
How Four Women Brought Philosophy Back
To Life
Philosophy has long been considered a male-dominated field, but in recent years,
a group of incredible women have emerged to reshape the narrative and bring
philosophy back to life. With their unique perspectives and groundbreaking ideas,
these women have not only challenged traditional notions of philosophy but have
also opened up new avenues of exploration and discussion.

1. Alice

Alice, an academic scholar, was passionate about linguistic philosophy. She
believed that language played a vital role in shaping our thoughts and
perceptions, and delved deep into the study of language and its influence on
philosophy. Through her extensive research and insightful writings, Alice
contributed significantly to the revival of linguistic philosophy, garnering attention
and respect from scholars worldwide. Her work forced many philosophers to
reevaluate their assumptions and consider new perspectives.
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2. Emma

Emma, a feminist philosopher, was determined to challenge the male-centric
nature of philosophy. She recognized the inherent biases embedded in
philosophical thought and set out to deconstruct and reconstruct these
frameworks. By centering women's experiences and perspectives in her work,
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Emma paved the way for a more inclusive and diverse philosophical discourse.
Her ideas spurred important discussions around gender, power dynamics, and
the liberation of suppressed voices within the field.

3. Grace

Grace was a philosopher specializing in ethics and moral philosophy.
Recognizing the importance of ethical considerations in today's complex world,
Grace sought to bridge the gap between philosophical theories and real-world
applications. She emphasized the need for practical solutions to ethical dilemmas
and worked tirelessly to develop frameworks that helped individuals navigate
moral challenges. Grace's work not only reinvigorated the field of moral
philosophy but also provided valuable insights into the human condition.
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4. Sophia

Sophia, a philosopher rooted in existentialist thought, delved deep into the realms
of human existence and individual freedom. She explored the complexities of
human emotions, relationships, and the search for meaning in a chaotic world.
Sophia's profound insights into existentialism breathed new life into the
philosophical landscape, reminding us of our shared humanity and the
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importance of introspection and self-reflection. Through her writings and public
lectures, she sparked a renewed interest in existentialism and its relevance in
contemporary society.

These four women – Alice, Emma, Grace, and Sophia – have each played a
significant role in bringing philosophy back to life. Through their dedication,
intellect, and relentless pursuit of truth, they have not only challenged the norms
within the field but have also inspired future generations of philosophers to think
critically, inclusively, and ethically. Their unique contributions have led to a much-
needed revival of philosophy, ensuring its continued relevance and importance in
our ever-changing world.
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A vibrant portrait of four college friends—Iris Murdoch, Philippa Foot, Elizabeth
Anscombe, and Mary Midgley—who formed a new philosophical tradition while
Oxford's men were away fighting World War II.

The history of European philosophy is usually constructed from the work of men.
In Metaphysical Animals, a pioneering group biography, Clare Mac Cumhaill and
Rachael Wiseman offer a compelling alternative. In the mid-twentieth century
Elizabeth Anscombe, Mary Midgley, Philippa Foot, and Iris Murdoch were
philosophy students at Oxford when most male undergraduates and many tutors
were conscripted away to fight in the Second World War. Together, these young
women, all friends, developed a philosophy that could respond to the war’s
darkest revelations.
 
Neither the great Enlightenment thinkers of the past, the logical innovators of the
early twentieth century, or the new Existentialist philosophy trickling across the
Channel, could make sense of this new human reality of limitless depravity and
destructive power, the women felt. Their answer was to bring philosophy back to
life. We are metaphysical animals, they realized, creatures that can question their
very being. Who am I? What is freedom? What is human goodness? The
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answers we give, they believed, shape what we will become.
 
Written with expertise and flair, Metaphysical Animals is a lively portrait of women
who shared ideas, but also apartments, clothes and even lovers. Mac Cumhaill
and Wiseman show how from the disorder and despair of the war, four brilliant
friends created a way of ethical thinking that is there for us today.
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