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Remarriage is a common phenomenon in our society, but have you ever stopped
to consider its implications from a religious perspective? According to famed Bible
scholar David Pawson, remarriage is, in fact, adultery in the eyes of God. His

argument challenges common beliefs and requires deep contemplation.

The Traditional Understanding

For centuries, the conventional view has been that remarriage is permissible
under certain circumstances, such as after divorce due to infidelity or
abandonment. Many churches and religious communities have accepted this

interpretation, resulting in the normalization of remarriage among believers.
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However, David Pawson, a renowned Christian theologian and author, offers a
radically different perspective. Pawson proposes that remarriage is adultery,

regardless of the circumstances surrounding the divorce.

David Pawson's Interpretation
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Pawson bases his argument on Jesus' words in the Gospels, particularly Matthew
5:32 and 19:9, where Jesus states that anyone who divorces their spouse, except

in cases of adultery, causes the person they remarry to commit adultery.

According to Pawson, these passages indicate that any person who remarries is
engaging in an adulterous relationship, even if the divorce occurred due to
infidelity. He claims that the only exception Jesus made was in cases where

adultery had taken place, a condition that is often overlooked or misunderstood.

Challenging Conventional Beliefs

Pawson's teachings receive mixed reactions from religious communities and
individuals alike. While some embrace his interpretation as a wake-up call to
adhere more strictly to biblical principles, others find it hard to accept due to the

prevalence of remarriage within their congregations.

Supporters argue that Pawson's interpretation is a necessary reminder of the
sanctity of marriage and the importance of honoring the covenant made before
God. They believe that modern society has become too lenient in its view of

divorce and remarriage, disregarding the profound spiritual implications involved.

Opponents, on the other hand, criticize Pawson's stance for its potential to further
stigmatize divorcees and ostracize those who have chosen to remarry. They
argue that Jesus' intent was not to condemn individuals for seeking happiness
and love after a failed marriage but rather to emphasize the importance of

commitment and fidelity within marriage itself.

The Importance of Debate and Personal Reflection

While the controversy surrounding David Pawson's interpretation of remarriage

being adultery may continue, the most crucial lesson to take away from this



discussion is the significance of personal reflection and deep theological thought.

Pawson's ideas challenge believers to revisit their beliefs and examine their own
understanding of divorce, remarriage, and adultery in light of Jesus' teachings. It
encourages an engagement with scripture and a fervor for biblical knowledge,
fostering a deeper relationship with God and a more profound understanding of

His will.

The Role of Compassion and Understanding

Regardless of where one may stand on this contentious issue, it is essential to
approach the topic with compassion and understanding. Divorce is a painful and
often traumatic experience for those involved, and our response as a community

should be one of love and support rather than judgment and condemnation.

Understanding different interpretations and theological viewpoints allows for a
more inclusive and empathetic conversation, as we seek to navigate the
complexities that arise when deeply-held religious beliefs intersect with the

realities of human life.

David Pawson's controversial view that remarriage is adultery, unless in cases of
adultery leading to divorce, challenges conventional beliefs surrounding this topic.
While his interpretation garners both support and opposition, it serves as a
powerful reminder for believers to engage with the biblical text and critically

reflect upon their understanding of marriage, divorce, and fidelity.

Engaging in respectful and compassionate dialogue, we can navigate these
theological complexities while remaining supportive of those who have
experienced divorce and remarriage. Ultimately, it is our responsibility as

individuals to pursue truth and seek a genuine relationship with God.
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Consecutive polygamy (as many husbands or wives as you like but only one at a
time) is now an accepted norm in contemporary society. Hardly surprising, since
the social, legal, moral and financial restraints holding marriages together for a
lifetime have been steadily eroded in a relativist age where anything goes. What
is surprising is that divorce and remarriage are becoming as common inside the
church as outside, even among Christian leaders and especially in the
Evangelical stream. Believers have been outspoken about such issues as
abortion and homosexuality though their Lord Jesus said nothing about either. He
did say quite a lot about the subject of this book but there is either a reluctance to
take his teaching at face value or an eagerness to enlarge his ‘exception’ until it

becomes the rule.

This volume primarily appeals to those for whom the Bible is the final authority in
all matters of belief and behaviour, especially those who preach to, teach and
counsel others. The author believes that the church should be leading the world

uphill rather than following the world downhill.
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David Pawson has a worldwide teaching ministry, particularly for church leaders.
He is known to many through Christian broadcasting and is the author of

numerous books.
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