
Indians, English, and the Contest for Authority
in Colonial New England Early

Colonial New England Early witnessed intense competition between Indians and
English settlers for authority over the land and its resources. This contest for
power shaped the history of the region and laid the foundation for modern-day
America. In this article, we will explore the intricate dynamics between these two
groups, their clash of cultures, and their struggle for dominance.

The Arrival of the English
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During the early 17th century, English settlers started arriving in what is now
known as New England. Seeking religious freedom and economic opportunities,
they came with the intent to establish permanent settlements. However, their
arrival was met with resistance from the Native American Indian tribes who had
inhabited the land for centuries.
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The clash of cultures between the Indians and English settlers was profound. The
English brought with them their own societal norms, religion, and governance
systems, which starkly contrasted with the communal and spiritual way of life
followed by the Native Americans. This clash laid the groundwork for the contest
of authority that would ensue.

The Contest for Land and Resources

At the heart of the contest for authority was the control over land and its abundant
resources. The English settlers viewed the land as a commodity to be acquired,
owned, and exploited for their own benefit. They practiced agricultural techniques
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that required extensive land clearings, displacing and disrupting the traditional
Indian land-use patterns.

The Indians, on the other hand, had a deep spiritual and cultural connection with
the land. They recognized its ecological importance and practiced sustainable
land management techniques. This clash of ideologies intensified tensions
between the Indians and English settlers, as they vied for control over the
precious natural resources.

Conflicts and Diplomacy

Throughout colonial New England, tensions escalated into armed conflicts
between the Native American Indian tribes and English settlers. The Indians,
often outnumbered and outgunned, resorted to guerrilla warfare and hit-and-run
tactics to defend their homeland. These Native American resistance movements,
such as the Pequot War and King Philip's War, displayed the willingness of
Indians to fight for their sovereignty.

However, not all interactions between Indians and English settlers were marked
by violence. Diplomatic relationships emerged as some Indians recognized the
power of the English and sought to establish alliances for mutual benefit. Some
tribes entered into treaties or became "praying Indians" – those who converted to
Christianity and adopted English cultural practices.

Shifts in Balance of Power

Over time, the English settlers gained the upper hand in the contest for authority.
Their advancements in technology and resources, coupled with their superior
military capabilities, ensured their eventual dominance. English settlements
expanded rapidly, encroaching further into Indian territories and pushing
indigenous populations to the margins.



The Indians, who once controlled vast lands, found themselves marginalized,
dispossessed, and subjected to English colonial policies. Their sovereignty was
eroded, and their way of life drastically changed. The contest for authority, which
shaped colonial New England, resulted in the displacement and subjugation of
Native American Indian tribes.

Long-Term Impact

The contest for authority between Indians and English settlers in colonial New
England had far-reaching implications. The English dominance laid the
foundation for the British Empire's control over North America, shaping the course
of American history. The impact on Native American Indian tribes cannot be
overlooked – their independence and cultural heritage were forever altered by the
English presence.

Today, as we reflect on the history of colonial New England, it is essential to
recognize and learn from the contest for authority that took place. It serves as a
reminder of the power dynamics inherent in colonial encounters and the complex
legacies they leave behind.

The contest for authority between Indians and English settlers in colonial New
England early was a transformative period in American history. The clash of
cultures, the fight for land and resources, and the shifts in power dynamics all
shaped the region's trajectory. Understanding this complex history allows us to
appreciate the struggles, resilience, and enduring legacies of both Native
American Indian tribes and English settlers in the formation of the United States
of America.
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Land ownership was not the sole reason for conflict between Indians and English,
Jenny Pulsipher writes in Subjects unto the Same King, a book that cogently
redefines the relationship between Indians and colonists in seventeenth-century
New England. Rather, the story is much more complicated—and much more
interesting. It is a tale of two divided cultures, but also of a host of individuals,
groups, colonies, and nations, all of whom used the struggle between and within
Indian and English communities to promote their own authority.

As power within New England shifted, Indians appealed outside the region—to
other Indian nations, competing European colonies, and the English crown itself
—for aid in resisting the overbearing authority of such rapidly expanding societies
as the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Thus Indians were at the center—and not
always on the losing end—of a contest for authority that spanned the Atlantic
world. Beginning soon after the English settled in Plymouth, the power struggle
would eventually spawn a devastating conflict—King Philip's War—and draw the
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intervention of the crown, resulting in a dramatic loss of authority for both Indians
and colonists by century's end.

Through exhaustive research, Jenny Hale Pulsipher has rewritten the accepted
history of the Indian-English relationship in colonial New England, revealing it to
be much more complex and nuanced than previously supposed.
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