
Step into the Glamorous World of The Divas
of Egypt Roaring 20s
The Roaring Twenties in Egypt was an era like no other. Filled with glitz, glamor,
and excitement, this decade marked a vibrant period of change and cultural
revolution. During this time, a group of incredibly talented and enchanting women
emerged as the true stars of the entertainment scene, captivating audiences with
their dazzling performances and captivating presence. These divas not only left a
lasting impact on Egyptian society but also contributed to shaping the global
cultural landscape.

From the glamorous theaters of Cairo to the extravagant parties in Alexandria, the
divas of Egypt were the epitome of elegance and style. They brought their unique
talents and magnetic personalities to stages across the country, leaving
audiences spellbound and yearning for more. These divas, embracing their
femininity and individuality, challenged societal norms and broke stereotypes,
becoming symbols of empowerment for women across Egypt.

The first diva that comes to mind is the iconic Mounira El Mahdeya. Known for
her angelic voice and effortless grace, El Mahdeya quickly earned a reputation as
one of the most talented singers of her time. Her performances at the prestigious
Opera Square in Cairo drew crowds from all walks of life, transcending cultural
and class boundaries.
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Another remarkable diva was Asmahan, a woman of mystery and allure. With her
mesmerizing voice and exotic looks, she demanded attention wherever she went.
Asmahan effortlessly blended Western and Eastern musical styles, creating a
unique sound that resonated with audiences worldwide. Her tragic untimely death
only added to her legend, ensuring her place in Egyptian music history.

One cannot talk about the divas of Egypt without mentioning Umm Kulthum. The
ultimate voice of the Arab world, Umm Kulthum had an unparalleled ability to
emotionally connect and move her listeners. Her powerful vocals and poetic lyrics
touched the hearts of millions, making her a beloved figure not only in Egypt but
throughout the Arab region. To this day, her songs continue to captivate and
evoke powerful emotions.

And of course, we cannot overlook the legendary Laila Mourad. With her
magnetic stage presence and incredible acting skills, Mourad dominated both the
film and music industries. Her performances in iconic movies such as "I Don't
Sleep" and "Madame Cry" solidified her status as a cultural icon and cemented
her legacy as one of the greatest divas of all time.
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The divas of Egypt Roaring 20s were not only renowned for their musical talents
but also for their fashion choices and trendsetting styles. They were pioneers in
embracing modernity, often donning glamorous and daring outfits that challenged
traditional norms. Moreover, these divas used their platforms to advocate for
social change and inspire others to pursue their dreams fearlessly.

As we reminisce about this iconic era, it's important to celebrate the divas'
contributions to Egyptian society, culture, and music. Their audacity and creativity
paved the way for future generations of female artists and continue to inspire
women worldwide. Their legacy lives on, reminding us all to embrace our
individuality and to dare to dream big.

, the divas of Egypt Roaring 20s were much more than entertainers. They were
trailblazers, changing the course of history through their sheer talent and
unwavering determination. Their music and performances continue to enchant
and captivate audiences, proving that their influence transcends time and place.
The divas of Egypt Roaring 20s truly left an indelible mark on Egyptian culture
and will forever be remembered as icons of their time.
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A vibrant portrait of the talented and entrepreneurial women who defined an era
in Cairo.

One of the world’s most multicultural cities, twentieth-century Cairo was a magnet
for the ambitious and talented. During the 1920s and ’30s, a vibrant music,
theater, film, and cabaret scene flourished, defining what it meant to be a
“modern” Egyptian. Women came to dominate the Egyptian entertainment
industry—as stars of the stage and screen but also as impresarias,
entrepreneurs, owners, and promoters of a new and strikingly modern
entertainment industry.

Raphael Cormack unveils the rich histories of independent, enterprising women
like vaudeville star Rose al-Youssef (who launched one of Cairo’s most important
newspapers); nightclub singer Mounira al-Mahdiyya (the first woman to lead an
Egyptian theater company) and her great rival, Oum Kalthoum (still venerated for
her soulful lyrics); and other fabulous female stars of the interwar period, a time
marked by excess and unheard-of freedom of expression. Buffeted by crosswinds
of colonialism and nationalism, conservatism and liberalism, “religious” and
“secular” values, patriarchy and feminism, this new generation of celebrities
offered a new vision for women in Egypt and throughout the Middle East.
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