
How To Restore Human Connection In A
World That Is Pulling Apart

Imagine a world where people are deeply connected with one another, where
everyone feels valued, understood, and supported. A world where genuine
human connections flourish, contributing to a sense of belonging and overall well-
being. Sadly, in today's fast-paced and digital society, this ideal scenario seems
to be slipping away.

Technology, despite its numerous benefits, has inadvertently contributed to the
erosion of human connection. We find ourselves in a world where people can be
physically near each other, but mentally and emotionally distant. Social media
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platforms, once thought to bring us closer together, have paradoxically created a
barrier between individuals, replacing authentic interaction with likes, shares, and
emojis.
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The consequences of this disconnection are far-reaching. Loneliness and
depression rates continue to soar, as people feel more isolated than ever before.
The need for intimate human connections is ingrained in our DNA, and when it is
not adequately fulfilled, our mental and physical health suffers.

However, there is hope. By recognizing the importance of human connection and
actively working towards restoring it, we can gradually reverse this trend of
disconnection.

1. Prioritize Real-Life Interactions

In a world dominated by virtual interactions, it is crucial to prioritize real-life
connections. While technology has its merits, it should not replace face-to-face
interactions. Make a conscious effort to schedule regular meetups with friends,
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relatives, and even coworkers. By engaging in genuine conversations and
sharing experiences, you can deepen your relationships and foster a sense of
connection.

2. Disconnect from Technology

With smartphones constantly vying for our attention, it's easy to get sucked into
the digital vortex. Challenge yourself to disconnect from technology for a set
period each day. Use this time to engage in activities that cultivate human
connection, such as going for a walk with a loved one, having a coffee date with a
friend, or even engaging in a hobby that allows for social interaction. By
consciously stepping away from screens, you can create space for meaningful
connections.

3. Practice Active Listening

Meaningful connections are built on effective communication, and at the core of
communication lies active listening. When engaging in a conversation, truly focus
on what the other person is saying, without interrupting or formulating your
response prematurely. By listening attentively, you convey that the other person's
thoughts and feelings are important, which fosters a sense of connection and
understanding.

4. Seek Shared Experiences

One of the most effective ways to forge connections is by seeking shared
experiences. This can be as simple as participating in group activities,
volunteering for a cause, or joining a club or organization centered around a
common interest. By engaging in activities alongside others and working towards
a shared goal, you create opportunities for meaningful connections to develop
naturally.



5. Be Vulnerable and Authentic

In a world where portraying a perfect image is the norm, it can be intimidating to
show vulnerability or authenticity. However, these traits are essential for building
genuine connections. By allowing yourself to be vulnerable and sharing your true
self with others, you create a safe space for others to do the same. This
authenticity fosters connection on a deeper level, as it enables others to see and
accept the real you.

6. Practice Empathy and Kindness

Empathy and kindness are powerful tools for restoring human connection. By
putting yourself in another person's shoes and treating them with compassion,
you create a supportive environment where connections can thrive. Small acts of
kindness, such as offering a listening ear or helping someone in need, have the
potential to strengthen relationships and foster a sense of community.

7. Build Meaningful Relationships

Lastly, focus on building meaningful relationships rather than pursuing superficial
connections. Quality is always more important than quantity when it comes to
human connections. Invest your time and energy in those relationships that truly
matter to you, and nurture them with care and attention. By cultivating deep
connections, you enrich your life and contribute to the restoration of human
connection on a larger scale.

As we navigate the complexities of a world that is pulling apart, it is up to each
individual to prioritize human connection. By actively implementing these
strategies and recognizing the value of genuine connections, we can restore the
sense of belonging and togetherness that is vital for our collective well-being.

Remember, we are all in this together.
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A bold, hopeful, and thought-provoking account by “one of the world’s leading
thinkers” (The Observer) of how we built a lonely world, how the pandemic
accelerated the problem, and what we must do to come together again 

“A compelling vision for how we can bridge our many divides at this time of great
change and disruption.”—Arianna Huffington, founder and CEO of Thrive Global

“An important new book.”—The Economist

NEXT BIG IDEA CLUB NOMINEE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY WIRED (UK) AND THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

Loneliness has become the defining condition of the twenty-first century. It is
damaging our health, our wealth, and our happiness and even threatening our
democracy. Never has it been more pervasive or more widespread, but never has
there been more that we can do about it. 
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Even before a global pandemic introduced us to terms like “social distancing,” the
fabric of community was unraveling and our personal relationships were under
threat. And technology isn’t the sole culprit. Equally to blame are the dismantling
of civic institutions, the radical reorganization of the workplace, the mass
migration to cities, and decades of neoliberal policies that have placed self-
interest above the collective good.

This is not merely a mental health crisis. Loneliness increases our risk of heart
disease, cancer, and dementia. Statistically, it’s as bad for our health as smoking
fifteen cigarettes a day. It’s also an economic crisis, costing us billions annually.
And it’s a political crisis, as feelings of marginalization fuel divisiveness and
extremism around the world. But it’s also a crisis we have the power to solve.

Combining a decade of research with firsthand reporting, Noreena Hertz takes us
from a “how to read a face” class at an Ivy League university to isolated remote
workers in London during lockdown, from “renting a friend” in Manhattan to
nursing home residents knitting bonnets for their robot caregivers in Japan.

Offering bold solutions ranging from compassionate AI to innovative models for
urban living to new ways of reinvigorating our neighborhoods and reconciling our
differences, The Lonely Century offers a hopeful and empowering vision for how
to heal our fractured communities and restore connection in our lives.
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