
Dominican Baseball: New Pride, Old Prejudice
In the Dominican Republic, baseball is more than just a sport; it is a way of life.
The love and passion for the game run deep within the culture, making it a
national pastime that brings people together, transcending social barriers and
economic differences. However, beneath the surface of this beloved sport, there
lies a longstanding prejudice that has plagued Dominican baseball for decades.

The Birth of a Baseball Nation

Baseball's to the Dominican Republic can be traced back to the late 19th century
when sugar cane workers from the United States and Cuba brought the game to
the island. It quickly gained popularity and became ingrained in the local
communities, capturing the hearts of both young and old.

Today, the island nation has become a breeding ground for exceptional baseball
talent. Many Dominican players have made their way to Major League Baseball
(MLB) and have achieved great success on the international stage. Names like
Pedro Martinez, David Ortiz, and Sammy Sosa have become synonymous with
excellence in the sport.
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The Struggle for Equality

Despite the remarkable achievements of Dominican baseball players, prejudice
has always loomed over them. The prejudice stems from a belief that Dominicans
are naturally talented at baseball due to their race and heritage, instead of
acknowledging their hard work, dedication, and skill.

This bias has led to discriminatory practices within the baseball industry.
Dominican players are often subjected to lower wages, harsher treatment, and
unequal opportunities compared to their American counterparts. They are seen
as commodities rather than individuals, as teams exploit the abundance of talent
available on the island.

Breaking the Cycle

Thankfully, efforts are being made to confront and overcome these prejudices.
Dominican baseball players and their supporters are fighting for equal treatment,
fair wages, and improved conditions. They are breaking the cycle of prejudice by
showcasing their talent and demanding respect.

Organizations such as the Dominican Baseball Players Association (APORDOM)
strive to protect the rights and interests of players, advocating for fair contracts
and improved working conditions. They work tirelessly to bring about change and
create a more equitable playing field.

A New Era of Dominican Baseball

Slowly but surely, the tide is beginning to turn. As more Dominican players make
their mark in the MLB, they are challenging stereotypes and proving that their
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success is a result of their dedication to the sport, not just their ethnicity or
background.

Even within the Dominican Republic, local leagues and teams are taking steps to
promote inclusivity and diversity. Young players from all backgrounds are given
equal opportunities to showcase their skills and pursue their dreams.

Celebrating Dominican Baseball Heritage

As the world continues to appreciate the talent and passion that Dominican
baseball brings to the game, it is essential not to overlook the struggles and
prejudices faced by these players. We must acknowledge their achievements
while also advocating for their equal treatment and recognition.

Dominican baseball is a symbol of national pride, resilience, and unity. It
represents the dreams and aspirations of countless young boys and girls who see
the sport as their ticket to a better life. It is a story of triumph over adversity and a
reminder that talent knows no boundaries.

Through education, awareness, and support, we can help break down the
barriers that hinder Dominican baseball players. It is time to celebrate their
accomplishments and ensure that the prejudice they face becomes a relic of the
past.

Dominican baseball is a source of immense pride for the nation, producing some
of the greatest players to ever step foot on a baseball diamond. However, it is
accompanied by a history of prejudice and inequality that cannot be ignored. By
acknowledging and addressing these issues, we can pave the way for a brighter
future for Dominican baseball players and bring about lasting change that
benefits the sport as a whole.
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Pedro Martínez. Sammy Sosa. Manny Ramírez.  By 2000, Dominican baseball
players were in every Major League clubhouse, and regularly winning every
baseball award. In 2002, Omar Minaya became the first Dominican general
manager of a Major League team. But how did this codependent relationship
between MLB and Dominican talent arise and thrive? 

 

In his incisive and engaging book, Dominican Baseball, Alan Klein examines the
history of MLB's presence and influence in the Dominican Republic, the
development of the booming industry and academies, and the dependence on
Dominican player developers, known as buscones. He also addresses issues of
identity fraud and the use of performance-enhancing drugs as hopefuls seek to
play professionally.

 

Dominican Baseball charts the trajectory of the economic flows of this
transnational exchange, and the pride Dominicans feel in their growing influence
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in the sport. Klein also uncovers the prejudice that prompts MLB to diminish
Dominican claims on legitimacy. This sharp, smartly argued book deftly chronicles
the uneasy and often contested relations of the contemporary Dominican game
and industry. 
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