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The Art of Theatrical Phantasmagoria

In the realm of theatre, chaos can be transformed into a powerful tool for political

commentary and artistic expression. Through the technique of phantasmagoria,
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theatrical productions can effectively mirror the complexities and uncertainties of
the political landscape. Methuen Drama, a renowned publisher of theatrical texts,
has long been at the forefront of promoting such innovative works that combine

chaos, politics, and the art of performance.

Exploring Political Expression on Stage

Staging Chaos, a Methuen Drama publication, delves deep into the world of
theatrical performances that explore political themes and strive to captivate
audiences through mesmerizing phantasmagoria techniques. From
Shakespearean tragedies to contemporary experimental works, this collection of
plays offers a diverse range of perspectives on the intersection between politics

and theatre.
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"The Tempest": Rebellion and Manipulation

One of the standout plays featured in Staging Chaos is Shakespeare's "The

Tempest." In this timeless masterpiece, chaos unfolds on an isolated island as
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political rebellion and manipulation intertwine. The use of visual spectacle,
illusions, and supernatural elements create a phantasmagoric experience that

transports the audience into Prospero's magical realm.

Sample on GraduateWay
Source: hitps//gradusteway.com/the-tempest-manipulation/

The Tempest: Manipulation

As a final farewell to theatre, William Shakespeare wrote The Tempest. In this tragicomedy, Prospero and his
daughter, Miranda, have been stuck on an island for twelve years with thedr slave, Caliban, and Prospero’s
secre! servant, Ariel. To get revenge on his brother, Antonio, for overthrowing him from rule, Prospero
concocts a tempest 1o bring him, his entourage, and Alonso, a conspirator, to the island, where he plans to
regain his throne. The constant struggle and desire for power results in manipulation

Consequently, one theme illustrated is that manipulation can be seen in theee forms: physical, verbal, and
musical. For instance, physical control is seen when Prospero subjects Caliban 10 serve him with harsh
theeats. Then, verbal manipulation ks seen when Antonio persuades Sebastian to kill Alonso In order to gain
his throne, Finally, Ariel manipulates a deunken group with melodic tunes in oeder to lead them to Prospero,
which Is seen as musical control. First, physical control, a form of manipulation, Is seen when Prospero
commands Caliban to serve him with extreme theeats.

To get revenge on his brother, Antonio, for stealing his kingdom, Prospero creates a storm to shipwreck his
brother and other targets. When he witnesses Miranda’s empathy for the crew aboard, he decides to tell her
the story of how they ended up on the island. Afterwards, they decide to visit Caliban, their slave. The
monstrous beast was taken under Prospero’s wing when they first arrived. They taught him how to speak;
and in return Caliban showed them the island. But when Caliban tried to rape Miranda, Prospero turned him
Into their slave.

When the two visit Caliban, he curses at them and in retum Prospero threatens, “For this, be sure, tonight thou
shalt have cramps/ Side-stitches._Urchins _ Thou shalt be pinched/ _ each pinch more stinging... * (1. 2. 389-
394). Prospero promises to torment Caliban If he does not abide by his commands. Caliban wishes to be free
and rule his island once again because it's rightfully his; he was born into power, but had his kingdom
stripped away, just as Prospero had his. In addition, Caliban resents leaming thelr language but tells Prospero
he enjoys being able 10 urse, which leads to more threats from him, “If thou neglect'st or dost unwillingly/
What | command, I'll rack thee with old cramps/ Fill all thy bones with aches, make thee roas/ That beasts
shall tremble a1 thy din. * (Prospero 1. 2. 443-446) Prospero threatens, once agadn, to give him more pain.
These threats not only add to his physical torture but to his ever-growing parancia. Caliban Is always

worrying about his next punishment. However, if Cabiban hadn't tried to violate Miranda, he wouldn't have to
undergo any torture. In spite of this, Prospero had no other choice but to punish him.

He had to control Caliban because he couldn't trust him. His physical threats are a form of manipulation
because Prospero

"1984": Totalitarian Dystopia on Stage

Another remarkable inclusion in Staging Chaos is George Orwell's "1984."

Arguably one of the most influential dystopian novels of all time, its adaptation for
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the stage presents a unique challenge in capturing the claustrophobic
atmosphere and political themes. The use of multimedia projections, lighting
effects, and immersive staging take the audience on a phantasmagoric journey

into the nightmarish world of Big Brother.

"Angels in America": Theatricality and Homosexual Politics

Written by Tony Kushner, "Angels in America" explores the convergence of

political and societal issues surrounding homosexuality, the AIDS crisis, and
religious conservatism. Through innovative set designs, striking visuals, and
emotionally charged performances, the play creates a phantasmagoric world

where the personal and the political collide.
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Unleashing the Power of Chaos

These plays showcased in Staging Chaos demonstrate how chaos can serve as
a catalyst for introspection, challenging societal norms and political structures.
The performative aspect of these productions allows the audience to question the

world around them, urging them to confront their own beliefs and values.

In a world filled with political turmoil and uncertainty, the art of staging chaos
through phantasmagoric theatrical performances provides a unique and thought-

provoking lens through which to analyze and understand complex political
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concepts. Methuen Drama's Staging Chaos offers a collection of plays that
unapologetically embrace chaos, bringing politics and theatre together in a

mesmerizing amalgamation of artistic expression and critical commentary.
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The first book to focus specifically on the late German artist Christoph
Schlingensief's theatre work, it subversively merges art, politics and everyday life
to imbue his productions both inside and outside the theatre with a re-energized

concept of the political in art.

Scheer traces Schlingensief's artistic lineage as a filmmaker with no formal
training in theatre, whose work does not correspond to theoretical frameworks
such as postdramatic theatre, Regietheater, or established categories of political
theatre such as Brechtian, community, and agit-prop theatre. She explores how
his work instead draws upon the highly performative gestures of the historical and
post-Cold War avant-gardes as well the happenings and event-based practices of

the sixties. Comprehensive case studies of six diverse theatrical and activist
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events are offered to demonstrate both the immediacy of Schlingensief's
response to contemporary social and political events and his use of a range of
artistic influences and different genres: Rocky Dutschke '68 (1996),Save
Capitalism: Throw the Money Away! (1999) The Berlin Republic — or the Ring in
Africa (1999) Hamlet (2001),Atta Atta — Art Has Broken Out! (2003) and the
Church of Fear (2003).

Key questions such as how his theatre functions as a provocation, and how an
artist can insert themselves into the powerful flows of imagery produced by the
perpetual global news cycle, form a coherent line of enquiry throughout each of
the chapters. The significance of Schlingensief's artistic legacy of politicized
theatre-making that pioneers new modes of active, aesthetic and public
engagement in the political realm remains pertinent to topical socio-political

debates and is of relevance to an international audience across a diversity of

disciplines.
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