
How Diet Climate And Landscape Shaped Us
Ever wondered how we, as humans, became the complex beings we are today?
Exploring the influence of diet, climate, and landscape on human evolution
reveals fascinating insights into our development. Our ancestors' struggle for
survival in challenging environments over millions of years played a significant
role in shaping who we are today.

Picture this: a vast and diverse landscape stretching out before you, filled with
lush forests, endless grasslands, and majestic mountains. This was the
environment in which our ancestors roamed, adapting to the ever-changing
climates and landscapes that dictated their survival strategies and shaped their
evolution.

Impact of Diet

Our dietary choices have always been intrinsically linked to our evolution. Our
early ancestors were mainly herbivores, surviving on plant-based diets. However,
as the climate changed and resources became scarce, the need for alternative
food sources arose. This led to the incorporation of meat into our diets, creating a
significant turning point in human evolution.
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The addition of meat to our diets provided a higher calorie intake and access to
essential nutrients necessary for the development and maintenance of our brains.
The increased consumption of meat led to the growth of our brains and resulted
in the emergence of Homo habilis, our early tool-making ancestors.

Influence of Climate

Climate changes throughout history impacted the overall human population
distribution. During periods of extreme cold, certain regions became
uninhabitable, forcing human populations to move and adapt to new
environments. This migration across various climates played a vital role in the
development of different human races.

For instance, the Ice Age forced our ancestors to venture into colder territories.
As they encountered freezing temperatures, their bodies adapted by developing
thicker skin pigmentation and more body hair to withstand the extreme conditions.
These adaptations later led to the emergence of Homo neanderthalensis, who
were highly adapted to colder climates.

Shaping Landscape

The landscapes our ancestors inhabited also shaped their evolution. The ability to
navigate and survive in different terrains required the development of unique
physical traits and mental capabilities.
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During the transition from forests to grasslands, our ancestors faced new
challenges such as hunting big game and walking long distances. This shift
resulted in the development of bipedalism, allowing them to more efficiently cover
larger distances and track down prey. Bipedalism eventually gave rise to our
Homo erectus ancestors, who were highly efficient walkers and runners.

Understanding Our Roots

Studying how our ancestors adapted to their environments provides us with
valuable insights into our own existence. Our ability to adapt to different diets,
climates, and landscapes allowed us to thrive and eventually dominate the planet.

The journey of human evolution is a testament to our resiliency and adaptability.
From the early herbivorous ancestors to the omnivorous Homo sapiens we are
today, every step of our evolution has been influenced by the interplay of diet,
climate, and landscape.

So next time you consider what it means to be human, remember the long and
intricate journey that brought us to where we are now. Our ancestors' struggle for
survival in diverse environments ultimately shaped our bodies, minds, and the
intricate web of life we find ourselves a part of.
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Human Origins provides a comprehensive narrative of our 'big history' – tracing
out the major events from the big bang to the present with an emphasis on the
last million years.The latest evidence from fossil bones, stone tools, artefacts and
ancient DNA reveals how diet, past climate and landscape shaped many of the
features that make us human.
Did our species originate in the southern coastal region of South Africa as groups,
isolated and under pressure, incorporated seafood into their diet for the first time?
Do the first appearances of symbolic artefacts at the far northern and southern
tips of Africa indicate that these areas served as the initial engine rooms of our
cultural evolution?
How did control of fire initiate behaviours that farming and the Industrial
Revolution would amplify to propel us, the human ‘superorganism’, to where we
find ourselves today?
Ours is a deep, complex, incomplete and highly contentious history, but one that
can enlighten us as to who we are and where we might be headed...
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