Unlocking the Enigmatic World of Displaced
Allegories: Exploring Post-Revolutionary
Iranian Cinema

Over the past few decades, Iranian cinema has garnered international acclaim
and attention, captivating audiences worldwide with its unique storytelling and
thought-provoking narratives. One particular aspect that sets it apart is the use of
displaced allegories, a technique that adds layers of hidden meanings to the
films. In this article, we will dive deep into the realm of post-revolutionary Iranian

cinema and uncover the fascinating world of displaced allegories.

The Genesis of Post-Revolutionary Iranian Cinema

The 1979 Iranian Revolution brought about significant changes that deeply
impacted all aspects of Iranian society, including the film industry. With the
establishment of the Islamic Republic, Iran experienced a cultural and artistic
shift, leading to a wave of filmmakers who sought to redefine cinema in the post-

revolutionary era.

Post-revolutionary Iranian cinema emerged as a powerful medium of expression,
combining social commentary with astute storytelling. This new breed of
filmmakers embraced displaced allegories as a tool to convey their messages

discreetly, navigating through the strict censorship prevalent at the time.
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Understanding Displaced Allegories

Displaced allegories refer to symbolic narratives that convey hidden meanings
through metaphors and subtle imagery. In post-revolutionary Iranian cinema,
these allegories are often used as a creative response to the limitations imposed

by the authorities.

While the surface-level plot may revolve around seemingly simple stories, the
subtext holds a deeper, often political or social, commentary. By disguising the
actual message within the allegorical framework, filmmakers were able to

successfully bypass censorship and bring their stories to the screen.

Exploring Themes and Motifs

Post-revolutionary Iranian cinema covers a wide range of themes and motifs,
each carrying a specific subtext within the displaced allegory. Let's take a closer

look at some prominent examples:

The Veil as Allegory

One of the most recurring motifs in Iranian cinema is the symbolism of the veil.

Often used as a metaphor for oppression and confinement, the veil represents
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the struggles faced by women in the male-dominated society. Through displaced
allegories, filmmakers shed light on the inherent restrictions imposed on women,

offering a nuanced critique of societal norms and expectations.

Childhood Innocence

Another prevalent theme in post-revolutionary Iranian cinema is the exploration of
childhood innocence and the impact of social and political upheavals on young
lives. Displaced allegories allow filmmakers to depict the innocence of children
caught up in the complex realities of their surroundings. By using these
allegories, they can subtly address the consequences of war, strict ideologies,

and societal pressures, among other things.

Metaphors of Space

Displaced allegories in Iranian cinema also frequently employ metaphors of
space to convey larger sociopolitical messages. By exploring physical
boundaries, such as closed rooms or isolated locations, flmmakers depict the
oppressive nature of a society where freedoms and choices are limited. These
spatial allegories provide insightful commentary on the impact of political systems

on individuals and the struggles faced in such environments.

The Impact and Legacy

Post-revolutionary Iranian cinema, with its masterful use of displaced allegories,
has left a lasting impact on the international film scene. Filmmakers such as
Abbas Kiarostami, Jafar Panahi, and Asghar Farhadi have gained global

recognition for their ability to combine artistry and social critique seamlessly.

These films have not only entertained audiences but also initiated conversations
about societal issues, challenging existing norms and perceptions. Through their

creative vision and the ingenious use of displaced allegories, Iranian filmmakers



have paved the way for a new form of cinematic expression, inspiring artists

worldwide.

Displaced allegories in post-revolutionary Iranian cinema have provided a
medium for artists to navigate the complexities of censorship and express their
nuanced perspectives. These allegories, rich with symbolism and hidden
meanings, have allowed filmmakers to tell powerful stories without compromising

their creative vision.

The legacy of post-revolutionary Iranian cinema continues to thrive, captivating
audiences with its thought-provoking narratives. By pushing boundaries and
utilizing displaced allegories, Iranian flmmakers have created an enduring artistic

movement that resonates globally.
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Following the 1979 Iranian Revolution, Iran’s film industry, in conforming to the
Islamic Republic’s system of modesty, had to ensure that women on-screen were
veiled from the view of men. This prevented Iranian filmmakers from making use

of the desiring gaze, a staple cinematic system of looking. In Displaced Allegories
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Negar Mottahedeh shows that post-Revolutionary Iranian filmmakers were forced
to create a new visual language for conveying meaning to audiences. She argues
that the Iranian film industry found creative ground not in the negation of
government regulations but in the camera’s adoption of the modest, averted
gaze. In the process, the filmic techniques and cinematic technologies were
gendered as feminine and the national cinema was produced as a woman’s

cinema.

Mottahedeh asserts that, in response to the prohibitions against the desiring look,
a new narrative cinema emerged as the displaced allegory of the constraints on
the post-Revolutionary Iranian film industry. Allegorical commentary was not
developed in the explicit content of cinematic narratives but through formal
innovations. Offering close readings of the work of the nationally popular and
internationally renowned Iranian auteurs Bahram Bayza'i, Abbas Kiarostami, and
Mohsen Makhmalbaf, Mottahedeh illuminates the formal codes and conventions
of post-Revolutionary Iranian films. She insists that such analyses of cinema’s
visual codes and conventions are crucial to the study of international film. As
Mottahedeh points out, the discipline of film studies has traditionally seen film as
a medium that communicates globally because of its dependence on a
(Hollywood) visual language assumed to be universal and legible across national
boundaries. Displaced Allegories demonstrates that visual language is not
necessarily universal; it is sometimes deeply informed by national culture and

politics.
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