
The Remarkable Story of John and Abigail
Adams in Europe: Unveiling the Untold
Journey

John Adams and his devoted wife Abigail are renowned figures in American
history. Their contributions to the birth of a nation and their unwavering
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commitment to the American Revolution are well-documented. However, what
many might not know is their astonishing journey to Europe and the profound
impact it had on their perception of the world.

Setting Sail for a New World

In 1778, John Adams embarked on a historical mission to France as America's
ambassador, seeking support for the young nation's revolutionary cause. Unlike
previous diplomatic envoys, John Adams insisted on bringing his wife, Abigail,
with him. Departing from the shores of Massachusetts, this power couple set sail
on a voyage that would forever shape their lives.
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Adapting to Life in Paris

Arriving in Paris, the Adamses found themselves in the midst of a vibrant city
filled with intrigue, intellectualism, and an atmosphere ripe with the spirit of
revolution. John Adams quickly became engrossed in diplomatic negotiations,
working tirelessly to secure French assistance for the American colonies.
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Meanwhile, Abigail Adams embraced the role of a diplomat's wife, immersing
herself in French society and forging relationships with influential figures such as
Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson. Her intelligence, charm, and wit
allowed her to navigate the complex social scene with grace, often acting as an
important liaison between the French and American delegations.

Unveiling the Beauty of Europe

As their mission extended beyond France, John and Abigail Adams embarked on
a captivating journey across Europe. They visited England, witnessing the
bustling streets of London and the grandeur of British aristocracy firsthand. They
explored the picturesque landscapes of Holland, admired the cultural heritage of
Germany, and indulged in the rich history of Italy.

Throughout their travels, the Adamses were exposed to diverse cultures,
languages, and customs, broadening their perspectives and deepening their
understanding of humanity. They engaged in intellectual discourse with European
philosophers, gaining valuable insights that would later influence their political
ideology back in the United States.

A Love That Transcended Borders

The story of John and Abigail Adams in Europe is not merely a historical
travelogue. It is a tale of unwavering love and unbreakable partnership.

Amidst the tumultuous events that unfolded during their time abroad, John and
Abigail stood together as pillars of strength. Their love letters, filled with emotion
and genuine affection, documented their undying devotion even in times of
adversity. These letters, preserved for generations to come, offer a glimpse into
their extraordinary bond and the sacrifices they made for the cause they
passionately believed in.



Return to the Birthplace of Liberty

After spending over five years in Europe, John and Abigail Adams finally returned
to their homeland, bringing with them a wealth of knowledge, experience, and a
renewed admiration for the American values they fought to protect.

Upon their return, John Adams went on to serve as the second President of the
United States, while Abigail Adams continued to be a prominent voice for
women's rights and education. Their shared experiences in Europe had molded
them into visionary leaders with a profound commitment to freedom and equality.

The story of John and Abigail Adams in Europe is a captivating chapter in
American history that reminds us of the transformative power of exploration and
love. Their extraordinary journey across the Atlantic not only shaped their own
lives but also influenced the future of an entire nation.

Today, their story serves as a testament to the enduring strength of partnership,
the importance of embracing different cultures, and the indelible mark that travel
can leave on our lives.
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Reveals how the European travels of John and Abigail Adams helped define what
it meant to be an American

From 1778 to 1788, the Founding Father and later President John Adams lived in
Europe as a diplomat. Joined by his wife, Abigail, in 1784, the two shared rich
encounters with famous heads of the European royal courts, including the ill-fated
King Louis XVI and Queen Marie-Antoinette, and the staid British Monarchs King
George III and Queen Charlotte.

In this engaging narrative, A View from Abroad takes us on the first full
exploration of the Adams’s lives abroad. Jeanne E. Abrams reveals how the
journeys of John and Abigail Adams not only changed the course of their
intellectual, political, and cultural development—transforming the couple from
provincials to sophisticated world travelers—but most importantly served to
strengthen their loyalty to America.

Abrams shines a new light on how the Adamses and their American
contemporaries set about supplanting their British origins with a new American
identity. They and their fellow Americans grappled with how to reorder their
society as the new nation took its place in the international transatlantic world.
After just a short time abroad, Abigail maintained that, “My Heart and Soul is
more American than ever. We are a family by ourselves.” The Adamses’ quest to
define what it means to be an American, and the answers they discovered in their
time abroad, still resonate with us to this day.
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