
Inside The Most Storied Rivalry In College
Hoops

An to College Basketball's Greatest Rivalry

The Duke Blue Devils and the North Carolina Tar Heels. Two iconic basketball
programs with a rivalry that transcends the sport itself. Whenever these two
teams clash on the court, it’s not just about pride or bragging rights; it’s about
tradition, history, and a legacy that dates back decades.

The Origins of the Rivalry

The Duke-UNC rivalry began in 1920 when the two schools first met on the
basketball court. Since then, they have faced each other over 250 times, creating
some of the most memorable moments in college basketball history. From
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buzzer-beaters to overtime thrillers, every encounter between these two teams is
highly anticipated by fans around the world.
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The Battle for Supremacy

Both Duke and UNC have enjoyed tremendous success over the years. Duke has
won five national championships, while UNC has won six. This constant pursuit of
greatness has fueled the intensity of their rivalry, with each team constantly
pushing the other to their limits.

The Legends

No discussion about the Duke-UNC rivalry is complete without mentioning the
legendary players who have graced these two programs. From Michael Jordan to
Christian Laettner, from Grant Hill to Tyler Hansbrough, the list of basketball icons
is endless. These players have not only left their mark on this rivalry but on the
entire basketball world.

The Coaches
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Just as the players have become household names, so have the coaches. Duke's
Mike Krzyzewski and UNC's Roy Williams are two of the most successful
coaches in college basketball history. Their leadership, strategic brilliance, and
ability to inspire their teams have added another layer of greatness to this rivalry.

Tales of Glory

The Duke-UNC rivalry has given us countless unforgettable moments. From
Duke's Miracle Minute in 2001 to UNC's 8-point comeback in the final 17 seconds
in 1974, these games have tested the heart rates of fans and solidified the
rivalry's status as one of the greatest in all of sports.

Impact on the Community

Beyond the basketball court, the Duke-UNC rivalry has a significant impact on the
surrounding communities. The fervor of this rivalry brings together students,
alumni, and fans from all walks of life. It sparks conversations, fosters
camaraderie, and strengthens a sense of belonging among all those who are part
of these respective institutions.

The Future of the Rivalry

The Duke-UNC rivalry has stood the test of time, and its future looks just as
promising. With new generations of talented players and passionate fans, this
rivalry will continue to captivate audiences for years to come. It's a rivalry that
defines college basketball and one that will forever be etched in the sport's
storied history.

The Duke-UNC rivalry is not just a clash of basketball teams; it's a clash of
legacies, traditions, and the relentless pursuit of excellence. It's a rivalry that has
transcended sports and become a cultural phenomenon. So, the next time you



witness these two teams battling it out on the court, remember that you are
witnessing history in the making, and it doesn't get any bigger than this.
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"To Hell with Carolina,"
--From the Duke Fight Song

"Go to Hell, Duke!"
--Last line, Tar Heel Fight Song

For fifty years the rivalry between Duke and Carolina has featured famous brawls,
endless controversy, long-nurtured hatred—and some of the best basketball ever
played in the history of the sport. For Duke and UNC players and fans, the
competition is not about winning a prize, trophy or title. The reason students at
both schools camp out for days to get tickets—is about bragging rights and raw
pride.

Fueled by a proximity of eight miles along Tobacco Road, these two highly
respected academic institutions have a rivalry of contrasts: powder blue vs. royal
blue; public vs. private; Southerners versus Northern transplants; Michael Jordan
and Vince Carter vs. Grant Hill and Christian Laettner. And now, with former Tar
Heel assistant Roy Williams the new head coach of UNC, and Mike Krzyzewski
still going strong at Duke—the rivalry only continues.

Blue Blood is a thrilling chronicle of the Duke-Carolina rivalry as it has evolved
over the last fifty years. With unparalleled insider access, veteran journalist and
author Art Chansky details the colorful, revered, and respected rivalry—for the
first time ever. Chansky has seen every Duke-Carolina game since 1968 and now
gives readers the never-before-told details, the story behind the story of this
rivalry that has polarized the nation.

The Duke-Carolina rivalry has fostered more than thirty former players from the
two schools playing or coaching in the NBA; it has cultivated a maniacal
subculture of fans who camp out for weeks just to get tickets to the seasonal



match-ups; it has enchanted a nation of spectators to watch games between the
archrivals—garnering some of the highest regular-season TV ratings in history.
Blue Blood celebrates the history of this rivalry, the traditions, the heritage, and,
most importantly—spectacular basketball.
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