The Incredible Story Of How Wildlife
Comebacks Turned Backyards Into
Enchanting Wonderlands

Imagine waking up to the melodic chirping of birds outside your window every
morning. Picture lush green gardens teeming with vibrant butterflies, busy bees,
and enchanting dragonflies. These scenes may sound like something out of a
fairytale, but for many people around the world, this is becoming a reality thanks

to the incredible resurgence of wildlife in our backyards.

Over the past few decades, there has been a remarkable shift in the way humans
interact with nature. As cities expand and urban landscapes dominate, protecting
wildlife and preserving their habitats has become more crucial than ever. But
what if these habitats could be integrated into our daily lives, transforming our
backyards into thriving ecosystems? This is the astonishing phenomenon we are

witnessing today.

The Decline and Resurrection of Wildlife

For years, the rapid urbanization and industrialization of our planet led to a
decline in wildlife populations. Natural habitats were destroyed to make way for
human settlements, agriculture, and infrastructure. Pollution and pesticide use

further aggravated the situation, making it harder for many species to survive.
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However, the turning point came as humans began to realize the devastating
impact of their actions. Conservation efforts, stricter regulations, and increased
awareness finally started to pay off. Governments, organizations, and individuals
around the world began restoring natural areas, planting native vegetation, and
creating wildlife-friendly spaces. These collective efforts slowly paved the way for

wildlife to make a remarkable comeback.

The Unexpected Invasion of Our Backyards

As wildlife populations began to rebound, we witnessed an unexpected invasion
of our backyards. Birds found refuge in the trees we planted, bees delighted in
the flowers we nurtured, and butterflies fluttered around the native plants we
cultivated. Suddenly, our own little patches of land became sanctuaries for

countless species.

The transformation was awe-inspiring. Songbirds filled the air with their melodies,
delighting us with their harmonious symphonies. Brightly colored butterflies
danced through our gardens, their fragile wings adding a touch of elegance to our
surroundings. Bees, essential pollinators, buzzed from flower to flower, tirelessly

contributing to the cycle of life.
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But it wasn't just the small creatures that found solace in our backyards. Larger
animals, once driven away by human dominance, started to return. Squirrels,
foxes, and raccoons became regular visitors, playfully exploring our newfound
natural havens. These encounters served as a poignant reminder of the

resilience and adaptability of these fascinating creatures.

Creating an Enchanting Wonderland

As the wildlife continued to flourish, our backyards evolved into enchanting
wonderlands. The once barren spaces were now transformed into thriving

ecosystems, brimming with life and beauty.

We learned to coexist with these creatures, understanding the delicate balance
required to support their wellbeing. Birdhouses and feeders were hung, providing
shelter and sustenance to our feathered friends. Ponds and birdbaths were
installed, creating serene watering holes for animals to quench their thirst on hot

summer days.

Native plants, with their complex interplay of colors, scents, and textures, became
the backbone of these flourishing ecosystems. We reveled in the sight of
blooming wildflowers attracting butterflies, while bushes and shrubs invited

songbirds to nest and raise their young.

The wildlife in our backyards became a source of inspiration and wonder for both
children and adults alike. Families eagerly gathered around their windows,
identifying various species, and discovering the extraordinary behaviors and

unique characteristics of each visitor.

Benefits Beyond Our Wildest Dreams



The revival of wildlife in our backyards not only brings us joy and amazement but

also offers a multitude of benefits that extend far beyond our wildest dreams.

By creating these wildlife havens, we are helping to restore and protect
biodiversity. The presence of diverse species in our backyards contributes to the
overall health of ecosystems, ensuring the survival of not only the animals but

also the plants they rely on.

The return of pollinators, such as bees and butterflies, ensures the pollination of
fruits, vegetables, and flowers, supporting a sustainable food chain. Additionally,
the predators that find refuge in our backyards help control pest populations,
reducing the need for harmful pesticides that harm both our health and the

environment.

Furthermore, a deeper connection with nature helps to improve our mental and
physical well-being. Studies have shown that spending time in green spaces,
observing wildlife, and engaging in nature-related activities reduces stress,
anxiety, and depression. Our backyards become sanctuaries for relaxation and

rejuvenation, bringing us closer to the natural world.

Join the Movement, Transform Your Backyard

The incredible story of how wildlife has made a comeback in our backyards
serves as an inspiration for all of us. It reminds us that even the smallest actions

can have a profound impact on the world around us.

So, how can you start transforming your backyard into a thriving haven for
wildlife? It begins with making a conscious decision to embrace nature and

protect the creatures that depend on it.



Start by incorporating native plants into your garden. These plants have evolved
over thousands of years to thrive in your region, providing food and shelter for
local wildlife. Resist the urge to use harmful chemicals and pesticides, opting for
natural alternatives to preserve the delicate balance of your backyard ecosystem.
Consider setting up bird feeders, birdhouses, and water sources to welcome birds

and other small creatures.

Remember, no matter how small your backyard may be, it has the potential to
become an extraordinary wildlife sanctuary. Together, let's celebrate the
incredible story of how wildlife comebacks have turned our backyards into

enchanting wonderlands.
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This may be hard to believe but it is very likely that more people live in closer
proximity to more wild animals, birds and trees in the eastern United States today
than anywhere on the planet at any time in history. For nature lovers, this should

be wonderful news -- unless, perhaps, you are one of more than 4,000 drivers
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who will hit a deer today, your child’s soccer field is carpeted with goose
droppings, coyotes are killing your pets, the neighbor’s cat has turned your bird
feeder into a fast-food outlet, wild turkeys have eaten your newly-planted seed
corn, beavers have flooded your driveway, or bears are looting your garbage

cans.

For 400 years, explorers, traders, and settlers plundered North American wildlife
and forests in an escalating rampage that culminated in the late 19th century’s
“era of extermination.” By 1900, populations of many wild animals and birds had
been reduced to isolated remnants or threatened with extinction, and worry
mounted that we were running out of trees. Then, in the 20th century, an
incredible turnaround took place. Conservationists outlawed commercial hunting,
created wildlife sanctuaries, transplanted isolated species to restored habitats
and imposed regulations on hunters and trappers. Over decades, they slowly

nursed many wild populations back to health.

But after the Second World War something happened that conservationists hadn’t
foreseen: sprawl. People moved first into suburbs on urban edges, and then kept
moving out across a landscape once occupied by family farms. By 2000, a
majority of Americans lived in neither cities nor country but in that vast in-
between. Much of sprawl has plenty of trees and its human residents offer up
more and better amenities than many wild creatures can find in the wild: plenty of
food, water, hiding places, and protection from predators with guns. The result is
a mix of people and wildlife that should be an animal-lover’s dream-come-true but

often turns into a sprawl-dweller’s nightmare.

Nature Wars offers an eye-opening look at how Americans lost touch with the
natural landscape, spending 90 percent of their time indoors where nature arrives

via television, films and digital screens in which wild creatures often behave like



people or cuddly pets. All the while our well-meaning efforts to protect animals

allowed wild populations to burgeon out of control, causing damage costing

billions, degrading ecosystems, and touching off disputes that polarized

communities, setting neighbor against neighbor. Deeply researched, eloquently

written, counterintuitive and often humorous Nature Wars will be the definitive

book on how we created this unintended mess.

Herman Mehville
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