Discover the Charming and Historic
Stockbridge Through an Unforgettable
Walking Tour

An to Stockbridge

Welcome to Stockbridge, Massachusetts, a picturesque town nestled in the heart
of the Berkshire Mountains. Known for its timeless beauty and rich historical
significance, Stockbridge is a destination that truly captures the essence of New
England. This article is part of the Look Up America series, which aims to

immerse readers in the beauty and cultural heritage of small towns across the
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United States. Join us on a journey to discover the hidden gems of Stockbridge

through an enchanting walking tour.

Embarking on the Walking Tour

Before we begin our walking tour, let's set the stage. Imagine strolling down the
tree-lined streets, admiring the meticulously preserved colonial houses, and
breathing in the crisp mountain air. Stockbridge is a place where time seems to
stand still, allowing visitors to embrace the tranquility and charm that has

attracted artists, writers, and renowned thinkers for generations.
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As you start your tour, make sure to visit the iconic Red Lion Inn, a historic
landmark that has been offering warm hospitality since the late 18th century. Step
inside and enjoy the timeless ambience, complete with cozy fireplaces, vintage

furnishings, and delicious culinary experiences.
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Exploring the Historic Main Street

Continuing along Main Street, be prepared to take a step back in time. The well-
preserved colonial houses that line the street tell stories of a bygone era. Admire
the elegant Georgian and Federal-style architecture, and don't miss the Mission

House, a beautifully preserved house museum that offers a glimpse into

Stockbridge's past.

As you stroll further, you'll come across the Stockbridge Library, a quaint Victorian
building that houses a vast collection of literature and serves as a community

hub. Take a moment to step inside and soak up the peaceful atmosphere.

Delving into Art and Culture

Stockbridge is not only rich in history but also in its appreciation for the arts. The
town has been a muse for many renowned artists, including Norman Rockwell,
whose iconic paintings often depict scenes from Stockbridge. A visit to the
Norman Rockwell Museum is a must for art enthusiasts. Explore the extensive
collection of Rockwell's breathtaking illustrations and gain insight into his artistic

process.

For those seeking a captivating theatrical experience, the Berkshire Theatre
Group offers a diverse program of performances ranging from classic plays to
contemporary productions. Book your tickets in advance to ensure you don't miss

out on this extraordinary cultural experience.

Nature's Serenity at its Finest

No visit to Stockbridge would be complete without immersing yourself in the
scenic beauty that surrounds the town. Pack a picnic and head to the Stockbridge

Bowl, a stunning glacial lake perfect for a day of relaxation and adventure. Take a



leisurely stroll along the lake's shore or rent a kayak to explore its crystal-clear

waters.

If you're seeking a longer hike, the nearby Monument Mountain offers
breathtaking views of the Berkshire Mountains. Challenge yourself to reach the

summit and be rewarded with panoramic vistas that will leave you in awe.

A Taste of Stockbridge

After a day of exploration, indulge in Stockbridge's culinary delights. Whether
you're craving a classic New England lobster roll or a farm-to-table dining
experience, the town offers a variety of options to suit every palate. Local
favorites such as the Once Upon a Table and the Red Lion Inn's dining room are

sure to satisfy your cravings.

Beyond Stockbridge

While Stockbridge itself is a treasure trove of beauty and history, there are many
nearby attractions worth exploring. Just a short drive away, you'll find the Edith
Wharton's The Mount, an elegant estate and garden that once belonged to the
famous author. Immerse yourself in Wharton's world as you stroll through the

meticulously designed gardens and explore the luxurious interiors.

For history enthusiasts, a visit to the Hancock Shaker Village is a must. Step back
in time and discover the simplicity of Shaker life through interactive exhibits,

workshops, and guided tours.

As our walking tour of Stockbridge, Massachusetts comes to an end, we hope
you have fallen in love with this charming town just as we have. Stockbridge

encapsulates the timeless charm and vibrant history of New England, offering



visitors a glimpse into the region's past while providing a serene escape from the

modern world.

So, when planning your next trip, consider embarking on a walking tour of
Stockbridge. Experience the magic that awaits around every corner, and let
yourself be captivated by a town that has inspired generations of artists, writers,

and dreamers.

Don't miss out on the opportunity to be part of our Look Up America Series and
immerse yourself in the beauty and heritage of small towns across the United
States. Join us as we continue to discover the hidden gems that make this

country so remarkable.
© 2022 Look Up America Series. All rights reserved.
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There is no better way to see America than on foot. And there is no better way to
appreciate what you are looking at than with a walking tour. Whether you are
preparing for a road trip or just out to look at your own town in a new way, a
downloadable walking tour from walkthetown.com is ready to explore when you

are.

Each walking tour describes historical and architectural landmarks and provides
pictures to help out when those pesky street addresses are missing. Every tour
also includes a quick primer on identifying architectural styles seen on American

streets.

Stockbridge is the second oldest town in the Berkshires, after Sheffield,
established in 1834 as a mission for the Mahican Indian tribe. Their missionary
was a Yale reverend named John Sergeant and under his guidance “Indian Town”
was a great success and Stockbridge, named for the town in Hampshire, England
from which the mission hoped to elicit funds, was incorporated as a town in 1739.
Unfortunately Sergeant would live only a decade longer and relations with the
Stockbridge Indians deteriorated rapidly. By 1785 their land was sold and the
impoverished tribe was led out of the Berkshires - by a son of John Sergeant - to
Oneida County, New York where they would gain some notoriety through the

writings of James Fenimore Cooper.

The town was little noticed for its first 100 years until the railroad arrived in 1850.
But unlike other towns where the Iron Horse brought industry and commerce, to
Stockbridge it brought wealthy New Yorkers looking to escape the stale summer
air. They built impressive “Berkshire cottages” around town and in America’s
Gilded Age Stockbridge gained a reputation as the “inland Newport.” In 1853
America’s first village beautification organization, the Laurel Hill Association, was

formed and continues to this day.



The town gained a reputation as a mecca for writers and artists and it turned out
that it would be a magazine illustrator would ingrain Stockbridge into the national
psyche. Norman Rockwell spent the final 25 years of his life in Stockbridge, using
the downtown scenes for his cover paintings in the Saturday Evening Post and
others. And ever since the town has taken pains to insure that those indelible

images are not going to go away anytime soon.

Our walking tour will begin off Stockbridge’s busy Main Street and down by the
meandering Housatonic River where there is a small park and space for cars and
we’ll head up into the town to see why Rockwell once declared, “Stockbridge is

the best of America, the best of New England”...
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