
Loudoun County: 250 Years Of Towns And
Villages
Located in the beautiful state of Virginia, Loudoun County has a rich history that
spans over 250 years. This county is known for its charming towns and
picturesque villages, each offering a unique and unforgettable experience for both
locals and visitors.

Leesburg: A Historic Gem

Leesburg, the county seat of Loudoun County, is a town that seamlessly
combines history with modern amenities. Founded in 1758, Leesburg features
well-preserved 18th-century buildings and a charming downtown area, filled with
boutique shops, art galleries, and local eateries.

Walking through the streets of Leesburg is like stepping back in time. The town's
historic district boasts beautiful Federal, Victorian, and Greek Revival
architecture, making it a popular spot for history enthusiasts and architecture
lovers.
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One of the notable sites in Leesburg is the historic Morven Park estate. It is not
only a stunning mansion but also offers visitors a chance to explore beautiful
gardens and enjoy outdoor activities such as horseback riding and hiking.

Purcellville: Small Town Charm

Located in western Loudoun County, Purcellville is a quaint town known for its
small-town charm and welcoming community. Founded in 1764, Purcellville
exudes an unmistakable historic ambiance.

With its fascinating history and beautiful landscapes, Purcellville is a great place
to explore. Take a stroll down the charming Main Street filled with local shops and
restaurants or visit the Loudoun Valley Wine Trail, which passes through the
town, offering wine lovers a chance to taste award-winning wines in picturesque
vineyards.

The historic Train Station in Purcellville is also worth a visit. It has been beautifully
restored and now serves as a museum dedicated to preserving the town's
railroad history. Visitors can learn about the important role that railroads played in
shaping the region.

Middleburg: Equestrian Enclave

Known as the "Nation's Horse and Hunt Capital," Middleburg is an equestrian
enclave located in Loudoun County. Established in 1787, Middleburg is a
picturesque village known for its elegant horse farms and charming downtown
area.
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The town is a hub for horse enthusiasts, hosting prestigious equestrian events
throughout the year. It is home to the well-known Middleburg Training Center,
where racehorses are trained. Visitors can also enjoy scenic horseback rides
through the countryside or watch thrilling polo matches.

In addition to its equestrian attractions, Middleburg offers visitors a unique
shopping experience. The town is known for its high-end boutiques, antique
stores, and art galleries. It is a perfect destination for those looking to combine a
love for horses with a love for luxury.

Waterford: A Step Back in Time

Waterford, a National Historic Landmark village, is located in Loudoun County
and is known for its preservation of 18th and 19th-century architecture. Founded
in 1733, Waterford is an exceptionally well-preserved village that offers visitors a
glimpse into the past.

Walking through the streets of Waterford feels like stepping back in time. The
village is home to charming colonial-era homes, a working mill, a restored one-
room schoolhouse, and beautiful gardens. Visitors can also explore the
fascinating Waterford Foundation Museum, showcasing the history and culture of
the village.

Waterford is also famous for its annual Waterford Fair, a three-day event that
celebrates the village's heritage. The fair features traditional crafts, live music,
delicious food, and a variety of activities for all ages.

Loudoun County, with its collection of charming towns and picturesque villages, is
a destination that offers a perfect blend of history, culture, and natural beauty.
From the historic streets of Leesburg to the equestrian paradise of Middleburg,
each town has its own distinct character and attractions to explore.



Whether you are a history buff, a nature enthusiast, or simply someone looking
for a relaxing getaway, Loudoun County has something for everyone. Come and
immerse yourself in the rich history and warm hospitality of this remarkable
county.
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Loudoun County, one of Virginia�s most charming areas, is truly a picturesque
region, balanced with sweeping pastoral landscapes along the Potomac and
many lovely small towns and villages. Over the past
several hundred years, this county has enjoyed an ethnic-rich past, meaning that
many diverse cultures�the American Indian, European, and African�have
called this place home. These different civilizations have left an indelible mark on
Loudoun County�s character and architectural appearance, from traditional
churches and shops to the more ornate and lavish homes scattered across the
countryside. Fortunately, many of these buildings still stand, serving as fitting
reminders to these different people�s struggles and lives. In this volume of over
200 photographs, many never before published, you will experience the Loudoun
County of yesteryear�a time when wagons and early automobiles competed for
space on the same dusty highways, when homes and schools were made of
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cobblestone and wood
framing, and when life seemed, overall, slower and less complicated. This book
takes us on a wonderful journey through the county�s major towns, such as
Leesburg, Hamilton, Hillsboro, Lovettsville, Middleburg, Purcellville, and Round
Hill, and to the smaller villages, such as Waterford, Broad Run Farms, and
Taylorstown. From the turn of the twentieth century to more contemporary times,
you will see your �home county� as you have never seen it before or as you
remembered it as a child.
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