
The Intriguing Discourse on Law, Morality, and
War: Insights from The Berkeley Tanner
Lectures

War. A word that evokes a wide range of emotions, from fear to patriotism, from
grief to glory. Throughout history, humanity has grappled with the moral questions
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surrounding the act of war, seeking guidance in the realms of law and ethics. The
Berkeley Tanner Lectures, a renowned platform for intellectual discourse, have
played a pivotal role in shedding light on this intricate interplay between law,
morality, and war. With thought-provoking insights from esteemed scholars and
practitioners, these lectures have sparked conversations that challenge
conventional notions and push the boundaries of our understanding.

Exploring the Historical Contours

Law, morality, and war have been intertwined since time immemorial, shaping
diplomatic relations, justifying military action, and assessing the aftermath of
conflicts. The Berkeley Tanner Lectures delve into the historical contours of this
relationship, examining landmark events and influential thinkers who have
shaped our understanding of war's moral complexities.
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Pioneering Figures and Paradigms

From Thomas Aquinas and Hugo Grotius to contemporary scholars like Michael
Walzer and Jürgen Habermas, the Berkeley Tanner Lectures have witnessed
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influential figures presenting novel paradigms that challenge prevailing
viewpoints. These visionaries have grappled with questions of just war theory,
explored the ethics of military intervention, and evaluated the role of international
law in resolving conflicts. The lectures serve as a platform for intellectual
exchange, fostering critical discussions on the moral responsibilities that nations
and individuals bear in times of war.

The Changing Nature of Warfare

As the world evolves, so does the nature of warfare. From conventional conflicts
to cyber warfare and drone strikes, the Berkeley Tanner Lectures have adapted to
address the emerging challenges of the modern battlefield. Lecturers have
explored the ethical implications of new technologies, debated the use of
unmanned combat systems, and scrutinized the legal frameworks governing
cyber operations. By fostering dialogue on these evolving issues, the lectures
provide valuable insights that inform both policy debates and public
understanding.

The Humanitarian Dimensions

Amidst the discussions on law, morality, and war, the Berkeley Tanner Lectures
have consistently emphasized the humanitarian dimensions of armed conflict.
Scholars and practitioners have explored the protection of civilians, the ethics of
humanitarian interventions, and the role of international criminal law in holding
individuals accountable for war crimes. By focusing on these vital aspects, the
lectures serve as a catalyst for collective reflection on how societies can minimize
the human cost of warfare.

The Berkeley Tanner Lectures in Public Discourse

Over the years, the Berkeley Tanner Lectures have gained recognition not only
within academic circles but also in public discourse. The topics discussed in



these lectures have far-reaching consequences that extend beyond the confines
of academia. By promoting open dialogue, the lectures have contributed to
shaping public opinion on matters of war, peace, and justice.

The Berkeley Tanner Lectures offer a unique platform where the complex
relationship between law, morality, and war is scrutinized by esteemed scholars,
practitioners, and the public. Through historical analysis, exploration of emerging
challenges, and emphasis on humanitarian dimensions, these lectures continue
to stimulate intellectual discussions that enrich our understanding of the
multifaceted contexts of armed conflict. As we navigate an ever-changing world,
the insights generated by the Berkeley Tanner Lectures are crucial in shaping
policies, fostering empathy, and striving for a more just and peaceful future.

Keywords: Berkeley Tanner Lectures, law, morality, war, ethics, just war theory,
humanitarian dimensions, international law, cyber warfare, public discourse
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Arthur Ripstein's lectures focus on the two bodies of rules governing war: the jus
ad bellum, which regulates resort to armed force, and the jus in bello, which sets
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forth rules governing the conduct of armed force and applies equally to all parties.
Ripstein argues that recognizing both sets of rules as distinctive prohibitions,
rather than as permissions, can reconcile the supposed tension between them.
He contends that the law and morality of war are in fact aligned, because the
central wrong of war is that war is the condition which force decides. In his first
lecture, "Rules for Wrongdoers," he explains how moral principles governing an
activity apply even to those who are not permitted to engage in them. In his
second lecture, "Combatants and Civilians," he develops a parallel account of the
distinction between combatants and civilians. The volume includes an by editor
Saira Mohamed and subsequent essays by commentators Oona A. Hathaway,
Christopher Kutz, and Jeff McMahan. Rules for Wrongdoers represents a major
statement on the ethics of war by one of the most distinguished thinkers in the
field.
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