
Let Justice Roll Down John Perkins: A True
Story of Redemption and Racial
Reconciliation
In a world plagued by racial discord, John Perkins stands as a beacon of hope.
His remarkable journey from poverty and injustice to becoming a trailblazer in the
civil rights movement is a testament to the power of forgiveness and the
possibility of reconciliation. This article delves deep into John Perkins' life and
legacy, exploring the challenges he faced, the milestones he achieved, and the
lasting impact he continues to make.

From Humble Beginnings

John Perkins was born into a sharecropping family in Mississippi in 1930.
Growing up in the era of segregation and Jim Crow laws, Perkins experienced
firsthand the systemic racism that was deeply rooted in the American South. His
early years were marred by poverty, discrimination, and violence, leaving an
indelible mark on his soul.

Despite the hardships, Perkins persevered. Recognizing the power of education,
he attended a segregated school, where he excelled academically. This thirst for
knowledge propelled him forward, eventually leading him to California, where he
had a life-altering encounter with the gospel.
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An Awakening

While attending a Bible study, Perkins began to question the stark contrast
between the love preached in church and the racial hatred he witnessed daily.
This inner turmoil led him to embrace Christianity wholeheartedly and become
deeply involved in the civil rights movement. He realized that justice and equality
were not merely political ideals but biblical mandates that demanded action.

Perkins' newfound faith provided him with the strength and conviction to fight
against injustice. He became a vocal advocate for racial integration, leading voter
registration drives and participating in nonviolent protests. This unwavering
commitment to justice eventually landed him behind bars.

The Cost of Justice

Imprisoned on trumped-up charges, Perkins endured months of mistreatment,
beatings, and threats. But even in the face of adversity, he refused to succumb to
bitterness or hatred. Instead, he found solace in the teachings of Martin Luther
King Jr. and the principles of nonviolence.
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Upon his release, Perkins dedicated his life to building bridges between racial
communities. He founded the Christian Community Development Association
(CCDA),an organization committed to pursuing social justice, economic
development, and racial reconciliation. Through CCDA, Perkins initiated various
initiatives such as affordable housing projects, job training programs, and
educational opportunities for underprivileged youth.

A Legacy of Reconciliation

As the years passed, Perkins' impact on racial reconciliation continued to grow.
He authored several influential books, including his autobiography "Let Justice
Roll Down," which became a national bestseller. His compelling story of
overcoming adversity and seeking forgiveness resonated with readers from all
walks of life, igniting a desire for change and reconciliation.

Perkins' work has not gone unnoticed. He has been honored with countless
awards and accolades, including the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's
highest civilian honor. But beyond the recognition, his true legacy lies in the lives
he has touched and the communities he has transformed.

Continuing the Fight

Today, at the age of 91, John Perkins remains a tireless advocate for justice and
equality. His message of hope reverberates through every speech he delivers,
every conversation he engages in, and every life he impacts. Through his words
and actions, he exemplifies what it means to let justice roll down.

In a world where racial divisions still persist, John Perkins' life serves as a
reminder that forgiveness, empathy, and compassion are powerful tools for
change. His unwavering belief in the possibility of reconciliation challenges us to



examine our own biases and actively work towards a more just and inclusive
society.

John Perkins embodies the essence of resilience, forgiveness, and the relentless
pursuit of justice. His remarkable journey from poverty and injustice to becoming
a force for change is an inspiration to us all. Let us learn from his story and strive
to make the world a better place, where justice truly rolls down for all.

Let justice roll down.
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His brother died in his arms, shot by a deputy marshal. He was beaten and
tortured by the sheriff and state police. But through it all, he returned good for
evil, love for hate, and progress for prejudice, and he brought hope to black and
white alike.

The story of John Perkins is a gripping portrayal of what happens when faith
thrusts a person into the midst of a struggle against racism, oppression, and
injustice. It is about the costs of discipleship--the jailings, the floggings, the
despair, the sacrifice. And it is about the transforming work of faith that allowed
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John to respond to such overwhelming indignities with miraculous compassion,
vision, and hope.

Perhaps more now than ever, young people need to read his story. This youth
edition of the book Christianity Today named as one of the top fifty books that
have shaped evangelicals will inspire a new generation to seek justice, love
mercy, and walk humbly with God in the face of radical social change.
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