
The Historical Evolution of Horn Teaching at
the Paris Conservatoire

For centuries, the Paris Conservatoire has remained a cornerstone of classical
music education, nurturing and shaping some of the greatest musicians the world
has ever seen. During the period from 1792 to 1903, the Conservatoire witnessed
a golden era of horn teaching, where the art of playing the horn was meticulously
cultivated and refined.

The Founding of the Paris Conservatoire and Its Horn Program

The Paris Conservatoire was established in 1792 as a result of the French
Revolution, aimed at centralizing and democratizing music education. Although it
offered instruction in various instruments, the Conservatoire's horn program
quickly gained prominence due to the dedication and expertise of its renowned
horn professors.
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One of the early pioneers of horn teaching at the Conservatoire was François-
Joseph Gossec, a celebrated horn player, composer, and conductor. Gossec not
only laid the groundwork for the program but also developed new playing
techniques that revolutionized the instrument.

The Dominance of Dauprat and His Contributions

However, it was under the instruction of Louis-François Dauprat that the horn
program at the Paris Conservatoire reached its peak during the early 19th
century. Dauprat, considered one of the greatest horn players of all time,
introduced a new era of virtuosity and musicality to the instrument.

Dauprat developed the modern valve horn, which allowed players to produce a
wider range of tones, enhancing the expressive capabilities of the instrument. His
teachings emphasized both technical mastery and musical sensitivity, creating a
generation of horn players who were capable of producing breathtaking
performances.

Moreover, Dauprat's composition for the horn pushed the boundaries of what was
possible on the instrument, serving as an inspiration for future generations of
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horn virtuosos.

The Legacy of Duvernoy and the Transition Period

Following Dauprat's retirement, Jean-Baptiste Duvernoy assumed the role of
principal horn professor, leading the Conservatoire's horn program into the late
19th century. Duvernoy continued to build upon the foundation laid by his
predecessors while adapting to the changing musical landscape.

During this period, Romanticism was in full swing, and the horn evolved as an
essential part of orchestral compositions. Duvernoy dedicated himself to honing
the technical skills and interpretive abilities of his students, preparing them for the
increasing demands of the era.

The Paris Conservatoire and the 20th Century

The turn of the century marked the end of an era for horn teaching at the Paris
Conservatoire. As musical styles continued to evolve, the traditional principles
taught at the Conservatoire faced challenges from new, innovative approaches to
horn performance.

Despite these challenges, the Conservatoire remained an influential institution,
producing exceptional horn players who were capable of adapting to the
changing musical landscape. The lessons learned during the golden period of
horn teaching served as a solid foundation for future generations of musicians.

The period from 1792 to 1903 witnessed the Paris Conservatoire becoming a
mecca for aspiring horn players seeking the highest level of education and
refinement. Under the guidance of influential professors such as Gossec,
Dauprat, and Duvernoy, horn teaching at the Conservatoire reached
unprecedented levels of excellence.



While the specific techniques and musical styles have evolved since then, the
legacy of this golden era of horn teaching continues to influence horn players
around the world. The Paris Conservatoire remains a symbol of the rich history
and tradition of horn education, and a testament to the enduring importance of
classical music.
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The transition from the valveless natural horn to the modern valved horn in 19 -
century Paris was different from similar transitions in other countries. While valve
technology was received happily by players of other members of the brass family,
strong support for the natural horn, with its varied color palette and virtuoso
performance traditions, slowed the reception and application of the valve to the
horn.

Using primary sources including Conservatoire method books, accounts of
performances and technological advances, and other evidence, this book tells the
story of the transition from natural horn to valved horn at the Conservatoire, from
1792 to 1903, including close examination of horn teaching before the arrival of
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valved brass in Paris, the initial reception and application of this technology to the
horn, the persistence of the natural horn, and the progression of acceptance, use,
controversies, and eventual adoption of the valved instrument in the Parisian
community and at the Conservatoire.

Active scholars, performers, and students interested in the horn, 19 -century
brass instruments, teaching methods associated with the Conservatoire, and the
intersection of technology and performing practice will find this book useful in its
details and s, including ramifications on historically-informed performance today.
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