Nuremberg Trials History From Beginning To
End

The Nuremberg Trials: Shedding Light on the Darkest Chapters of
History

The Nuremberg Trials hold a significant place in human history. They marked the
first international effort to hold individuals accountable for crimes against
humanity and represented a crucial step towards global justice. Spanning a
period from November 20, 1945, to October 1, 1946, these trials aimed to bring

Nazi war criminals to justice for their abhorrent actions during World War Il.

Background: The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich

The Nuremberg Trials were a direct response to the atrocities committed by the
Nazi regime during the period of Adolf Hitler's rule in Germany. The Nazi Party,
led by Hitler, gained power in 1933 and quickly implemented a series of

discriminatory policies targeting specific groups deemed undesirable by the

regime.
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During World War Il, the Nazis unleashed a reign of terror and genocide,
responsible for the deaths of around six million Jews and millions of others,
including Romani people, disabled individuals, and political dissidents. The
concentration camps and extermination methods employed by the Nazis left an

indelible mark on human history.

The Birth of the Trials: Planning for Justice

As the war came to an end, the Allied powers recognized the need to hold
individuals accountable for their crimes. The idea of an international tribunal to
prosecute war criminals gained traction, and preparations for the Nuremberg
Trials began. The trials were named after the city of Nuremberg in Germany, as it
was a symbolic location where Nazi rallies and laws against Jews were

announced.

The International Military Tribunal (IMT) was established to conduct the trials and
bring key Nazi figures to justice. The four major Allied powers - the United States,
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, and France - appointed judges and

prosecutors to ensure a fair and just trial process.

The Trials' Proceedings: Seeking Justice for the Victims

The Nuremberg Trials commenced on November 20, 1945, with the prosecution
presenting evidence against 22 high-ranking Nazi officials. These individuals,
including Hermann Géring, Rudolf Hess, and Albert Speer, faced charges of war

crimes, crimes against peace, and crimes against humanity.
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Over the course of the trials, extensive evidence of Nazi atrocities was presented,
including documents, testimonies, and even film footage from the concentration
camps. The world witnessed the horrifying realities of the Holocaust and the

extent of Nazi Germany's brutalities.

The defense, led by prominent lawyers, attempted to deny or downplay their
clients' involvement in the crimes. However, the prosecution's evidence was

overwhelming, leading to several convictions and sentences.

Legacy and Impact: Setting Precedence for the Future

The Nuremberg Trials not only delivered justice to the victims of Nazi atrocities
but also set a crucial precedent for international law. The trials established the
concept of individual criminal responsibility for acts committed during warfare,

including crimes against humanity.

Key legal principles, such as the notion of "crimes against humanity," were
defined during the trials and have since played a vital role in subsequent
international criminal justice proceedings. The Nuremberg Trials became a
turning point in the fight against impunity and provided a glimmer of hope for

humanity's collective pursuit of justice and accountability.

The Nuremberg Trials remain an essential chapter in history that reminds us of
the horrors mankind is capable of and the need for justice to prevail. These trials
set the stage for international justice mechanisms and paved the way for future
war crime tribunals. By shedding light on the atrocities committed by the Nazis,
the trials ensured that the victims' voices would never be forgotten and helped

prevent the repetition of such heinous acts.
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In 1933, the National Socialist German Workers’ Party, triumphant after the July
1932 elections, was the largest political party in Germany. The Nazis quickly
banned all other political parties and, under the leadership of Adolf Hitler,
proceeded to implement the policies which aroused the anti-Semitic sentiment of
the German people. By 1933, the first concentration camp in Dachau was already
in operation, punishing Jews, intellectuals, the mentally and physically
handicapped, homosexuals, and Romani because, in Nazi ideology, they were

inferior and unfit to live in the Third Reich.

In September 1935, the Nazis passed the Nuremberg Laws, which consisted of
the Reich Citizenship Law and the Law for the Protection of German Blood and
German Honor. These laws established the legal foundation upon which the

systematic persecution and extermination of Jews and non-Aryans became the
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law of the land. Between 1933 and 1945, the Nazis established more than 42,000

camps and ghettoes to implement this policy.

When the Allied Powers joined forces to fight the Nazis, they were determined to
bring the German leaders to justice in an international court where they would be
tried for their war crimes. The location for the trial would be Nuremberg in
Germany, the site where the Nazi Party had held its famous rallies and where the
Nuremberg Laws had been legislated. Now, the tables were turned and the city of

Nuremberg would be the place where justice would be served.

What we call the Nuremberg trials was actually a series of 13 trials that took
place between 1945 and 1949. The most famous of the trials was the Trial of
Major War Criminals, which began in November 1945 and ended in October
1946. Nazi leaders such as Joachim von Ribbentrop were hanged; others, such
as Albert Speer and Rudolf Hess, were sentenced to prison terms. Hermann
Goering was also sentenced to hang, but he cheated the noose by committing

suicide with a cyanide pill that he had smuggled into his cell.

Although there were some, including several American Supreme Court justices,
who felt that the Nuremberg trials failed to deliver justice, the contemporary view
holds them as a milestone in the annals of the law and as the forerunner of a
permanent international court charged with the task of addressing crimes against

humanity.
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