
The East Yorkshire Regiment: Brave Heroes in
the Trenches during the Great War

The Great War, also known as World War I, was an unprecedented conflict that
engulfed the world from 1914 to 1918. Within this war, The East Yorkshire
Regiment played a pivotal role in defending and fighting for their country on the
front lines.

The East Yorkshire Regiment: Origins and Structure

The East Yorkshire Regiment, also referred to as the 5th Regiment of Foot, was a
line infantry regiment of the British Army. It was formed in 1685 as part of the
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expansion of the army, and over the centuries, it established a proud reputation
for its gallantry in various conflicts.
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During the Great War, the regiment consisted of several battalions, each
consisting of approximately 1,000 soldiers. These battalions were sent to different
theaters of war, including the Western Front, Gallipoli, and Mesopotamia. The
soldiers of the East Yorkshire Regiment were known for their grit, determination,
and unwavering loyalty to their comrades.

Life in the Trenches: Courage Amidst Harsh Conditions

The trench warfare during the Great War was brutal and unforgiving. The East
Yorkshire Regiment soldiers experienced firsthand the horrors of this form of
combat. Living in muddy trenches, facing constant shelling, and engaging in
close-quarter fighting, they displayed exceptional resilience and bravery.
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The soldiers faced severe physical and emotional strain. The constant exposure
to the elements, lack of proper sanitation, and the ever-present fear of death took
a toll on their bodies and minds. Yet, they continued to stand firm, fighting for their
cause with unwavering determination.

Battles and Victories: The East Yorkshire Regiment's Contributions

The East Yorkshire Regiment participated in several crucial battles during the
Great War. One notable engagement was the Battle of the Somme in 1916.
Although it resulted in significant casualties, the courage exhibited by the soldiers
was exceptional. They endured heavy losses but made significant progress,
displaying the regiment's dedication and fighting prowess.

Another remarkable achievement was the capture of the village of
Passchendaele during the Third Battle of Ypres in 1917. This fierce battle saw the
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regiment demonstrating immense bravery as they advanced through relentless
machine gun fire and artillery bombardment. The victory at Passchendaele
showcased the unwavering spirit and indomitable will of the East Yorkshire
Regiment.

Remembering the Fallen: The Price of Sacrifice

The Great War was a conflict where many lives were lost. The East Yorkshire
Regiment suffered heavy casualties throughout the war. The sacrifice made by
these brave soldiers must never be forgotten, and we honor their memory today.

The regiment's dedication and commitment to their comrades and their country
were remarkable. Countless acts of valor and heroism were witnessed on the
battlefield, where soldiers went above and beyond the call of duty to protect their
fellow soldiers.



Today, the memorials and cemeteries scattered across Europe serve as a solemn
reminder of the sacrifices made by the East Yorkshire Regiment and many others
during the Great War. These hallowed grounds stand as a testament to the
resilience and bravery of those who fought and died for a cause greater than
themselves.

Legacy and Remembrance
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The East Yorkshire Regiment's contributions during the Great War have left a
lasting legacy. The bravery and sacrifice of these soldiers continue to inspire
generations, reminding us of the price paid for the freedom we enjoy today. Their
stories are recorded in history books and passed down through the generations,
ensuring their memory will never fade.

As we reflect on the Great War and the role played by The East Yorkshire
Regiment, we must always remember the heroes who fought with unwavering
courage. Their sacrifices should serve as a constant reminder of the price of
freedom and the value of peace.

Written by: Your Name
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“In dealing with the history of a regiment in the Great War it is important to
examine the causes which mostly contributed to its success, for the law of cause
and effect is as applicable to military matters as it is to any other concern.
Regarding the East Yorkshire Regiment the causes may briefly be summarised
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under two headings, sound training and the inculcation among all ranks of a fine
patriotic fighting spirit.”

The Battalions of the East Yorkshire Regiment formed a central part of First World
War Operations.

Years of previous progressive training prepared the soldiers for heavy fighting
involving musketry and general artillery.

This enabled them to crush the opposition at the outset whilst embodying the
spirit of glory and discipline that defined their presence in battle.

Wyrall recounts each battle and also remembers the women in the war —
portraying their bravery and devotion throughout a time of grave uncertainty and
sorrow.

Written in the spirit of Remembrance and celebration, The East Yorkshire
Regiment presents the atmosphere and tactics of the Regiment — from the early
days of coastal defence to key battles in the height of war including Armentières,
Ypres, Loos, Gallipoli and the the Somme.

Praise for the Everard Wyrall:

‘It displays the true regimental spirit’ – Sir Ivor Maxse

‘Captain Everard Wyrall is an indefatigable military historian.’ – The Spectator

‘It is a record of patience and determination, of self-sacrifice and bravery.’ – Field
Marshal George Francis Milne



Everard Wyrall (1878-1933) served in the Boer War, the First World War, and the
Third African War. He was an author, journalist, and historian who contributed
significantly to the literary commemoration of First World War, compiling
extensive official military histories, including, among others, those dedicated to
the Somerset Light Infantry, Middlesex Regiment, King’s Liverpool Regiment, and
West Yorkshire Regiment.
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