
Taming The Star Runner by S.E. Hinton - A
Captivating Tale of Redemption and Self-
Discovery
Do you enjoy books that delve deep into the complexities of human emotions
while exploring themes of redemption and self-discovery? If so, then "Taming The
Star Runner" by S.E. Hinton is a must-read for you. This novel, published in 1988,
takes readers on an emotional journey filled with compelling characters and
thought-provoking storylines.

The Plot and Setting

"Taming The Star Runner" tells the story of Travis, a troubled, rebellious teenager
who finds solace in writing. Set in contemporary Oklahoma, the novel takes
readers through Travis's tumultuous journey towards redemption as he navigates
the complexities of family, friendship, and love. The central theme of the story
revolves around Travis's transformation from a misunderstood troublemaker to a
young man striving for self-discovery and inner peace.

The Allure of S.E. Hinton's Prose

S.E. Hinton, known for her classic novel "The Outsiders," once again showcases
her exceptional storytelling prowess in "Taming The Star Runner." Hinton's writing
style effortlessly transports readers into the minds and hearts of her well-
developed characters, making it easy to empathize with their struggles and
triumphs.
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The author's use of vivid descriptions creates a tangible atmosphere, allowing
readers to easily visualize the scenic landscapes of Oklahoma as Travis explores
his surroundings. The prose is filled with evocative metaphors and poetic
language, elevating the reading experience and immersing readers deeper into
the story.

The Compelling Characters

Hinton's ability to create multi-dimensional characters is evident throughout the
novel. Travis, the protagonist, is a complex individual battling inner demons while
searching for his true identity. His journey through self-discovery is relatable to
readers of all ages, as he grapples with themes of love, loss, and finding one's
place in the world.

Other fascinating characters include Casey, Travis's tough yet compassionate
editor, who forces him to confront his troubled past and embrace his talent for
writing. The supporting characters, such as his estranged father and newfound
friends, add depth to the narrative, further highlighting the protagonist's growth
and transformation.

Themes Explored
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"Taming The Star Runner" delves into various themes that resonate with readers
long after finishing the book. The notions of acceptance, forgiveness, and the
importance of self-expression permeate the narrative, making it a poignant and
timely read.

The complexities of family relationships and the impact of past traumas on
present actions are also themes that Hinton handles with grace and sensitivity.
The novel prompts readers to reflect on their own lives and encourages empathy
towards the struggles of others.

The Impact and Legacy

Although not as widely known as Hinton's acclaimed work "The Outsiders,"
"Taming The Star Runner" holds its own as a remarkable piece of literature. Its
exploration of themes and memorable characters make it a powerful coming-of-
age story that has resonated with readers over the years.

The novel is particularly relevant to young adults navigating the complexities of
adolescence, offering them solace and hope through Travis's journey. It has
garnered a dedicated following and continues to captivate readers with its
relatable characters and timeless message.

"Taming The Star Runner" is an emotionally-charged novel that explores the
depths of the human psyche while offering a glimmer of hope. S.E. Hinton's
captivating prose and compelling characters will keep you invested until the very
last page. So embark on Travis's transformative journey and discover the power
of redemption and self-discovery within "Taming The Star Runner."
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“A powerful story” of a boy leaving the city streets for a summer at a horse farm—
and discovering the possibility of a different life(Kirkus Reviews).
 
An ALA Best Book for Young AdultsAn ALA Quick Pick
 
With an absent mother and a domineering stepfather, Travis uses his tough-guy
exterior to hide his true passion: writing. After a violent confrontation with his
stepfather, Travis is sent to live on his uncle’s horse ranch—exile to a born-and-
bred city kid. Angry and yearning for a connection, Travis befriends Casey, the
horse-riding instructor at the ranch, and the untamable horse in her stable: the
Star Runner.
 
When a friend from the city visits with stories of other kids from the neighborhood
facing jail time, Travis is more determined than ever that he needs to escape the
life of juvenile delinquency he seems destined for. When the offer of a book deal
comes through, Travis is hopeful that this is his chance to escape—if only his
stepfather will stop standing in the way of his dreams.
 
In this novel, the acclaimed author of The Outsiders “portrays her characters with
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sympathy and yet commendably refuses to gloss over rough edges or gritty
truths” (Publishers Weekly).
 
“Hinton continues to grow more reflective in her books, but her great
understanding, not of what teenagers are but of what they can hope to be, is
undiminished.”—Kirkus Reviews
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