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As history unfolds, certain figures emerge as powerful trailblazers who leave an
indelible mark on society. His Majesty Kamehameha IV, also known as Alexander
Liholiho, was one such visionary leader. Serving as King of Hawaii from 1855
until his untimely death in 1863, he dedicated himself to the betterment of his
people and the preservation of Hawaiian culture.

Throughout his reign, Kamehameha IV delivered numerous speeches to the
Hawaiian Legislature that showcased his intellect, empathy, and devotion to
progress. These speeches provide invaluable insights into his thoughts, ideas,
and vision for the future of the Hawaiian Kingdom.

A Glimpse into the Reign of Kamehameha IV

Born on February 9, 1834, Kamehameha IV ascended to the throne at the young
age of 21, succeeding his uncle, Kamehameha III. The young king ushered in a
period known as the "Mahele" (meaning "division") which aimed to modernize
Hawaii's system of land distribution. Education, healthcare, and economic
development were also at the core of his agenda.
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Kamehameha IV understood the importance of education in shaping a
prosperous nation. In 1863, he founded the Queen's Hospital (now known as The
Queen's Medical Center) and established the system of public education in which
English was taught alongside the native Hawaiian language. His initiatives paved
the way for a more diversified and enlightened society.

The Speeches that Shaped a Nation

One of the most renowned speeches delivered by Kamehameha IV was on
August 8, 1856, titled "E Hoonoho!!" which translates to "to settle, establish, or
regulate". In this speech, he outlined his vision for a strong and unified Hawaiian
government that embraced constitutional monarchy and encouraged civic
participation.

His Majesty addressed the legislators with eloquence, stating, "We should strive
to achieve a society where laws guide our actions, where individual rights are
respected, and where justice is accessible to all. Let us work together to lay the
foundation of a just and enduring government."

Another notable speech, delivered on February 3, 1855, exposed the king's deep
compassion for the welfare of his people. In his address, he emphasized the
need for improved healthcare and the establishment of hospitals throughout the
islands. His Majesty believed that a healthy population was fundamental to
Hawaii's progress and prosperity.
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Kamehameha IV's speeches to the Hawaiian Legislature were not limited to
domestic matters. On December 24, 1862, he delivered a heartfelt speech titled
"He Ai Kamalii," meaning "Feed the Children." In this exhortation, the king
pleaded for greater vigilance and involvement in addressing the issue of child
abandonment, stressing that every child deserved love, care, and protection,
regardless of their social status or circumstances.

The Legacy Lives On

Even though Kamehameha IV's reign was cut short at just the age of 29, his
speeches and actions continue to inspire generations. His unwavering
commitment to justice, education, and the welfare of his people laid the
foundation for a more equitable and compassionate Hawaiian society.

In recognition of his transformative leadership, the state of Hawaii celebrates
March 26th as Kamehameha IV Day annually. It serves as a reminder of his
invaluable contributions towards a progressive Hawaiian Kingdom and
encourages citizens to emulate his principles of unity, justice, and compassion.

Uncover the Hidden Gems

While pieces of history often fade into obscurity, Kamehameha IV's speeches to
the Hawaiian Legislature provide a unique window into the past. These impactful
addresses delivered by a visionary king offer profound insights into the
challenges faced by Hawaiian society during the 19th century and shed light on
the progressive solutions put forth by His Majesty.

By exploring and studying these speeches, we gain a deeper understanding of
the societal and political landscape of the time and can appreciate the evolution
and resilience of the Hawaiian Kingdom. The legacy of Kamehameha IV lives on



through his words, shaping the narrative and inspiring current and future
generations to strive towards a more enlightened and inclusive world.

The speeches of His Majesty Kamehameha IV to the Hawaiian Legislature serve
as powerful testaments to his progressive leadership and unwavering dedication
to the betterment of his people. These eloquent addresses reveal a visionary
ruler who prioritized education, healthcare, and justice, paving the way for a more
enlightened society in the Hawaiian Kingdom. By delving into these speeches, we
not only gain historical insight but also draw inspiration from the brilliance and
compassion of this extraordinary monarch.
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