
Power Sharing in Lebanon: Discover the
Secrets Behind its Success and Challenges!
Lebanon, a small yet diverse country located in the heart of the Middle East, has
long been known for its unique political system of power sharing. With a
population consisting of different religious sects and ethnic groups, the country
has adopted a consociational model of governance that aims to promote stability
and prevent any single group from dominating the political landscape. However,
while power sharing has helped Lebanon avoid major conflicts in recent years, it
also poses several challenges that threaten the overall unity of the nation.

Power sharing in Lebanon is primarily based on a confessional system that
divides political positions among the country's main religious groups, including
Christians, Sunni Muslims, Shia Muslims, and Druze. This system, established
through the National Pact of 1943, aims to maintain a delicate balance of power
and ensure representation for all communities.

One of the key advantages of power sharing in Lebanon is that it provides a
sense of inclusivity and gives all religious groups a voice in the political process.
By granting each group a fair share of power, it reduces the risk of sectarian
tensions and ensures that different perspectives are taken into account when
making important decisions.
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Furthermore, power sharing has allowed Lebanon to maintain a relatively stable
political environment amidst regional turmoil. While neighboring countries faced
uprisings and conflicts, Lebanon managed to navigate through those challenges
and sustain a relatively peaceful coexistence among its diverse population. This
can be attributed to the consensual decision-making process that power sharing
encourages, with each group having a stake in national affairs and a vested
interest in maintaining stability.

However, despite its advantages, power sharing in Lebanon also presents its fair
share of challenges. One major concern is the perpetuation of sectarianism. By
dividing political power along religious lines, power sharing inadvertently
reinforces and entrenches the divisions among different religious communities.
This can hinder social cohesion and lead to a fragmented society.

Moreover, power sharing has led to a paralysis of the political system in Lebanon.
The need for consensus among different religious factions often results in
prolonged decision-making processes, making it difficult to address pressing
issues and implement much-needed reforms. This has created a sense of
frustration and disillusionment among the population, leading to ongoing protests
and calls for change.
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Additionally, power sharing has been criticized for fostering clientelism and
corruption. In a system where political positions are distributed based on religious
affiliation rather than merit, there is a risk of appointing individuals who prioritize
personal interests over the general welfare of the country. This has contributed to
widespread corruption and a lack of accountability in Lebanon's political
landscape.

In recent years, Lebanon has been grappling with multiple crises, including
economic collapse, political instability, and the devastating Beirut explosion in
2020. These events have further highlighted the limitations of power sharing and
the urgent need for reforms to address its shortcomings.

To mitigate the negative effects of power sharing, proposed reforms include
transitioning towards a more secular and inclusive political system, reducing
sectarian divisions, and promoting meritocracy in political appointments. These
measures aim to ensure that political positions are based on competence rather
than religious affiliation, ultimately leading to a more accountable and effective
governance system.

All in all, power sharing in Lebanon has been both a model for success and a
recipe for conflict. While it has helped maintain stability and prevent major
conflicts, it has also perpetuated sectarian divisions, hindered decision-making
processes, and fostered corruption. Widespread reforms are necessary to
address these challenges and steer Lebanon towards a more inclusive and
prosperous future.
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This book studies the origins and evolution of power sharing in Lebanon. The
author has established a relationship between mobilization, ethnurgy (ethnic
identification),memory and trauma, and how they impact power sharing
provisions.

The book starts with the events in the 1820s, when communities began to
politicize their identities, and which led to the first major outbreak of civil violence
between the Druze and the Maronites. Consequently, these troubled four
decades in Lebanon led to the of various forms of power-sharing arrangements to
establish peace. The political systems introduced in Lebanon are: the Kaim-
Makamiya (dual sub-governorship),a quasi-federal arrangement; the
Mutassarifiya, the prototype of a power-sharing system; the post-independence
political system of Lebanon which the book refers to as semi-consociation, due to
the concentration of executive powers in the Presidential office; and finally, the
full consociation of the Taif Republic. In each of these phases, there was a
peculiar interaction between the non-structural elements that had a direct impact
on power sharing; this led at times to instability, and at other times it brought
down the system, as in 1840–1860 and 1975.

Power Sharing in Lebanon is the first academic work that emphasizes the
influence of the non-structural elements that hinder power sharing. This volume is
now a key resource for students and academics interested in Lebanese Politics
and the Middle East.
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