
Justice: What is the Right Thing To Do?
Justice is a concept that has intrigued philosophers, legal experts, and ordinary
individuals alike for centuries. It is a fundamental principle that guides our judicial
system and moral compass. Determining what is "right" or "just" in various
situations is a complex task, often invoking debates and differing perspectives. In
this article, we will explore the essence of justice and delve into the question of
what the right thing to do truly means.

The Nature of Justice

Justice can be seen as the fair and equitable treatment of individuals, based on a
system of laws and moral principles. It is rooted in the idea of giving each person
their due, ensuring that they are treated justly and without bias. This ensures that
everyone is held accountable for their actions and decisions.

In society, justice takes various forms. We have criminal justice, which aims to
punish those who break the law, and civil justice, which seeks to resolve disputes
between individuals or organizations. Both types aim to ensure fairness and
resolve conflicts in an equitable manner.
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However, justice is not always straightforward or easily attainable. It is shaped by
cultural, social, and historical contexts, leading to diverse interpretations and
applications. What may be considered just in one society might be seen as unjust
in another, highlighting the subjectivity of justice.

Theories of Justice

Over the centuries, numerous theories of justice have emerged in an attempt to
explain and define this complex concept. Let's explore a few of the most
prominent theories:

1. Utilitarianism

Utilitarianism, championed by philosophers such as Jeremy Bentham and John
Stuart Mill, focuses on achieving the greatest happiness for the greatest number
of people. In this view, justice is about maximizing overall well-being and
minimizing suffering. The right thing to do is determined by the consequences of
an action, considering its overall impact on society.

2. Deontological Ethics

Deontological ethics, popularized by thinkers like Immanuel Kant, emphasizes
moral duties and principles. Justice is seen as adherence to these universal
principles, irrespective of the outcome. The right thing to do is determined by
following ethical rules and treating individuals as ends in themselves, rather than
means to an end.

3. Rawls' Theory of Justice as Fairness
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John Rawls proposed the theory of "justice as fairness," which places importance
on social and economic equality. In this view, justice requires an equitable
distribution of resources and opportunities. The right thing to do is to ensure that
the least advantaged in society are given the best possible outcome, focusing on
the principle of fairness.

The Right Thing To Do: Balancing Perspectives

While theories of justice provide frameworks for understanding what is right, in
reality, justice is often a compromise between different perspectives. The right
thing to do may differ depending on individual circumstances, cultural norms, and
societal values.

One individual's understanding of justice may prioritize personal freedoms, while
another might emphasize social responsibilities. For some, justice is about
retribution and punishment, while for others, it is about rehabilitation and
restoration. This diversity of perspectives is what makes justice a challenging but
necessary concept to navigate.

Click Below for the Ultimate Guide to Justice



No matter how we define justice or what the right thing to do is, it is crucial to
engage in ongoing discussions and reflections. By considering different theories,
perspectives, and intelligent conversations, we can continuously refine our
understanding of justice and strive towards a more equitable and fair society.

Justice is a multifaceted concept that has captivated human minds for centuries.
While theories attempt to provide universal frameworks for understanding what is
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right, justice is often subjective and context-dependent. As individuals and as a
society, it is essential that we engage in thoughtful discussions and consider
diverse perspectives to ensure a just and fair world.
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A renowned Harvard professor's brilliant, sweeping, inspiring account of the role
of justice in our society--and of the moral dilemmas we face as citizens

What are our obligations to others as people in a free society? Should
government tax the rich to help the poor? Is the free market fair? Is it sometimes
wrong to tell the truth? Is killing sometimes morally required? Is it possible, or
desirable, to legislate morality? Do individual rights and the common good
conflict?

Michael J. Sandel's "Justice" course is one of the most popular and influential at
Harvard. Up to a thousand students pack the campus theater to hear Sandel
relate the big questions of political philosophy to the most vexing issues of the
day, and this fall, public television will air a series based on the course. Justice
offers readers the same exhilarating journey that captivates Harvard students.
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This book is a searching, lyrical exploration of the meaning of justice, one that
invites readers of all political persuasions to consider familiar controversies in
fresh and illuminating ways. Affirmative action, same-sex marriage, physician-
assisted suicide, abortion, national service, patriotism and dissent, the moral
limits of markets—Sandel dramatizes the challenge of thinking through these
con?icts, and shows how a surer grasp of philosophy can help us make sense of
politics, morality, and our own convictions as well. Justice is lively, thought-
provoking, and wise—an essential new addition to the small shelf of books that
speak convincingly to the hard questions of our civic life.
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