
The Ultimate Guide to Fishing and Floating in
Marshall Putnam County, Illinois
Picture yourself amidst picturesque landscapes, surrounded by serene lakes and
rivers teeming with fish. Welcome to Marshall Putnam County, Illinois – a haven
for fishing and floating enthusiasts. Whether you are an experienced angler or a
beginner looking for a new adventure, this article will provide you with everything
you need to know to have an unforgettable fishing and floating experience in
Marshall Putnam County.

1. Overview of Marshall Putnam County

Marshall Putnam County, located in north-central Illinois, is known for its stunning
natural beauty and abundant waterways. The county boasts of several lakes and
rivers, making it an ideal destination for fishing and floating.

With its proximity to major cities like Chicago and Peoria, Marshall Putnam
County offers a convenient escape from the hustle and bustle of city life. Visitors
can enjoy a peaceful retreat surrounded by nature while still having access to
modern amenities.
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2. Fishing Opportunities

Marshall Putnam County offers a diverse range of fishing opportunities for
anglers of all skill levels. From small creeks to large lakes, there's something for
everyone here.

2.1 Lake Fishing

The county is home to several picturesque lakes, which serve as excellent fishing
spots. Hennepin Canal, Lake Thunderbird, and Lake DePue are just a few
examples of the stunning lakes you can explore.

These lakes offer a variety of fish species, including bass, catfish, bluegill,
crappie, and more. Whether you prefer fishing from the shore or using a boat, the
lakes in Marshall Putnam County provide ample opportunities to catch your next
trophy fish.
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2.2 River Fishing

Aside from the lakes, the county is blessed with several rivers that offer fantastic
fishing experiences. The Illinois River, Spoon River, and Green River are popular
among anglers for their abundance of fish.

These rivers are home to a wide range of fish species, including walleye, catfish,
pike, and bass. Embark on a river fishing adventure and discover the joys of
casting your line in the flowing waters of Marshall Putnam County.

3. Floating Adventures

For those seeking a more relaxing experience on the water, Marshall Putnam
County offers exciting floating adventures.

3.1 Kayaking and Canoeing
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Grab a kayak or canoe and set off on an unforgettable journey through the
peaceful waterways of Marshall Putnam County. The Hennepin Canal, Illinois
River, and other serene rivers are perfect for paddling, surrounded by
breathtaking scenery.

Take in the sights and sounds of nature as you glide through the water, enjoying a
peaceful and meditative experience like no other. Keep your eyes peeled for
wildlife sightings along the way!

3.2 Tubing and Rafting

If you're looking for a more adventurous floating experience, tubing and rafting
are ideal choices. Gather your friends or family and hop onto an inflatable tube or
raft to ride the gentle currents of the rivers.

Feel the rush of adrenaline as you navigate through easy rapids and enjoy the
refreshing splashes of water. Tubing and rafting are perfect for those seeking a
fun-filled day on the water with loved ones.

4. Fishing and Floating Regulations

Before you embark on your fishing or floating adventure in Marshall Putnam
County, it's important to familiarize yourself with the local regulations.

Make sure to obtain the necessary fishing licenses, which can be purchased from
authorized vendors or online. Familiarize yourself with the specific rules and
regulations regarding catch limits, size restrictions, and seasonal fishing closures.

Similarly, for floating activities, be aware of any restrictions or permits required.
Always prioritize safety and follow guidelines to ensure a memorable and
responsible experience.



5. Planning Your Trip

When planning your fishing or floating trip to Marshall Putnam County, consider
the following key factors:

5.1 Weather and Seasons

Check the weather forecast for the time of your visit to ensure favorable
conditions. Different fish species exhibit varying behavior patterns during different
seasons, so research the ideal times for targeting specific fish.

5.2 Equipment and Gear

Bring the appropriate fishing gear suitable for the fish species you are targeting.
Invest in quality equipment and ensure you have enough bait and tackle to last
through your trip. If you don't own your own gear, there are rental options
available in the county.

For floating adventures, make sure to have proper safety equipment, such as life
jackets, and consider renting or bringing your own equipment depending on the
activity you choose.

5.3 Accommodations

Marshall Putnam County offers a range of accommodations to suit all preferences
and budgets. From cozy cabins and campgrounds to hotels and bed and
breakfasts, you'll find the perfect place to unwind after a day of fishing or floating.

Research and book your accommodations in advance to secure your preferred
choice, especially during peak seasons.

Marshall Putnam County, Illinois, is a hidden gem for fishing and floating
enthusiasts. With its stunning lakes, picturesque rivers, and abundant fish



species, it offers an unforgettable experience for all who visit.

Whether you are seeking a thrilling fishing adventure or a serene floating
experience, Marshall Putnam County has it all. So pack your gear, grab your
float, and embark on a journey to this nature lover's paradise!
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Marshall & Putnam County Illinois Fishing & Floating Guide Book

Over 330 full 8 ½ x 11 sized pages of information with maps and aerial
photographs available. Fishing information is included for ALL of the county’s
public ponds and lakes, listing types of fish for each pond or lake, average sizes,
and exact locations with GPS coordinates and directions. Also included is fishing
information for most of the streams and rivers including access points and public
areas with road contact and crossing points and also includes fish types and
average sizes.
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NEW NEW Now with a complete set of full sized U.S.G.S. Topographical Maps
for the entire county that normally cost from $12.00 to $14.00 each but are
included on the disk for FREE. These maps are complete full sized 7.5 minute
series quadrangle maps in 1:24,000 scale maps.

Contains complete information on

Big Sandy Creek (F)
Crow Creek (F)
Goose Lake
Illinois River (F)
Marshall County Lake*
Sandy Creek (F)
Senachwine Creek
Senachwine Lake
Snag Creek
(F) means floatable stream or river
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