
The Highs And Woes Of River Cruising In
Provence

Provence, located in the southeastern part of France, is a region known for its
enchanting landscapes, picturesque villages, and cultural riches. It has drawn
artists, poets, and tourists from all over the world. While there are various ways to
explore this stunning region, one of the most delightful and leisurely ways is
through river cruising.

Embarking on a river cruise in Provence offers a unique and unforgettable
experience. As you meander along the Rhône River, you will be treated to
breathtaking views of vineyards, olive groves, and medieval towns. Each day
brings a new opportunity to discover charming villages and immerse yourself in
the region's rich history and culture.
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Upsides of River Cruising in Provence

One of the significant advantages of river cruising is the ability to unpack just
once while visiting numerous destinations. As you settle into your comfortable
cabin, your floating hotel takes you to various ports, offering a hassle-free travel
experience. Additionally, river cruises often feature all-inclusive packages,
ensuring that you can indulge in gourmet dining and enjoy onboard entertainment
without worrying about additional expenses.

The itineraries designed for river cruises in Provence are carefully crafted to
provide a comprehensive overview of the region. From the bustling city of Lyon,
regarded as the gastronomic capital of France, to the historic city of Avignon,
famous for its Papal Palace, every destination offers a glimpse into the art,
history, and gastronomy that define this charming region. Along the way, you will
have the opportunity to sample the local cuisine, taste world-renowned wines,
and experience the magic of Provencal markets.
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Challenges of River Cruising in Provence

While river cruising in Provence offers an array of highs, it's essential to be aware
of the potential challenges to better plan your trip. The first challenge is the
limited availability of berths in popular ports. Due to space constraints, river cruise
ships often dock quite far from city centers, requiring additional travel time to
reach the desired destinations.

Another challenge is the unpredictable water levels in rivers. During certain
periods, low water levels can impact the cruise's itinerary and force changes or
cancellations. It's crucial to stay informed and keep in touch with the cruise
operator to ensure a smooth travel experience.

Managing the Woes to Maximize the Highs
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Despite the challenges, careful planning and preparation can help you make the
most out of your river cruising experience in Provence.

First and foremost, book your river cruise well in advance, especially if you have
specific travel dates in mind. By securing your spot early, you increase the
chances of getting the cabin of your preference, as well as securing berths in
desirable ports.

Additionally, consider choosing river cruises during seasons with more
predictable water levels. Spring and early summer tend to have higher water
levels, ensuring a smoother sailing experience.

Furthermore, keep an open mind and embrace the unexpected. While changes in
the itinerary can be disappointing, they can also lead to surprising discoveries.
Explore alternative activities and attractions in case of any alterations to your
planned schedule.



River cruising in Provence offers a unique blend of relaxation, exploration, and
cultural immersion. The highs of uncovering hidden gems, enjoying gourmet
dining, and cruising along picturesque landscapes make it an experience to
cherish. Although there may be occasional woes associated with river cruising,
with proper planning and flexibility, you can overcome any challenges and make
the most out of your journey through this enchanting region.
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A delightfully witty and informative travel book exploring the joys of cruising.

Award-winning travel writer Cash Peters organizes a group of ten friends and
family to go on a cruise through French wine country, along the River Rhône in
Provence, starting out from the Roman town of Arles in the south, where Van
Gogh lived and painted, and sailing all the way up to historic Lyon.

The sharply observed narrative chronicles life on board a river cruise ship with all
its glories and pitfalls. The result is a dazzling five-star vacation that over the
course of eight days introduces the group to some of the best food and wine
they’ve ever tasted, as well as exposing them to some very peculiar passengers
and a few sharp surprises.

An absolute must-read for first-time cruisers as well as enthusiasts eager to
eavesdrop on the experiences of other travelers.

Best Vacation Ever! features numerous tips and tricks for making a river cruise
even better, including:
•How to secure the best seat at mealtimes
•Choosing a good cabin
•How to make sure you enjoy the trip without jetlag
•How not to react to the sight of the ship’s captain packing his bags mid-way
through the cruise and jumping in a cab
•How to make the most of excursions ashore
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•Encounters with annoying, bad-tempered, and drunken passengers
•What NOT to bring on a river cruise. Example: children

“Before you take a river cruise, come along with Cash Peters as he learns—and
shares with you--how to avoid bores, get a good table, make the most of off-
vessel tours, and why you might wake up one morning to open the curtains and
find another person a foot from your window. Pithy, evocatively written and
hilarious. It’s a most entertaining ride!” -- Rudy Maxa, Rudy Maxa's World - public
television
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