The Story of Bray Bowling Club: A Rich
Tapestry from 1965 to 2020

Nestled in the picturesque coastal town of Bray, Ireland, lies a hidden gem that
has been a source of pride and joy for locals for over half a century. Bray Bowling
Club, established in 1965, has not only provided an avenue for friendly
competition and camaraderie, but it has also woven itself into the fabric of the

community, becoming an integral part of Bray's rich history.

The Inception: A Dream Takes Shape

It all began in the summer of 1965 when a group of passionate bowlers noticed a
vacant piece of land near the town center. Determined to establish a bowls club in
Bray, they rallied support from the community and embarked on a journey to turn

their dream into reality.

Months of fundraising and meticulous planning ensued, with the local council
graciously granting the necessary permits. Finally, on a sunny Saturday afternoon

in September, the Bray Bowling Club was officially unveiled.
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The inaugural day was a spectacle to behold. Excitement filled the air as
members of the newly formed club took to the immaculately manicured green,
showcasing their skills with grace and precision. The town came alive with cheers
of encouragement, marking the beginning of a storied journey that would span

across decades.

A Club United: Growing and Thriving

As the years passed, Bray Bowling Club grew steadily in both stature and
membership. It became a community hub, attracting bowlers of all ages and skill
levels. From spirited club competitions to interclub leagues, the greens of Bray

Bowling Club witnessed countless memorable moments.

A pivotal moment in the club's history came in 1978, with the construction of a
new clubhouse. This momentous occasion not only provided members with
modern facilities but further solidified Bray Bowling Club's standing as a
cornerstone of the community. The clubhouse became a gathering place, where

stories were shared, friendships were forged, and memories were made.

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, the club continued to flourish, with consistent
success in various regional and national competitions. The green remained a
stage for extraordinary performances, and the reputation of Bray Bowling Club
spread far beyond the town's boundaries. Visitors from near and far flocked to
witness the prowess of the club's bowlers, cementing its status as one of the top

bowling clubs in Ireland.

A Community United: Bowls Beyond the Greens
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While the green remained the beating heart of Bray Bowling Club, the club's
impact extended far beyond the confines of its prestigious facilities. From charity
fundraisers to community outreach initiatives, the club embraced its role as a

force for good in the town.

One such example is the club's annual charity tournament, which has raised
thousands of euros for local causes over the years. The generosity of both
members and supporters has allowed the club to make a tangible difference in

the lives of those less fortunate, affirming its commitment to community spirit.

Furthermore, Bray Bowling Club has often opened its doors to school groups and
community organizations, offering lessons and opportunities for residents to
experience the thrill of bowling firsthand. These initiatives have not only ignited a
love for the sport in the younger generation but have also fostered a sense of

unity and togetherness within the community.

A Legacy Carved in the Greens

As the new millennium dawned, Bray Bowling Club continued to evolve. The of
enhanced training programs and coaching initiatives ensured a continuous influx
of promising young talent. The club also embraced the digital age, launching an

interactive website that allowed members to stay connected and informed.

In recent years, Bray Bowling Club has remained at the forefront of the sport,
hosting prestigious tournaments and earning recognition for its commitment to
excellence. With an eye toward the future, the club has embarked on ambitious
expansion projects, aiming to create state-of-the-art facilities that will attract

bowlers from around the world.

The Bowler's Journey: 1965 to 2020



The story of Bray Bowling Club is not merely one of sporting achievements, but a
testament to the power of community and the enduring legacies we can leave
behind. From its humble origins in 1965 to its current position as a staple of the
Bray community, the club's journey has been etched into the annals of history,

forever intertwining with the town's story.

As the years roll on, Bray Bowling Club will continue to be a beacon of
sportsmanship, camaraderie, and community spirit. The green will be filled with
the laughter and friendly banter of old and new members alike, and the legacy of

the club will be cherished by generations to come.
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Bray Bowling Club, A History

The pretty seaside town of Bray, County Wicklow, Ireland has many sporting
tribes but none more dedicated than that of its lawn (or flat green) bowling club.
Beginning as an offshoot of a local social club, it was based in a public games

park, one of whose attractions was a rudimentary bowling green. Gradually the
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bowling club became a popular sporting outlet for the men and women of the

town and grew to challenge for the country's highest honours.

Over the years the club was witness to more than its fair share of colourful
characters, one of whom showed a knack for irritating his singles opponents
enough to put them off their game had they been foolish enough to take the lead!
Then there were the bowling trips to Northern Ireland during The Troubles which

showed the southerners just how different life was on the other side of the border.

As with any other large sports club, Bray has produced its share of stars: Phyllis
Brett won half a century of caps for her country; Wally Doyle, after winning the
Winter Champion-of-Champions three times in a row, barred himself from
entering it again to give others a chance; and Blair Somers showed all that a

talented player who starts young can achieve in the game.

The biggest change at the club this century was the move from a grass surface to
an artificial one in 2014. Members could now bowl all year round, not just in

Summer.

To add context, the story is sprinkled with snippets of local and national history -
the name of a certain female Bray boxer comes up more than once! There is also

much to be said about the wider bowling community of the country.

All profits from this book go to Bray Bowling Club.
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