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During the tumultuous years of 1939 and 1940, the military landscape in Europe
underwent a radical transformation. The German army introduced a new tactical
approach known as "Blitzkrieg," or lightning war, which relied heavily on the
unparalleled speed and maneuverability of their Panzer Divisions. In this article,
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we delve into the intricacies of Panzer Divisions during these pivotal years, as
detailed in the authoritative reference book "Battle Orders 32: Panzer Divisions:
The Blitzkrieg Years 1939-40."

The Rise of Blitzkrieg

As Adolf Hitler's war machine gained momentum after the successful invasions of
Poland and Denmark in 1939, the concept of Blitzkrieg became a vital component
of German military strategy. The development and deployment of Panzer
Divisions played a central role in the successful execution of this new approach.
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The Anatomy of a Panzer Division

Each Panzer Division was a formidable force composed of various units carefully
selected and organized for maximum efficiency on the battlefield. Battle Orders
32 meticulously examines the structure and formation of these divisions,
providing detailed insights into their composition and capabilities.

Breakthrough Battles
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The year 1940 witnessed several landmark battles that showcased the
devastating effectiveness of Panzer Divisions deployed in Blitzkrieg tactics. From
the audacious invasion of France to the lightning-fast conquest of the Low
Countries, these battles proved instrumental in shaping the future conduct of
armored warfare.

Key Commanders and Strategies

Behind the success of the German Panzer Divisions were skilled commanders
who developed innovative strategies and tactics to exploit the full potential of
these armored units. Battle Orders 32 unveils the brilliance and audacity of
renowned leaders such as Heinz Guderian and Erwin Rommel, whose insights
and maneuvers revolutionized modern warfare.

Technological Advancements
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The Blitzkrieg years were also marked by significant advancements in tank
design and technology. Battle Orders 32 delves into the evolving armament and
equipment of Panzer Divisions, including their iconic tanks like the Panzer II, III,
and IV. The book illustrates how these technological developments gave
Germany a crucial edge over its adversaries.

Legacy and Lasting Impact

Although the Blitzkrieg years were relatively short-lived, the influence of Panzer
Divisions during this period had far-reaching consequences for future military
doctrines across the globe. Battle Orders 32 not only chronicles the historical
significance of these divisions but also explores their enduring legacy in the
annals of warfare.

In the realm of armored warfare, few military formations have made as profound
an impact as the Panzer Divisions during the Blitzkrieg years of 1939-40. "Battle
Orders 32: Panzer Divisions: The Blitzkrieg Years 1939-40" offers enthusiasts,
historians, and military strategists a comprehensive overview of these divisions,
their operations, and their lasting influence on the art of war.
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At the outbreak of World War II in September 1939, Germany's armoured forces
the Panzerwaffe were still in their infancy. The restrictions imposed by the Treaty
of Versailles meant that German tank production lagged behind its enemies.
Initial armour campaigns in Poland were not overly successful and changes were
needed before the invasion of France. This book examines the organizational
changes, developments in doctrine and tactics and improved command and
control that provided the basis for the spectacular success of the Panzer divisions
in 1940. Achieving tactical and operational surprise, the Panzer divisions broke
through enemy defences, enveloping a large number of hostile forces at Dunkirk.
The legend of the Blitzkrieg was born.
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