
The Revolutionary Power of The New England
Pulpit: Insights into the American Revolution
The American Revolution, which resulted in the birth of the United States, is
undeniably one of the most pivotal periods in human history. Countless factors
played a role in igniting the flames of revolution, but perhaps one of the most
underestimated influencers was the New England pulpit.

The Power of the Pulpit

Throughout history, religious leaders have often been seen as influential figures
who shape the beliefs, values, and actions of their communities. The New
England pulpit during the American Revolution was no exception. Ministers and
preachers held a significant position of authority and respect in society, and they
actively used their platform to express their opinions on political and social
issues.

At the heart of the New England pulpit was the powerful concept of
predestination. Calvinist teachings emphasized the belief that God had
preordained certain individuals to be saved while others would be damned. This
belief system led to a strong sense of moral obligation and a deep-rooted
conviction that individuals held a responsibility to act in accordance with God's
will.
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Ministers wasted no time in leveraging this conviction to support the revolutionary
cause. They skillfully wove religious language and biblical references into their
sermons, galvanizing their congregations and instilling a sense of divine purpose
in the fight for independence. The pulpit became a powerful tool for conveying
revolutionary fervor, effectively mobilizing the masses.

A Call to Arms from the Pulpit

One notable example of the pulpit's influence during the American Revolution
was the ministry of Reverend Jonathan Mayhew. Through his famous sermon,
"Discourse Concerning Unlimited Submission and Non-Resistance to the Higher
Powers," Mayhew argued that it was both lawful and justifiable to resist tyrannical
rulers. This fiery sermon, delivered in 1750, laid the groundwork for future dissent
against British rule.

Mayhew's sermon spread like wildfire, resonating with the colonists and planting
the seeds of rebellion. His words fueled the flames of resistance, providing
theological justification for the American Revolution. Mayhew's powerful oratory
skills and his ability to connect religious beliefs with political action marked a
turning point in the struggle for independence.
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The Battle of the Pulpits

However, not all New England ministers were supporters of the revolution. The
pulpit also became a battleground where conflicting ideologies clashed. Loyalist
clergymen, who remained loyal to the British crown, found themselves at odds
with their revolutionary counterparts.

The sermons delivered by Loyalist ministers aimed to maintain the status quo and
discourage rebellion. These clergymen emphasized loyalty to the King and
argued that it was a biblical duty to obey authority. The power of the pulpit was
undeniable, but its impact was experienced on both sides of the conflict.

Shaping Society and Political Discourse

The New England pulpit not only played a crucial role in rallying support for the
revolution but also functioned as a societal forum for discussing political ideas
and principles. Sermons became a platform for engaging with complex issues
surrounding governance, liberty, and individual rights.

Ministers often used biblical narratives and parables to contextualize the struggle
for freedom and justice. Their sermons challenged their congregations to actively
participate in political discussions and make informed choices. The pulpit became
a place for fostering critical thinking, empowering individuals to question authority
and demand their rights.

Legacy and Influence

The influence of the New England pulpit during the American Revolution cannot
be overstated. This powerful combination of religious doctrine, charismatic
preaching, and moral obligation drove the revolutionary movement and left an
indelible mark on American history.



The pulpit's role in shaping the American Revolution serves as a reminder of the
need to examine the multifaceted influences that lead to significant events. It also
highlights the power of words, and how the words spoken from a pulpit can
inspire a nation to rise up against oppression and fight for liberty.

The New England pulpit may not have been the first thing that comes to mind
when pondering the causes of the American Revolution, but its impact should not
be forgotten. It ignited a revolutionary fervor, mobilized the masses, and
transformed the religious landscape forever.

So next time you reflect on the birth of the United States, remember the ministers
and preachers who fearlessly used their pulpits to change hearts, minds, and the
course of history.
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After mountains of research in colonial sermons, archives, and other publications,
Dr. Baldwin relates how the pulpits of colonial America rang constantly with
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teaching on all aspects of the public square: good rulers, good laws, good forms
of government, the blessings of liberty. We especially hear of those that became
the battle cries of American independence:Most significant was the conviction
that fundamental law was the basis of all rights. God ruled over men by a divine
constitution. Natural and Christian rights were legal rights because a part of the
law of God. The peculiar privileges of Englishmen were guaranteed by the
constitution. Every part of the government was limited in power by the
constitution. Any act contrary to the constitution was illegal and therefore null and
void. . . .No single idea was more fully stressed, no principle more often repeated,
through the first sixty years of the eighteenth century, than that governments must
obey law and that he who resisted one in authority who was violating that law was
not himself a rebel but a protector of law.These probing insights and countless
more like them lines these pages, frequently quoting the sermons and writings of
early American pastors. This book is a testimony to the nearly-lost foundations
that we have, and a convicting call to revive the traditions of preaching which laid
those foundations. Its message is desperately needed today.
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