
The Ultimate Guide to Decorative Braids for
Milanese Lace: Exquisite Embellishments
Steeped in Tradition
When it comes to the world of lace-making, Milanese lace has always been
considered one of the most elegant and refined styles. Originating in Milan, Italy,
this intricate lace-making technique has captivated artists and enthusiasts for
centuries.

One of the distinguishing features of Milanese lace lies in its decorative braids.
These braids, also known as gimp, serve as beautiful embellishments that
enhance the overall appearance of the lace. In this comprehensive guide, we will
delve into the world of decorative braids for Milanese lace, exploring their history,
designs, and techniques.

A Brief History of Milanese Lace

Milanese lace traces its roots back to the 16th century, during the Renaissance
period. It was during this time that Milan became a hub for lace-making, attracting
skilled artisans and nobility who appreciated the luxurious fabric.
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The intricate beauty of Milanese lace lies in its delicate patterns, geometric
designs, and the use of decorative braids. Originally, these braids were made
with precious metals like gold and silver, further highlighting the opulence of the
lace. Over time, the braids began to incorporate other materials such as silk and
metallic threads, allowing for more intricate and diverse designs.

Types of Decorative Braids

Decorative braids come in a wide variety of styles, each adding its own unique
touch to Milanese lace. Here are some of the most popular types of decorative
braids used:

1. Cordonnet Braids
Cordonnet braids are characterized by their fine and delicate appearance. They
are often used to outline the edges of the lace or create small motifs within the
design. Made with one or more threads, these braids can be flat or raised, adding
depth and texture to the lace.

2. Paired Braids
Paired braids consist of two parallel threads interlaced in a specific pattern. They
are commonly used to create intricate floral motifs or add decorative borders to
the lace. Paired braids can be made with a single color or multiple colors,
allowing for endless design possibilities.

3. Rococo Braids
Rococo braids are known for their elaborate and ornate designs. They often
feature intricate scrollwork, curves, and spirals. Rococo braids add a sense of
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grandeur and opulence to Milanese lace, making them ideal for special occasions
or high-end garments.

4. Guipure Braids
Guipure braids are characterized by their dense and textured appearance. They
are created using various techniques like weaving, twisting, and knotting. Guipure
braids can be used to create striking motifs or fill larger spaces within the lace
pattern, adding richness and complexity to the design.

Techniques for Creating Decorative Braids

Creating decorative braids for Milanese lace requires a high level of skill and
precision. Here are some of the techniques commonly used:

1. Bobbin Lace
Bobbin lace is a traditional technique where threads are wound around bobbins,
creating a framework for the lace. The threads are then interlaced and
manipulated to form the desired braid pattern. Bobbin lace allows for intricate
designs and is often used for creating cordonnet and paired braids.

2. Needle Lace
Needle lace is another technique used in Milanese lace-making. It involves using
a needle and thread to create the braid design directly on the lace. Needle lace
allows for more intricate and detailed designs, making it suitable for creating
rococo and guipure braids.

3. Combination of Techniques
Many Milanese lace artisans combine both bobbin lace and needle lace
techniques to create decorative braids with a variety of textures and patterns.
This combination allows for more versatility and creativity in design.



Applying Decorative Braids to Milanese Lace

Once the decorative braids have been created, they are carefully applied to the
lace pattern. This process requires great attention to detail and precision, as any
mistakes can affect the overall appearance of the lace.

Using fine needles and silk threads, the decorative braids are carefully stitched
onto the lace, following the predetermined design. This delicate process requires
steady hands and a keen eye for detail. The braids are secured in place, ensuring
they stay in position and enhance the lace's visual appeal.

Modern-Day Application

Although Milanese lace has its origins in the Renaissance period, it continues to
be a popular choice for modern-day fashion. Milanese lace is often used in haute
couture garments, wedding gowns, and high-end accessories.

Contemporary lace artisans and designers are constantly pushing the boundaries
of traditional Milanese lace, incorporating modern elements and innovative
techniques. Decorative braids play a crucial role in this evolution, adding a touch
of uniqueness and individuality to the lace creations.

Decorative braids are an essential component of Milanese lace, elevating its
beauty and intricacy. Whether created using bobbin lace or needle lace
techniques, these braids bring life and dimension to the lace, making it a truly
remarkable art form.

As you delve into the world of Milanese lace-making, take inspiration from the
decorative braids that have stood the test of time. Explore the different styles and
techniques, and let your creativity soar as you incorporate these exquisite
embellishments into your own lace creations.
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The two books of Milanese Braids, ‘Milanese Lace: An ’ and ‘New Braids and
Designs in Milanese Lace’, both by Read and Kincaid (1988; 1994),have long
been out of print. To make the braids available to a new audience, we reproduce
them here, together with about forty new braids that were not included in earlier
books. The braids are drawn from both Milanese and other continental braid-type
laces. This is intended to be a reference book and it is hoped that it will stimulate
creativity and encourage lace makers to develop new designs for modern use.
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