
The Intricate Relationship Between Adults,
Children, and the Reproduction of Culture
As society evolves, the exchange of culture between adults and children plays a
pivotal role in shaping the future. In this article, we will explore the fascinating
dynamics of this relationship and how it influences the reproduction of culture.

The Influence of Adults on Children's Cultural Development

Adults often serve as the primary sources of cultural transmission for children.
Through direct instruction, storytelling, and role modeling, adults impart their
beliefs, values, customs, and traditions to the younger generation. This cultural
transmission helps children develop a sense of identity, belonging, and
socialization within their community.

Parents, in particular, play a critical role in shaping their children's cultural
development. They create an environment where cultural practices are passed
on, ensuring the legacy of their traditions. The family unit, with its rituals,
celebrations, and shared experiences, becomes the foundation for cultural
reproduction.
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Furthermore, educators and mentors extend the influence beyond the family.
Teachers have the power to shape children's understanding of culture through
curricula and classroom discussions. Mentors in various fields offer guidance and
expand children's exposure to different cultural aspects, fostering curiosity and
diversity.

The Role of Children in Cultural Evolution

While adults are the main conduits for cultural transmission, children's active
participation is equally essential. As they engage with the cultural values and
practices imparted to them, children become agents of change and contribute to
the evolution of culture.

Children often bring fresh perspectives, challenging established norms and
driving cultural adaptations. Their creativity and open-mindedness allow them to
question traditions and explore new possibilities, paving the way for innovation
and progress. The active involvement of the younger generation encourages a
dynamic cultural landscape, ensuring the survival and growth of society.

Culture as a Form of Collective Memory

Culture serves as the collective memory of a community or society. It
encapsulates the knowledge, beliefs, and practices accumulated over
generations, providing a framework for individuals to make sense of the world
and their place in it.

Through cultural reproduction, adults and children preserve and transmit this
collective memory. By passing down stories, rituals, and traditions, they ensure
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that the lessons learned by previous generations are not forgotten. This
intergenerational exchange maintains a cultural continuum, connecting
individuals to their cultural roots and preserving the rich tapestry of human
experience.

The Impact of Globalization on Cultural Reproduction

In an increasingly globalized world, cultural reproduction faces new challenges.
Traditional practices are being influenced by external factors, as cultures interact
and blend together. Migration, technological advancements, and media exposure
contribute to cultural hybridization, where multiple cultural influences intermingle.

While this cultural fusion can be enriching, it also raises the question of cultural
authenticity and preservation. As societies become more interconnected, the
transmission of cultural practices becomes more complex. It is crucial for adults
and children alike to navigate this cultural landscape mindfully, embracing
diversity while upholding and respecting their cultural heritage.

Cultivating Cultural Awareness

As society continues to evolve, fostering cultural awareness and understanding
between adults and children becomes increasingly important. By engaging in
open dialogue, adults can learn from the fresh perspectives of the younger
generation, while children can benefit from the wisdom and experience of their
elders.

Education systems should incorporate culturally diverse perspectives, enabling
children to appreciate and respect various cultural practices. By nurturing
empathy and inclusivity, we can create a society that values cultural diversity and
ensures the preservation of our collective heritage.

The Future Lies in Our Hands



The relationship between adults and children in the reproduction of culture holds
immense significance for the future of humanity. By recognizing the power and
responsibility we carry in shaping cultural evolution, we can ensure a harmonious
coexistence of tradition and progress.

As parents, educators, and members of society, it is our duty to actively engage
in the cultural transmission process. By embracing the dynamic nature of culture,
celebrating diversity, and fostering open-mindedness, we pave the way for a
future where tradition and innovation can coexist and flourish.
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Within corporate media industries, adults produce children’s entertainment. Yet
children, presumed to exist outside the professional adult world, make their own
contributions to it—creating and posting unboxing videos, for example, that
provide content for toy marketers. Many adults, meanwhile, avidly consume
entertainment products nominally meant for children. Media industries
reincorporate this market-disrupting participation into their strategies, even
turning to adult consumers to pass fandom to the next generation.
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Derek Johnson presents an innovative perspective that looks beyond the simple
category of “kids’ media” to consider how entertainment industry strategies invite
producers and consumers alike to cross boundaries between adulthood and
childhood, professional and amateur, new media and old. Revealing the social
norms, reproductive ideals, and labor hierarchies on which such transformations
depend, he identifies the lines of authority and power around which legacy media
institutions like television, comics, and toys imagine their futures in a digital age.
Johnson proposes that it is not strategies of media production, but of media
reproduction, that are most essential in this context. To understand these critical
intersections, he investigates transgenerational industry practice in television co-
viewing, recruitment of adult comic readers as youth outreach ambassadors,
media professionals’ identification with childhood, the branded management of
adult fans of LEGO, and the labor of child YouTube video creators. These
dynamic relationships may appear to disrupt generational and industry
boundaries alike. However, by considering who media industries empower when
generating the future in these reproductive terms and who they leave out,
Johnson ultimately demonstrates how their strategies reinforce existing power
structures.

This book makes vital contributions to media studies in its fresh approach to the
intersections of adulthood and childhood, its attention to the relationship between
legacy and digital media industries, and its advancement of dialogue between
media production and consumption researchers. It will interest scholars in media
industry studies and across media studies more broadly, with particular appeal to
those concerned about the current and future reach of media industries into our
lives.
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