Hard Learned Lessons From Vietham Veteran
On How To Defend Against Ambushes

Ambushes have been a tactical strategy employed in warfare for centuries, but
perhaps nowhere were they as prevalent and deadly as during the Vietham War.
As American troops found themselves fighting a gritty guerrilla war deep in the
jungles of Vietham, they had to adapt quickly to survive the constant threat of
ambushes from the Viet Cong. In this article, we will delve into the hard-learned

lessons from a Vietham veteran on how to effectively defend against ambushes.

Understanding the Nature of Ambushes

In order to defend against ambushes, it is crucial to first understand their nature.
Ambushes are surprise attacks carried out by the enemy, usually from concealed
positions, with the intention of inflicting maximum damage in a short amount of
time. During the Vietnam War, the Viet Cong were masters at setting up
ambushes, utilizing their knowledge of the local terrain and employing hit-and-run

tactics.

One key lesson learned from Vietnam veterans is the importance of situational
awareness. Always being alert and observing your surroundings is vital in
detecting potential ambushes. This involves constantly scanning the immediate
environment, looking for any signs of suspicious activity or irregularities. The
ability to pick up on subtle details may be the deciding factor between life and
death on the battlefield.
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The Role of Preemptive Measures

Another crucial aspect discussed by Vietnam veterans is the importance of taking
preemptive measures to prevent ambushes. This involves conducting thorough
reconnaissance of the area and identifying potential ambush sites. The ability to
think like the enemy is crucial in this process, as it allows you to anticipate their

likely ambush positions and plan countermeasures accordingly.

Additionally, Vietnam veterans emphasize the significance of setting up defensive
positions that maximize your advantage. This includes selecting locations with
good visibility and cover, while also considering potential escape routes. The
principle of "defense in depth" is vital in neutralizing ambushes effectively, as it
ensures multiple layers of defense that make it difficult for the enemy to

penetrate.

Effective Communications and Firepower

Communications and firepower play a crucial role in preventing and responding to

ambushes. Vietnam veterans stress the importance of maintaining constant and
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effective communication with your squad members. This allows for quick
dissemination of information and coordination, enabling a rapid response to any

potential ambush situation.

When it comes to firepower, being well-equipped and knowledgeable about your
weapons is paramount. Understanding the capabilities and limitations of your
firearms allows you to effectively engage the enemy and suppress their fire
during an ambush. Vietham veterans often highlight the strategic use of

suppressive fire as a way to gain the upper hand and neutralize the ambushers.

Training and Mental Preparedness

Perhaps the most valuable lesson shared by Vietnam veterans is the importance
of training and mental preparedness. The resilience and adaptability developed
through rigorous training can make all the difference in surviving an ambush.
Vietnam veterans stress the need for realistic training scenarios that simulate the
chaos and uncertainty of ambush situations, allowing soldiers to react quickly and

effectively.

Furthermore, mental preparedness involves being mentally tough and
maintaining a calm and composed mindset during an ambush. Panic and fear can
cloud judgment and hinder effective decision-making. Vietnam veterans
emphasize the importance of staying focused, assessing the situation, and taking

decisive action to overcome the ambush.

Learning from the Past

The lessons learned from the Vietham War have had a lasting impact on military
tactics and strategies employed today. The experiences of Vietham veterans
have shaped the way modern military forces approach and respond to ambushes.

The lessons they have passed down highlight the importance of situational



awareness, preemptive measures, effective communications, firepower, and

comprehensive training.

Ultimately, defending against ambushes requires a combination of tactical
knowledge, physical preparedness, and mental fortitude. Those who learn from
the hard-earned lessons of Vietham veterans are better equipped to face the

challenges of modern warfare.
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| was in the Mekong Delta of Vietham. 1968. The Viet Cong grew so frustrated at
their inability to ambush my daily convoy that they placed a bounty on my head. |
was the only US Army officer within 50 miles to have this dubious distinction. But
it served as a great reminder that our defense against ambushes was working.

And we planned to cause the enemy a lot more frustration!

Hard learned lessons from a Vietnam Veteran on how to defend against

ambushes. Avoiding the Kill Zone, proper vehicle spacing, anti-ambush training
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and other techniques. Learn how ambushers think and their techniques so you

can outwit them. The author survived three ambushes, avoided many others. "l

brought all my men home safely. This is how | did it".

Herman Mehville
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