
Post 8195 Black Vietnam Veterans Tell Their
Stories: A Pioneering Documentary Unveiling
Untold Heroism
War is often portrayed through the lens of individual sacrifice, heroism, and
triumphs. However, it is crucial to shed light on the untold stories of those who
carry the burden of discrimination alongside their service to their country. The
documentary "Post 8195: Black Vietnam Veterans Tell Their Stories" does
precisely that, honoring the narratives of African American veterans who fought
during the Vietnam War. Through the captivating stories of these unsung heroes,
this groundbreaking documentary unveils a chapter in history that has remained
hidden for far too long.

The Forgotten Warriors of Vietnam

The Vietnam War, which raged from 1955 to 1975, involved the United States
supporting South Vietnam in its battle against the communist regime of North
Vietnam. Over 2.7 million American soldiers were sent to Vietnam during the
conflict, including a significant number of African Americans.

For many Black soldiers, serving in Vietnam meant enduring not only the horrors
of war but also the persistent racism and segregation that remained prevalent in
the United States. They fought valiantly, shoulder to shoulder with their white
comrades, but their contribution to the war effort often went unrecognized and
underappreciated.
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Post 8195, an organization dedicated to honoring and preserving the stories of
Black Vietnam veterans, embarked on a mission to give these heroes the
recognition they deserve. The documentary, directed by Chantel James, a
respected filmmaker and activist, delves deep into the experiences of these brave
soldiers, capturing their triumphs, struggles, and resilience.

Unveiling the Untold Stories

The documentary "Post 8195: Black Vietnam Veterans Tell Their Stories" sheds
light on the remarkable bravery displayed by African American soldiers during the
Vietnam War. Through a combination of interviews, archival footage, and
personal accounts, the film takes viewers on an emotional journey, capturing both
the heroism exhibited on the battlefield and the racism endured upon their return
home.

James, the director, skillfully weaves together heart-wrenching personal stories,
highlighting the incredible sacrifices made by these soldiers. From the segregated
barracks to the battlefield, the documentary reveals the daily challenges faced by
Black Vietnam veterans, offering an intimate look into their lives.
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One of the featured veterans, Sam Thompson, shares his experience of serving
as a medic during the war. Thompson, a talented artist who created stunning
sketches in the midst of the chaos, reflects on the anguish of losing friends and
witnessing the inhumane treatment of Vietnamese civilians. His poignant words
and evocative drawings provide a vivid illustration of the toll war takes on the
human spirit.

Another veteran, Gloria Washington, recounts her time as a nurse in Vietnam,
facing both racial discrimination and gender bias. Her determination and
compassion shine through as she narrates her struggles and triumphs, offering a
glimpse into the often-overlooked role of Black women in the war effort.

A Call to Remember and Honor

The release of "Post 8195: Black Vietnam Veterans Tell Their Stories" is a
reminder of the importance of recognizing the forgotten heroes of history. By
sharing these narratives, the documentary aims to create a dialogue around the
experiences of Black veterans during the Vietnam War, breaking down barriers
and fostering a deeper understanding of their sacrifices.

Furthermore, the film serves as a poignant reminder of the ongoing fight against
racial discrimination, both in the military and society at large. It invites viewers to
reflect on the progress made since the Vietnam War era while recognizing the
work that still needs to be done to ensure equality for all.

Ultimately, "Post 8195: Black Vietnam Veterans Tell Their Stories" is a testament
to the resilience, bravery, and indomitable spirit of Black soldiers who fought
during the Vietnam War. Their stories deserve to be told and remembered,
serving as a source of inspiration and learning for future generations.



Through its powerful storytelling and thought-provoking commentary, this
groundbreaking documentary will undoubtedly leave a lasting impact, challenging
existing narratives and paving the way for a more inclusive understanding of
history.

So, let the stories of Post 8195 echo through time, resonating with audiences
across the world and ensuring that the sacrifices and heroism of Black Vietnam
veterans are permanently etched in our collective memory.
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VFW Post 8195 in West Park, Florida, through the Stone of Hope Program,
organized services and programs to help Vietnam and other military veterans and
their families who had special needs.

"The Vietnam War was physically, spiritually and emotionally exhausting for us,"
says post commander Bobby White. In this unique collection, he has brought
together the words of 23 veterans who witnessed the war's cruelty and brutality.
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Through their testimonies, White reminds us that the war's impact has been long-
lasting, with both negative and positive results. Readers will be riveted by their
narratives of racism, hostile battlefields, ambush zones, fire fights, land mines,
flashbacks, search-and-destroy missions, military police operations, working with
K-9s, and finally addressing and putting the PTSD issues at ease.
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