
The One Hundred Year Rise Of America's
Greatest Sports League: A Journey of
Triumph, Drama, and Unforgettable Moments
From its humble beginnings in 1920, the National Football League (NFL) has
evolved into the epitome of American sports excellence. For a century, it has
enthralled millions of fans with its unparalleled athleticism, intense rivalries, and
iconic personalities. As we embark on a journey through time, we will witness the
remarkable rise of America's greatest sports league, celebrating its triumphs,
enduring its scandals, and reliving its most unforgettable moments.

A Flicker of Hope: The Birth of the NFL

Founded by a determined group of individuals, including legendary athlete Jim
Thorpe and football icons George Halas and Red Grange, the NFL started as the
American Professional Football Association (APFA). Despite facing numerous
challenges and constant uncertainty, these visionaries laid the foundation for
what would eventually become the most influential sports league in American
history.

The fledgling league struggled to gain traction at first, battling against rival
leagues and a general lack of fan interest. However, an ambitious step taken in
1922 forever changed the course of the NFL. The of the forward pass
revolutionized the game, captivating audiences with its exciting and high-scoring
nature. This strategic move paved the way for the league to win the hearts of fans
across the nation.

NFL Century: The One-Hundred-Year Rise of
America's Greatest Sports League
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The Birth of Icons: The Rise of Legendary Teams and Players

As the NFL's popularity grew, so did the emergence of iconic teams and players.
The Green Bay Packers, led by legendary coach Vince Lombardi, became
synonymous with football excellence, securing championship victories and
captivating fans with their storied legacy.

The Chicago Bears, known for their storied rivalry with the Packers, also left an
indelible mark on the league. Under the guidance of legendary coach George
Halas, the Bears commanded respect with their dominant style of play and an
unmatched passion for the game.

Equally remarkable was the rise of the Pittsburgh Steelers, who transformed from
perennial underdogs to the most accomplished franchise in NFL history. Led by
the "Steel Curtain" defense and legendary figures like Terry Bradshaw and
Franco Harris, the Steelers went on to win an impressive six Super Bowl titles,
cementing their status as a football dynasty.

The Dawn of Super Bowls: Football's Grandest Stage
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The NFL's ascent reached new heights with the of the Super Bowl in 1967. This
annual championship game between the champions of the NFL and the American
Football League (AFL) grew to become a cultural phenomenon, captivating not
only sports fans but also the general public.

The Super Bowl's halftime shows became iconic, showcasing legendary
performers and unforgettable spectacles. From Michael Jackson's electrifying
performance to Prince's epic rendition of "Purple Rain" in the pouring rain, the
halftime show became an essential part of the Super Bowl experience, capturing
the attention of millions around the world.

Changing the Game: Innovations, Scandals, and Social Impact

The NFL's journey has not been without its share of controversies, scandals, and
groundbreaking innovations. From the heartbreaking "Tuck Rule" controversy to
the infamous "Deflategate" scandal, the league has weathered storms that tested
its resilience and integrity. However, it is through these challenges that the NFL
has managed to evolve and strengthen, proving its ability to adapt to the
changing times.

Furthermore, the NFL has not shied away from addressing social issues that
affect both its players and fans. Initiatives such as the "Rooney Rule" promoting
diversity in coaching hires and the league's commitment to supporting player
activism have demonstrated the NFL's willingness to use its influence for positive
change, transcending the boundaries of sports.

The Legacy Continues: The NFL in the 21st Century

As the NFL celebrates its centennial anniversary, it continues to capture the
imagination of fans worldwide. Its global reach and expanding fan base attest to
its enduring legacy. With technological advancements, the integration of fantasy



football, and the international series of games, the NFL has embraced innovation,
ensuring that it remains on the forefront of the ever-evolving sports landscape.

While the league undoubtedly faces challenges and controversies, its journey
through one hundred years proves that it has a resilient spirit. It has weathered
storms, celebrated victories, and provided memories that will forever be etched in
the hearts of sports enthusiasts.

As we reflect on the one hundred year rise of America's greatest sports league,
let us acknowledge the passion, dedication, and behind-the-scenes efforts that
have shaped the NFL into the cultural phenomenon it is today. Celebrate this
remarkable journey and get ready to witness the next chapter in the NFL's
captivating story.
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From the former executive director of the Pro Football Hall of Fame comes a
sweeping and lively history of the National Football League, timed to coincide
with the NFL’s 100th anniversary season. “I can think of no one better qualified—
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or more enthusiastic—to chronicle the National Football League’s century-long
history than Joe Horrigan.”—Marv Levy, Hall of Fame NFL coach

The NFL has come a long way from its founding in Canton, Ohio, in 1920. In the
hundred years since that fateful day, football has become America’s most popular
and lucrative professional sport. The former scrappy upstart league that struggled
to stay afloat has survived a host of challenges—the Great Depression and World
War II, controversies and scandals, battles over labor rights and competition from
rival leagues—to produce American icons like Vince Lombardi, Joe Montana, and
Tom Brady. It is an extraordinary and entertaining history that could be told only
by Joe Horrigan, former executive director of the Pro Football Hall of Fame and
perhaps the greatest living historian of the NFL, by drawing upon decades of NFL
archives. Compelling, eye-opening, and authoritative, NFL Century is a must-read
for NFL fans and anyone who loves the game of football.

Advance praise for NFL Century

“Joe Horrigan takes the reader on a delightful tour of the seminal moments of the
NFL in the past one hundred years—the players, owners, coaches, executives,
and historical events that made the game of football the most popular in America.
It’s a wonderful walk down memory lane for any football fan, young or old.”—
Michael Lombardi, author of Gridiron Genius
 
“There is no one—and I mean no one—who knows more about the history of the
NFL than Joe Horrigan, the heart and soul of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. As
the gold standard of sports leagues celebrates its one hundredth season, it’s
appropriate that the gold standard of sports historians has written NFL
Century, an entertaining and educational journey.”—Gary Myers, New York Times
bestselling author of Brady vs Manning
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