The True Story of Mrs Nance Legins Costley:
The Trials of Nance

Once upon a time, in the early 1800s, a remarkable woman named Nance Legins
Costley made history through her unwavering determination and resistance to the

injustices of slavery. The true story of Mrs Nance Legins Costley has left an
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indelible mark on American history, shedding light on the trials and tribulations

she faced in her fight for freedom and equality.

Born into slavery in 1817 in Robertson County, Tennessee, Nance Legins Costley
experienced the cruel realities of a system that denied her basic human rights
from a young age. The journey she embarked on to reclaim her autonomy serves

as an inspiration to generations seeking justice.
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The Beginning of a Journey

The story of Nance Legins Costley starts on a plantation in Tennessee, where
she suffered unimaginable hardships as a young slave. However, her resilient
spirit and refusal to accept the dehumanizing conditions led her on an

extraordinary quest for liberty.

It was during her time on the plantation that Nance met and fell in love with a free

man named Charles Costley. Their love, though forbidden, became an anchor of
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hope in Nance's life, motivating her to break free from the chains that bound her.

A Crossroads of Trials

As Nance navigated the complex web of slavery, she faced numerous trials, both
physically and emotionally. Time and again, she was separated from her loved
ones, sold to different owners, and subjected to unimaginable cruelty. Each trial

only fueled her determination to fight for her freedom and the freedom of others.

One of the unimaginable trials Nance faced was losing her children. In a heart-
wrenching turn of events, her children were sold to different slave owners, tearing
her heart apart. This injustice gave Nance even more motivation to create a

better future for herself and those she loved.

The Legal Battle for Freedom

Nance's fight for freedom reached its peak during a daring legal battle that
pushed the boundaries of the American legal system. The case of took center
stage, elevating Nance's story to national attention, and challenging the very

foundation of slavery as an institution.

Through a series of trials, Nance Legins Costley fought relentlessly for her rights.
Her unwavering determination and the support of abolitionists and sympathetic
individuals alike slowly chipped away at the fortress of slavery. Her case became

a pivotal moment in the quest for freedom and equal rights for all.

A Legacy of Resilience

After years of fighting, Nance Legins Costley finally secured her freedom in 1841.
However, her journey did not end there. She dedicated herself to the abolitionist
cause, tirelessly working to dismantle the system of slavery that had plagued her

life for so long.



Nance's story serves as a reminder of the incredible resilience and strength of the
human spirit. Her legacy continues to inspire generations, reminding us of the

importance of fighting for justice and equality in all aspects of society.

The Trials of Nance

The trials faced by Nance Legins Costley throughout her life were not only legal
battles but also battles against oppression and injustice. Her story serves as a
powerful testament to the relentless fight for freedom and equal rights, even in

the face of overwhelming adversity.

As we reflect on Mrs Nance Legins Costley's life, let us remember her as a
symbol of hope, courage, and resilience. May her story continue to inspire the

countless individuals around the world who strive for a future where equality and

justice prevail.
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The "Trials of Nance" is the true story of the three Supreme Court Trials of Mrs.
Nance Legins-Costley (1813-1873) in lllinois. The dramatic non-fiction narrative
is based on the original sworn and witnessed court records written with quill and
buried deep in the Archives of the lllinois Supreme Court and other record

depositories.

This is the only known historical biography to receive awards from an African-
American Museum as well as the lllinois State Historical Society. The editor of
the lllinois History Journal claimed this is the only story about Abraham Lincoln
that is really new. The truth of the story was actually buried by white supremecist
attitudes for over 100 years. Nance actually tried to free herself, but need lawyer

Lincoln to make it legal.

Nance's struggles began as a teenager and it took 15 years to win her freedom.
Nance is the only known slave in American history who managed to get to a
state supreme court THREE times. It was discovered there are more old records
on Nance than any other lllinois slavery case. The result is the book holds a
piece of history to own, a copy of Nance's original signature from her historic
testimony in 1827, ten years before Abraham Lincoln became a lawyer...and
Nance risked everything for the sake of her eight children, both born and

the unborn.
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