
The Forgotten War: American Military History
15 - The Korean War (1950-1953)
The Korean War, often referred to as "The Forgotten War," holds a crucial place
in American military history. Lasting from 1950 to 1953, this conflict not only
shaped the geopolitical landscape but also tested the mettle of the United States
as a global superpower. In this article, we delve deep into the untold stories,
strategic maneuvers, and the lasting impact of the Korean War.

The Origins of the Korean War

To understand the Korean War, one must delve into its roots. Following World
War II, Korea was divided into two zones along the 38th parallel - the Soviet-
dominated north and the American-dominated south. Tensions ran high between
the two regions, each with its own political ideology.

On June 25, 1950, North Korea, under the communist leadership of Kim Il-sung,
launched a surprise invasion across the 38th parallel. South Korea, led by
Syngman Rhee, found itself ill-prepared and quickly overwhelmed by the
relentless North Korean forces. This marked the beginning of the Korean War.
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America Turns the Tide

World War II had just ended, and the Korean War posed a formidable challenge
for the United States. American forces, though badly outnumbered and still
demobilizing, entered the fray to defend South Korea alongside other United
Nations member countries. General Douglas MacArthur, appointed as the
Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, devised a bold strategy to push back
the North Korean forces.

In a daring maneuver known as the Inchon Landing, MacArthur led a successful
amphibious assault behind enemy lines. This audacious move caught North
Korean forces by surprise, leading to a turning point in favor of the Allied forces.
The North Koreans were pushed back, and South Korea was saved from
imminent collapse.

Stalemate and the Forgotten War

As the war progressed, the conflict evolved into a brutal stalemate. The Chinese
Communist forces intervened, supporting the North Koreans with massive
reinforcements, which took the Allied forces by surprise. This counterattack
resulted in a significant reversal for the United Nations Command, forcing them to
retreat from North Korea.

The Korean War quickly became a war of attrition, with both sides engaging in
intense trench warfare battles. The fighting was grueling, often fought in harsh
winter conditions, and casualties mounted on both sides. Despite the heavy
losses, neither side could gain a decisive advantage.
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While the Korean War was a significant international conflict, it received relatively
little attention at home in the United States. Sandwiched between World War II
and the Vietnam War, the Korean War has often been referred to as "The
Forgotten War" due to the lack of widespread public recognition or
commemoration.

A Changing Legacy

Although it may have been overlooked at times, the Korean War profoundly
shaped American military strategy and foreign policy. This conflict marked the first
time that American forces had engaged in a limited war, showcasing the
complexities of a war fought amid the tensions of the Cold War era.

In addition to its political and strategic significance, the Korean War also had a
lasting impact on one particular aspect of American military culture - the treatment
and perception of veterans. The ordeal faced by soldiers during the Korean War
laid the groundwork for the establishment of veterans' support organizations and
the creation of a more comprehensive approach to veteran care in the future.

The Legacy Lives On

The Korean War might be labeled as "The Forgotten War," but its legacy endures
through the generations. Memorials and tributes continue to be erected to honor
those who bravely fought and sacrificed their lives in this conflict. Veterans and
their families strive to keep the memory alive and ensure that their stories are not
lost to history.

The Korean War serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by those who
served, as well as the ever-present need for diplomacy and global cooperation.
As we reflect on this forgotten chapter of American military history, let us



remember the valor and resilience of those who answered the call and fought
gallantly in the face of adversity.

The Korean War was a pivotal moment in American military history, shaping the
nation's approach to global conflicts and solidifying its role as a superpower. The
battles fought, the strategies employed, and the sacrifices made by those who
served during this conflict continue to resonate today.

As we strive to understand the complexities of the past, it is important to
acknowledge the impact and significance of events like the Korean War. By doing
so, we pay tribute to the countless men and women who dedicated their lives to
protecting and preserving the values we hold dear.

So, let us never forget - The Korean War: America's Forgotten Sacrifice.
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The North Korean invasion of South Korea on June 25, 1950, in a narrow sense
was only an escalation of a continuing civil war among Koreans that began with
Japan’s defeat in 1945. In a larger sense, the invasion marked the eruption of the
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Cold War between the United States and the USSR into open hostilities because
each of the Great Powers backed one of the competing Korean governments.
The war that followed would devastate Korea, lead to a large expansion of the
U.S. armed forces and America’s military presence around the world, and
frustrate many on both sides by ending in an armistice that left the peninsula still
divided.
The Great Powers’ connection to Korea dated back to the decision in August
1945 by the United States and the USSR to dismantle the Japanese colonial
system there by dividing the peninsula into two occupation zones. In December
1945 the United States and the USSR agreed to form a joint commission from
among American and Soviet personnel in Korea that would recommend, after
consultation with various Korean groups, the form of a government for Korea.
Almost all Koreans in 1945 desired an independent Korea, but there were many
competing visions of how to organize a new government. Between September
1945 and August 1948, the United States became entangled in this complex and
violent Korean struggle that occurred in the context of increasing tensions
between the United States and the USSR. Many Korean political groups in 1945
had Socialist or Leftist orientations or were openly Communist. Americans, both
in the occupation force and in Washington, feared that these groups would create
a Korea unfriendly to American interests, a fear intensified by reports coming out
of the northern occupation zone that the Soviets were sponsoring a Communist
revolution there led by Kim Il Sung...
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