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It was a time of great opportunities and a booming economy. The United States
was experiencing unprecedented growth in the 1920s, and two brothers from
Cleveland, Ohio, seized the moment to leave a lasting mark on their city. The Van
Sweringen brothers, Oris Paxton and Mantis James, embarked on a journey that

would make them known as the builders of Ohio's empires.

The Early Days

Oris and Mantis Van Sweringen were born in a small town in Ohio. They grew up
with an inherent entrepreneurial spirit, always looking for ways to challenge the
status quo. In their teenage years, they embarked on various small business
ventures, gaining valuable experience before diving headfirst into their most

ambitious projects.
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The Railroad Empire

The Van Sweringen brothers saw the potential in developing transportation
networks and decided to focus their efforts on the railroad industry. They acquired
several struggling railroad companies and merged them into a single powerful
entity: the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway. This move put them on the map as

business magnates and opened doors to larger ventures.

Real Estate Development

The success of the Van Sweringen brothers' railroad venture provided them with
substantial wealth and allowed them to pursue their passion for real estate
development. They set their sights on Cleveland and began transforming the
city's landscape. Their most notable project, the Terminal Tower, became an

iconic symbol of the city's progress and prosperity.

The Heights of Ambition

Not content with dominating the railroad and real estate industries, the Van
Sweringen brothers expanded their empire further. They embarked on ambitious
projects in various sectors, including utilities, banking, and even aviation. Their

vision for a more connected and prosperous Cleveland knew no bounds.
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Legacy and Impact

The Van Sweringen brothers' impact can still be felt to this day. Their
entrepreneurial spirit and relentless pursuit of success transformed Cleveland into
a vibrant and thriving city. Their developments and investments paved the way for

future growth and laid the foundation for the vibrant city we know today.

The story of the Van Sweringen brothers is a testament to the power of vision and
ambition. They conquered multiple industries, leaving an indelible mark on the
city of Cleveland and inspiring generations of entrepreneurs to come. Their
empires continue to shape the economic landscape of Ohio, reminding us that

with determination and hard work, anything is possible.
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A comprehensive biography of the rise of the famous railroad barons who

developed Shaker Heights, Ohio.

Invisible Giants is the Horatio Alger-esque tale of a pair of reclusive Cleveland
brothers, Oris Paxton and Mantis James Van Sweringen, who rose from poverty

to become two of the most powerful men in America. They controlled the
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country’s largest railroad system—a network of track reaching from the Atlantic to
Salt Lake City and from Ontario to the Gulf of Mexico. On the eve of the Great
Depression they were close to controlling the country’s first coast-to-coast rail
system—a goal that still eludes us. They created the model upper-class suburb of
Shaker Heights, Ohio, with its unique rapid transit access. They built Cleveland’s
landmark Terminal Tower and its innovative “city within a city” complex.

Indisputably, they created modern Cleveland.

Yet beyond a small, closely knit circle, the bachelor Van Sweringen brothers were
enigmas. Their actions were aggressive, creative, and bold, but their manner was
modest, mild, and retiring. Dismissed by many as mere shoestring financial
manipulators, they created enduring works, which remain strong today. The Van
Sweringen story begins in early-twentieth-century Cleveland suburban real estate
and reaches its zenith in the heady late 1920s, amid the turmoil of national
transportation power politics and unprecedented empire-building. As the Great
Depression destroyed many of their fellow financiers, the “Vans” survived through
imaginative stubbornness—until tragedy ended their careers almost
simultaneously. Invisible Giants is the first comprehensive biography of these two

remarkable if mysterious men.
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