
Unlocking the Secrets: An Essay on Animality
and Human Nature in Derrida
In today's world, where discussions about human nature and our relationship with
the animal kingdom are more relevant than ever, exploring the insights of
renowned philosopher Jacques Derrida becomes essential. Derrida, known for
his deconstructive approach to philosophical concepts, offers a unique
perspective on animality and human nature. In this essay, we will delve deep into
the complexities of this topic, uncovering hidden meanings and shedding light on
the intricate web of connections between humanity and the animal world.

NOTE: The following essay discusses complex philosophical ideas.
Readers are encouraged to have some familiarity with Derrida's work, as it
will enhance their understanding and appreciation of the subject matter.

: Unmasking the Boundaries

When we think of humans and animals, we tend to draw distinct boundaries
between the two. But what if these boundaries are not as clear-cut as we have
come to believe? Derrida challenges us to question the very foundations of this
separation and consider the interconnectedness of all living beings. His ideas
disrupt established hierarchies and dismantle the superiority of human beings
over animals, offering a fresh perspective on the intricate relationship between
animality and human nature.
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The Deconstruction of Dualisms

Derrida's approach begins by challenging dualistic thinking, the idea that
everything can be neatly categorized into binary oppositions. According to him,
our understanding of animality and human nature is limited by these rigid
categorizations. Through deconstruction, Derrida encourages us to dismantle
these binary oppositions and explore the blurry boundaries that exist between
human and animal characteristics.

His concept of "différance" suggests that meaning is defined by differences
instead of fixed oppositions. Applying this idea to animality and human nature, we
start to see a spectrum where distinct categorizations blur into a continuous flow
of interconnected traits. Hence, a reimagining of what constitutes "human" and
"animal" becomes necessary.

The Animal Within: Tracing our Ancestry and Primordial Selves

Derrida invites us to reflect on our shared ancestry with the animal kingdom. He
argues that humans are not only distinct from animals but also deeply intertwined
with them at a fundamental level. Through this lens, we can explore the ways in
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which our behavior, instincts, and primal desires resonate with those of our
animal counterparts.

The notion of "l'animal autobiographique" introduces the idea that animality
resides within us, existing as an inseparable part of our being. By acknowledging
this animal within, we can gain a deeper understanding of our own nature and the
motives driving our actions. Our connection to animality allows us to embrace
empathy and compassion for both human and non-human creatures.

The Ethical Implications: Rethinking our Treatment of Animals

Derrida's ideas on animality push us to reevaluate our ethical and moral
obligations toward animals. By challenging the perceived superiority of humans
over animals, he urges us to adopt a more compassionate stance and recognize
the inherent value of all living beings.

This new perspective has profound implications for our treatment of animals and
our responsibility as custodians of the natural world. It prompts us to question the
ethical justifications for exploiting animals, whether in factory farming, medical
testing, or entertainment industries. Derrida's ideas encourage us to strive for a
more harmonious coexistence with the animal kingdom, acknowledging the
interconnectedness of all life forms.

: Embracing the Animal Within

Derrida's exploration of animality and human nature challenges us to rethink our
understanding of ourselves and our relationship with the animal kingdom. By
unraveling the complexities of these concepts, he invites us to embrace the
animal within and reconnect with our shared origins. This deeper understanding
has the potential to reshape our interactions with animals and open the door to a
more compassionate and sustainable future.



In today's world, where environmental concerns and animal welfare are pressing
issues, Derrida's insights are more relevant than ever. By pondering the
boundaries between humans and animals, we can unveil a profound
interconnectedness that defines our existence. Let us heed Derrida's call to
acknowledge the animality within us and strive for a world that recognizes the
inherent value of all living beings.
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Derrida wrote extensively on "the question of the animal." In particular, he
challenged Heidegger's, Husserl's, and other philosophers' work on the subject,
questioning their phenomenological criteria for distinguishing humans from
animals. Examining a range of Derrida's writings, including his most recent
L'animal que donc je suis, as well as Aporias, Of Spirit, Rams, and Rogues,
Leonard Lawlor reconstructs a portrait of Derrida's views on animality and their
intimate connection to his thinking on ethics, names and singularity, sovereignty,
and the notion of a common world.

Derrida believed that humans and animals cannot be substantially separated, yet
neither do they form a continuous species. Instead, in his "staggered analogy,"
Derrida asserts that all living beings are weak and therefore capable of suffering.
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This controversial claim both refuted the notion that humans and animals possess
autonomy and contradicted the assumption that they possess the trait of
machinery. However, it does offer the foundation for an argument-which Lawlor
brilliantly and passionately defines in his book-in which humans are able to will
this weakness into a kind of unconditional hospitality. Humans are not strong
enough to keep themselves separate from animals. In other words, we are too
weak to keep animals from entering into our sphere. Lawlor's argument is a bold
approach to remedying "the problem of the worst," or the complete extermination
of life, which is fast becoming a reality.
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