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ALEXANDER
THE GREAT

Tom McGowen

: The Legendary Empire of Alexander the Great

Alexander the Great, a name that invokes images of grandeur, conquest, and a

kingdom that stretched across three continents. Born in 356 BC in Pella,
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Macedonia, Alexander would go on to leave an indelible mark in history through
his military prowess and extraordinary leadership abilities. His empire, which
encompassed Greece, Egypt, Persia, and parts of India, was a testament to his

strategic brilliance and unmatched ambition.
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Alexander's military achievements did not come without challenges. His journey

to power began after the assassination of his father, King Philip Il of Macedonia,
in 336 BC. At the young age of 20, Alexander took the throne and immediately

embarked on a mission to avenge his father's murder and expand his empire.

Against all odds, Alexander proved to be an exceptional military commander. His
strategic genius was demonstrated in battles such as the Granicus River, Issus,

and Gaugamela, where he defeated the much larger Persian armies led by King
Darius Ill. With each victory, his empire grew, and his armies became more

formidable.

The Persian Campaign and Beyond
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The war for the Alexander the Great empire reached its peak during the Persian

campaign. Alexander's relentless pursuit of Darius Ill and his desire to expand his

domain into Persia led to a series of intense battles.

The Battle of Issus in 333 BC was a significant turning point in Alexander's

conquests. Despite being outnumbered, Alexander's strategic maneuvers helped
him secure a decisive victory, capturing Darius Ill's family and forcing him to flee.
This victory further fueled Alexander's ambition to conquer the Persian Empire in

its entirety.

Alexander's Military Tactics and Innovations
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One cannot discuss the war for the Alexander the Great empire without delving
into his military tactics and innovations. Alexander revolutionized ancient warfare
by introducing new strategies and technologies that paved the way for future

military leaders.

He understood the importance of mobility on the battlefield and utilized the
cavalry effectively. His use of the companion cavalry, a formidable force of highly
skilled horsemen, played a crucial role in his victories. Alexander also relied on
the phalanx, a military formation composed of spearmen, to hold the enemy's line

and create opportunities for breakthroughs.

Impact on Ancient Warfare and Civilization
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Alexander's conquests not only shaped the geopolitical landscape of his time but
also left a lasting impact on ancient warfare and civilization. His empire became a
melting pot of different cultures, fostering the exchange of knowledge, ideas, and

traditions.

Alexandria, the city founded by Alexander in Egypt, became a center of learning
and intellectual discourse. It housed the famous Library of Alexandria, which
contained a vast collection of books and manuscripts from various civilizations.
The cultural fusion that occurred within Alexander's empire laid the foundation for

the Hellenistic period.

The Downfall of Alexander's Empire
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Despite his incredible achievements, Alexander's empire eventually crumbled

after his untimely death at the age of 32. The lack of a clear successor and
internal power struggles among his generals led to the fragmentation of his

empire.

The Wars of the Diadochi, fought by Alexander's generals after his death, further
weakened his once-mighty empire. Eventually, his vast kingdom was divided into

several successor states, marking the end of the era of Alexander the Great.

: The Legacy of Alexander the Great

Although Alexander's empire did not stand the test of time, his influence on

warfare and civilization remains undeniable. His military strategies are still studied
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in military academies worldwide, and his cultural legacy continues to shape our

understanding of ancient history.

Alexander the Great's story serves as a reminder of the boundless capacity for
human achievement and the profound impact that one individual can have on the
world. The war for his empire showcased the brilliance of ancient warfare and
civilization, leaving us in awe of the accomplishments of this legendary

congqueror.
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Alexander the Great conquered an enormous empire--stretching from Greece to

the Indian subcontinent--and his death triggered forty bloody years of world-
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changing events. These were years filled with high adventure, intrigue, passion,
assassinations, dynastic marriages, treachery, shifting alliances, and mass
slaughter on battlefield after battlefield. And while the men fought on the field, the
women, such as Alexander's mother Olympias, schemed from their palaces and

pavilions.

Dividing the Spoils serves up a fast-paced narrative that captures this turbulent
time as it revives the memory of the Successors of Alexander and their great
contest for his empire. The Successors, Robin Waterfield shows, were no mere
plunderers. Indeed, Alexander left things in great disarray at the time of his death,
with no guaranteed succession, no administration in place suitable for such a
large realm, and huge untamed areas both bordering and within his empire. It
was the Successors--battle-tested companions of Alexander such as Ptolemy,
Perdiccas, Seleucus, and Antigonus the One-Eyed--who consolidated
Alexander's gains. Their competing ambitions, however, eventually led to the
break-up of the empire. To tell their story in full, Waterfield draws upon a wide
range of historical materials, providing the first account that makes complete

sense of this highly complex period.

Astonishingly, this period of brutal, cynical warfare was also characterized by
brilliant cultural achievements, especially in the fields of philosophy, literature,
and art. A new world emerged from the dust and haze of battle, and, in addition to
chronicling political and military events, Waterfield provides ample discussion of

the amazing cultural flowering of the early Hellenistic Age.
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