into the past, present, and future.

In addition to divination, the Ajqijab perform sacred rituals and ceremonies to
honor the gods and ancestors. These rituals involve offerings of flowers, incense,
and food, as well as chanting and dancing. Through these rituals, the Ajqijab
establish a connection with the spiritual realm and seek blessings, protection, and
guidance for their community.

Transitioning to the Contemporary World

While the traditions of the Ajqijab have deep historical roots, they are not
stagnant. In the face of modern challenges and changing times, the Ajqijab have
adapted their practices to remain relevant and accessible to contemporary Maya
communities.
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Today, many Ajqijab incorporate elements of alternative medicine, such as herbal
remedies and energy healing, into their spiritual practices. They recognize the
importance of physical and mental well-being, and strive to provide holistic
support to their community members.

Furthermore, some Ajqijab have embraced technology and social media to
spread awareness about their traditions and engage with a wider audience. They
share their knowledge, experiences, and teachings online, bridging the gap
between the past and the present in a digital landscape.

The Challenges and Revival

Despite their perseverance and resilience, the Contemporary Maya Ajqijab face
numerous challenges in preserving and reviving their ancestral traditions.
Globalization, migration, and the influence of Western culture have led to a
gradual decline in the practice of traditional rituals and ceremonies.

However, there is a renewed interest among younger generations to reconnect
with their roots and preserve their cultural identity. Efforts are being made to
revive traditional practices and pass on the wisdom of the Ajqijab to future
generations. Cultural centers and educational programs have emerged, providing
a space for learning and practicing Maya spirituality.

These initiatives not only empower the Ajqijab, but also contribute to the
revitalization of indigenous languages, art, and music. They serve as a reminder
of the richness and diversity of the Maya culture, ensuring that its legacy
continues to thrive for years to come.

Visiting Quetzaltenango and Connecting with the Ajqijab



If you find yourself drawn to the mystique of Quetzaltenango and the spiritual
traditions of the Maya, consider immersing yourself in the local culture and
connecting with the Ajqijab. Many community-based organizations offer cultural
exchange programs and guided tours that provide an authentic and respectful
experience.

As you embark on this journey, approach it with an open mind and a willingness
to learn. Respect the rituals, customs, and beliefs of the Ajqijab, and engage in
meaningful conversations to gain a deeper understanding of their spiritual
practices.

By supporting the Ajqijab and participating in their cultural activities, you not only
contribute to the preservation of their traditions but also build bridges of friendship
and understanding.

In Quetzaltenango, Guatemala, the Contemporary Maya Ajqijab embody the
enduring spirit and wisdom of the ancient Maya civilization. As spiritual leaders
and guardians of ancestral traditions, they play a vital role in nurturing the cultural
identity of the Maya people.

Through their divination, rituals, and adaptability to the contemporary world, the
Ajqijab demonstrate the resilience and dynamism of Maya spirituality. They carry
the torch of tradition, passing it on to younger generations and reviving interest in
indigenous practices.

As visitors, let us approach the Ajqijab with humility, curiosity, and respect. By
engaging with them genuinely, we can forge meaningful connections and
contribute to the preservation of their invaluable cultural heritage.
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In Balancing the World, the author illuminates what an ajq’ij, or «daykeeper», is
by presenting material he collected in a series of interviews with practitioners of
Maya spirituality. Frequently labeled as Maya priests, shamans, spiritual guides,
or even witches, the men and women called ajq’ijab do a variety of work to help
their visitors, their ancestors, the spirits and the world itself. Nine interviewees
from the Quetzaltenango area in the Guatemalan highlands tell about how they
cure and avert illness, perform divinations, communicate with the ancestors and
do their part in balancing the world. Most of them agree that they have been
chosen for this responsibility and they see it as both a gift and a burden.
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