
The Best And Brightest From Four Decades Of
Comet Chasing
Comets have fascinated scientists and enthusiasts for centuries. These celestial
wonders captivate our attention with their glowing tails and unpredictable
trajectories across the night sky. But who are the pioneers responsible for the
most remarkable comet discoveries and observations over the past four
decades? In this article, we dive into the world of comet chasing and explore the
best and brightest individuals who have dedicated their lives to unraveling the
mysteries of these cosmic visitors.

The Beginnings of Modern Comet Chasing

Comet chasing has come a long way since the days of telescopes and hand-
drawn sky charts. With advancements in technology and space exploration,
scientists and amateur astronomers have been able to make incredible
discoveries and observations. During the 1970s, a new breed of comet chasers
emerged, armed with powerful telescopes and cameras.

One of the most influential figures during this period was Dr. Carolyn Shoemaker.
Her tireless efforts resulted in the discovery of over 30 comets, including the
iconic comet Shoemaker-Levy 9, which famously collided with Jupiter in 1994. Dr.
Shoemaker's work paved the way for future researchers and inspired a new
generation of scientists to pursue comet hunting.
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The Comet Hunters of the 80s and 90s

The 1980s and 1990s saw significant advancements in imaging technology,
enabling researchers to capture high-resolution images of comets. This era also
witnessed the rise of several prominent names in the field, including Dr. David H.
Levy, who co-discovered Shoemaker-Levy 9 with Dr. Shoemaker. Dr. Levy's
passion for comets and dedication to public outreach made him a household
name in the astronomy community.

Another significant breakthrough during this time was the launch of the Hubble
Space Telescope in 1990. With its unparalleled viewing capabilities, Hubble
provided scientists with stunning images and invaluable data about comets,
revolutionizing our understanding of these celestial bodies.

Innovations in the 21st Century

The turn of the millennium brought forth new technologies and methodologies
that further propelled comet chasing. Satellites like SOHO (the Solar and
Heliospheric Observatory) and Rosetta expanded our knowledge of comets by
capturing up-close images and gathering data about their composition and
behavior.
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The 21st century also witnessed innovative observing techniques, such as the
use of robotic telescopes and citizen science projects. These initiatives allowed
amateur astronomers to contribute their observations, enabling greater coverage
and collaboration within the comet chasing community.

Comets that Made History

Over the past four decades, several comets have left an indelible mark on our
understanding of the universe. Hale-Bopp, discovered independently by Alan
Hale and Thomas Bopp in 1995, became one of the most widely observed and
studied comets of the 20th century. Its spectacular display in the night sky
captured the imaginations of people worldwide.

Another remarkable comet was Comet Hyakutake, which passed close to Earth in
1996. This event provided a unique opportunity for scientists to study a comet up
close, unveiling new insights into their composition and structure.

The Future of Comet Chasing

As we move into the future, comet chasing continues to evolve alongside
technological advancements. Missions like the Parker Solar Probe and the
upcoming Comet Interceptor are set to revolutionize our understanding of comets
and their connections to the wider Solar System.

Moreover, with the increasing interest in space tourism and private space
ventures, we may witness a surge in amateur comet hunters discovering new and
exciting cosmic visitors. The accessibility of advanced telescopes and image
processing software allows enthusiasts to contribute to the field in unprecedented
ways.



, the world of comet chasing has seen tremendous growth and innovation over
the past four decades. From the pioneers of the 70s to the advancements of the
21st century, these dedicated individuals have paved the way for our
understanding of comets. As we look to the future, we can only imagine the new
discoveries and breakthroughs that await us in the captivating realm of comet
chasing.
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Veteran comet hunter and eloquent popular astronomy writer David H. Levy takes
amateur sky-watchers on a fascinating journey into deep space in this
enthusiastic and informative survey of the many far distant yet observable objects
in the night sky. Light years beyond our solar system, deep sky objects include
such intriguing phenomena as double and triple stars, nebulae, galaxies, and
quasars. Designed to be accessible for even beginners, Levy's clear, elegant
descriptions will guide astronomy buffs in any hemisphere and locale (light-
polluted cities as well as dark countryside) to the wonders of our enormous
universe.As the discoverer or codiscoverer of twenty-one comets, including the
famous Shoemaker-Levy 9 that crashed into Jupiter in 1994, Levy has devoted
many decades of experience to observing the night sky. Over the years he has
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located over 300 deep sky objects, of which more than 100 "best and brightest"
are featured in this book. Levy offers a physical description and a discussion of
each object's history and beauty, as well as a star atlas to aid in finding the
objects. Proceeding from objects closest to our solar system to those farthest
away, Levy gives readers an awe-inspiring glimpse into the structure of the
cosmos.Complete with both color and black-and-white photos, plus many helpful
illustrations, Deep Sky Objects is the ideal guide to the wonders of the universe
for both experienced and novice star gazers.
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