Teaching When The World Is On Fire

In today's world, it seems as though we are constantly bombarded with crises
that threaten our very existence. From climate change to political unrest, it is easy
to feel overwhelmed by the state of the world. However, as educators, it is our
responsibility to not only educate our students on these issues, but also empower
them to become agents of change. This article explores the challenges and

opportunities in teaching when the world is on fire.

1. Understanding the Impact:

The first step in teaching when the world is on fire is to help students understand
the gravity of the situation. By providing them with relevant and up-to-date
information, we can help them see the interconnectedness of these global
challenges and their potential consequences. This can be done through guest

speakers, documentaries, and engaging discussions.
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For example, when teaching about climate change, we can discuss the rising sea
levels and its impact on coastal communities. By emphasizing the human
element of the crisis, students are more likely to feel personally invested in finding

solutions.

2. Encouraging Critical Thinking:

Teaching when the world is on fire also requires nurturing critical thinking skills in
our students. By encouraging them to question the status quo and analyze
different perspectives, we empower them to become active participants in

shaping their world.

One effective method is through the use of case studies. By examining real-life
examples of individuals or communities that have taken action to address global
challenges, students can explore the complexities of decision-making and
problem-solving. This helps them develop their critical thinking abilities while also

fostering empathy and understanding.

3. Empowering Students:

Teaching when the world is on fire goes beyond just educating students about the
issues. It also involves empowering them to take action. Whether it is through
service-learning projects, community outreach, or activism, students should be

given opportunities to make a real difference in their communities.

For instance, a biology class could organize a tree-planting event to combat
deforestation. This not only helps students understand the importance of
preserving the environment, but also allows them to actively contribute to the
solution. By engaging in such hands-on experiences, students develop a sense of

agency and responsibility.

4. Teaching Hope:



While it is important to acknowledge the challenges our world is facing, it is
equally crucial to instill hope in our students. Teaching when the world is on fire

requires striking a balance between raising awareness and inspiring optimism.

One way to achieve this is by showcasing stories of individuals and organizations
that are making positive changes. By highlighting the progress being made,
students are more likely to believe in their own ability to effect change.
Additionally, incorporating activities that encourage creativity and problem-solving

can also help cultivate a sense of hope and resilience.

5. Building Resilience:

Teaching when the world is on fire can be emotionally draining for both educators
and students. It is essential, therefore, to prioritize self-care and resilience-

building strategies in the classroom.

This can be done through mindfulness exercises, reflection activities, and open
discussions on mental health. By creating a safe and supportive environment,
students can develop the emotional resilience needed to navigate the challenges

they may encounter in their efforts to make a difference.

Teaching when the world is on fire is a daunting task, but it is also an opportunity
to shape the future. By providing students with the knowledge, skills, and
inspiration they need to become catalysts for change, we are equipping them to
create a better world. As educators, let us embrace this responsibility and

empower the next generation to thrive amidst the flames.
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A timely collection of advice and strategies for creating a just classroom from
educators across the country, handpicked by MacArthur Genius and bestselling

author Lisa Delpit

"A favorite education book of the year." —Greater Good magazine

Is it okay to discuss politics in class? What are constructive ways to help young
people process the daily news coverage of sexual assault? How can educators
engage students around Black Lives Matter? Climate change? Confederate

statue controversies? Immigration? Hate speech?

In Teaching When the World Is on Fire, Delpit turns to a host of crucial issues
facing teachers in these tumultuous times. Delpit's master-teacher wisdom tees
up guidance from beloved, well-known educators along with insight from dynamic
principals and classroom teachers tackling difficult topics in K—12 schools every

day.

This cutting-edge collection brings together essential observations on safety from
Pedro Noguera and Carla Shalaby; incisive ideas on traversing politics from

William Ayers and Mica Pollock; Christopher Emdin's instructive views on
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respecting and connecting with black and brown students; Hazel Edwards's
crucial insight about safe spaces for transgender and gender-nonconforming
students; and James W. Loewen's sage suggestions about exploring symbols of
the South; as well as timely thoughts from Bill Bigelow on teaching the climate

crisis—and on the students and teachers fighting for environmental justice.

Teachers everywhere will benefit from what Publishers Weekly called "an urgent
and earnest collection [that] will resonate with educators looking to teach 'young

people to engage across perspectives' as a means to 'creating a just and caring

world."
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