The Ongoing Battle: Patriarchy Resurgence
And Feminist Resistance

In recent years, we have witnessed a worrying resurgence of patriarchal
ideologies and systems, challenging the progress achieved by feminist
movements. Patriarchy, defined as a social system in which men hold power and
women are excluded from decision-making processes, has deep historical roots
and continues to shape societal structures worldwide. This article sheds light on
the various dimensions of patriarchy resurgence and highlights the important role

of feminist resistance in combating it.

The Historical Context

For centuries, patriarchy has been deeply ingrained in various cultures,
perpetuating gender inequalities and limiting opportunities for women. This
system has maintained male dominance across different spheres, including
politics, economics, and social interactions. However, the 20th century saw
significant progress in the form of feminist movements, advocating for gender

equality and challenging oppressive practices.

Women's rights activists across the globe fought for suffrage, access to
education, reproductive rights, and economic empowerment. These efforts
resulted in the gradual erosion of patriarchal structures, paving the way for
significant advancements in women's rights. Unfortunately, recent years have
witnessed a disturbing resurgence of traditional gender roles and discriminatory

practices, threatening to reverse the progress made by feminists.
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The Growing Threat: Patriarchy Resurgence

Patriarchy resurgence manifests itself in various forms, often fueled by deeply
ingrained societal norms and conservative ideologies. One example is the
persistent gender wage gap, where women continue to earn less than their male
counterparts for equivalent work. This economic imbalance reinforces the power
dynamics that favor men, allowing them to maintain control over resources and

decision-making processes.

Another alarming aspect of patriarchy resurgence is the attempted rollback of
reproductive rights. Women's autonomy over their bodies has long been a
battleground, with anti-choice movements seeking to impose restrictions on
access to safe abortions and contraceptives. Such attempts to control women's
reproductive choices reinforce patriarchal notions of women as mere vessels for

procreation, undermining their agency and personal freedoms.

Furthermore, the rise of right-wing populist movements around the world has
emboldened patriarchal ideologies. These movements often promote traditional
family structures, perpetuating gender stereotypes and limiting women's roles to

those of caregivers and homemakers. Such narratives undermine the progress
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made towards achieving gender equality and reinforce oppressive norms that

limit women's potential.

Feminist Resistance: An Imperative

In response to the patriarchal resurgence, feminist resistance has become more
vital than ever. Feminism, at its core, is a movement that seeks to challenge
gender-based power imbalances and dismantle oppressive systems. It advocates

for equal rights, opportunities, and representation for all genders.

Feminist resistance takes many forms, ranging from grassroots activism to
academia and policy advocacy. Activists organize rallies, protests, and
awareness campaigns to challenge patriarchal norms and demand change. They
work to amplify marginalized voices and bring attention to the systemic biases

that perpetuate gender inequalities.

Academics and researchers undertake critical analysis to expose the underlying
mechanisms fueling patriarchal resurgence. By studying societal structures,
cultural norms, and historical context, they generate knowledge that informs
feminist activism and policymaking. This research is crucial in combating

patriarchal ideologies and supporting evidence-based interventions.

Another important aspect of feminist resistance is the nurturing of inclusive and
intersectional approaches. Feminism cannot be divorced from other forms of
oppression, such as racism, classism, ableism, and homophobia. Recognizing
the interconnections between different marginalized experiences strengthens the
collective fight against patriarchal resurgence and promotes a more equitable

society for all.

The resurgence of patriarchy poses a significant threat to the progress made by

feminist movements. Its persistence can be attributed to deeply ingrained societal



norms, conservative ideologies, and the rise of right-wing movements worldwide.
However, the resistance offered by feminists is a powerful force that continues to

challenge these regressive ideologies.

Feminist resistance takes various forms, sparking awareness, demanding policy
changes, and promoting intersectional approaches. As the struggle against
patriarchal resurgence persists, it is crucial to support and strengthen these
efforts. By dismantling oppressive systems and promoting gender equality, we

can foster a more just and equitable society for all.
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In the fall of 2016 those promoting patriarchal ideals saw their champion Donald
Trump elected president of the United States and showed us how powerful
patriarchy still is in American society and culture. Darkness Now Visible:
Patriarchy's Resurgence and Feminist Resistance explains how patriarchy and its
embrace of misogyny, racism, xenophobia, homophobia, and violence are starkly
visible and must be recognized and resisted. Carol Gilligan and David A. J.
Richards offer a bold and original thesis: that gender is the linchpin that holds in

place the structures of unjust oppression through the codes of masculinity and
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femininity that subvert the capacity to resist injustice. Feminism is not an issue of

women only, or a battle of women versus men - it is the key ethical movement of

our age.

Herman Mehville
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