Discover the Astonishing Wildlife Near Your
Home with Dallas Lore Sharp

Have you ever wondered about the incredible wildlife residing right outside your
door? The beauty and wonders of nature often elude us in our daily hustle.
However, taking a moment to appreciate the wildlife near your home can provide

a sense of awe and a deeper connection with the world around us.

Renowned nature writer Dallas Lore Sharp has dedicated his life to studying and
documenting the local wildlife, emphasizing the importance of observation and
appreciation. In this article, we will delve into Sharp's work, explore the intriguing
wildlife he has encountered, and inspire you to engage with nature on your

doorstep.

The Importance of Observing Wildlife

Observing wildlife can be a transformative experience that allows us to withess
the intricate web of life and gain a deeper understanding of our environment.
Dallas Lore Sharp firmly believed in the power of observation, stating that "Not
until we learn the eyes to see, and the ears to hear, and the brains to interpret, do

we begin to live in the world in which we are placed."
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Sharp encourages us to slow down and take notice of the subtle details that
make up the world around us. By doing so, we can develop a profound
appreciation for the diverse array of creatures that coexist alongside us every

day.

Discovering Wildlife in Unexpected Places

When it comes to wildlife, we often imagine vast forests or sprawling national
parks. However, Dallas Lore Sharp reminds us that astonishing wildlife can be

found just outside our windows.

Step into your backyard or local park, and you'll be amazed by the variety of
creatures that call these spaces home. From colorful birds and butterflies to
curious squirrels and rabbits, the wildlife near your home is just waiting to

captivate your attention.

Sharp's captivating stories and vivid descriptions will take you on a journey
through these familiar spaces, revealing the hidden treasures and surprising

behavior of the wildlife that surrounds us.

Exploring Ecosystems in Your Neighborhood

One of the fascinating aspects of wildlife near your home is observing the
intricate ecosystems that sustain these creatures. Dallas Lore Sharp was a

master at unraveling the interconnectedness of all living beings.

You may find that a small garden pond serves as a thriving habitat for tadpoles

and dragonflies. A cluster of trees becomes a sanctuary for birds to build their
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nests and sing their melodious tunes. Flowering plants attract an abundance of

pollinators, aiding in the propagation of life.

By exploring these ecosystems, you begin to realize that you are not the sole
occupant of your living space. Rather, you are part of a dynamic tapestry of life,

interwoven with flora and fauna on a small scale.

Protecting and Preserving Local Wildlife

As we develop a deeper connection with the wildlife near our homes, it becomes
crucial to protect and preserve their habitats. Dallas Lore Sharp's writings often

highlighted the fragile balance between human needs and the needs of nature.

Simple acts like planting native plants, providing food and water sources for birds,
and reducing pesticide use can go a long way in creating a safe environment for
local wildlife. Getting involved in local conservation efforts or supporting

organizations can also make a significant impact.

A Call to Immerse Yourself in Nature

, Dallas Lore Sharp's work serves as a gentle reminder that the wildlife near our
homes is not something to be taken for granted. By immersing ourselves in
nature's wonders, we cultivate a profound connection with the natural world and

ultimately foster a desire to protect it.

So, grab a pair of binoculars, step outside, and embark on an incredible journey
of discovery. Uncover the extraordinary diversity of wildlife living next door, and

allow yourself to be captivated by the beauty and intricacy of the natural world.
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IN PERSIMMON-TIME

The season of ripe persimmons in the pine-barren region of New Jersey falls
during the days of frosty mornings, of wind-strewn leaves and dropping nuts.
Melancholy days these may be in other States, but never such here. The robin
and the wren—I am not sure about all of the wrens—are flown, just as the poet
says; but the jay and the crow are by no means the only birds that remain. Bob
White calls from the swales and "cut-offs"; the cardinal sounds his clear, brilliant
whistle in the thickets; and the meadow-lark, scaling across the pastures, flirts his
tail from the fence-stake and shouts, Can you see-e me? These are some of the
dominant notes that still ring through the woods and over the fields. Nor has
every fleck of color gone from the face of the out-of-doors. She is not yet a cold,
white body wrapped in her winding-sheet. The flush of life still lingers in the stag-
horn sumac, where it will burn brighter and warmer as the shortening days darken
and deaden; and there is more than a spark—it is a steady glow—on the
hillsides, where the cedar, pine, and holly stand, that will live and cheer us
throughout the winter. What the soil has lost of life and vigor the winds have
gained; and if the birds are fewer now, there is a stirring of other animal life in the

open woods and wilder places that was quite lost in the bustle of summer.
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The feast is finished and the games are on

Ripe and rimy with November's frosts

Swinging from the limbs by their long prehensile tails
Under such conditions he looks quite like a ferocious beast
Filing through the corn-stubs

Here on the fence we waited

He had stopped for a meal on his way out

Playing possum

She was standing off a dog

The cheerful little goldfinches, that bend the dried ragweeds

There she stood in the snow with head high, listening anxiously



And—dreamed

| shivered as the icy flakes fell thicker and faster

The meadow-mouse

It was Whitefoot

From his leafless height he looks down into the Hollow

It caught at the insects in the air

Unlike any bird of the light

They peek around the tree-trunks

The sparrow-hawk searching the fences for them

In October they are building their winter lodges

The glimpse of Reynard in the moonlight

They probe the lawns most diligently for worms

Even he loves a listener

She flew across the pasture

Putting things to rights in his house

A very ordinary New England "corner"

They are the first to return in the spring

Where the dams are hawking for flies

They cut across the rainbow

The barn-swallows fetch the summer

From the barn to the orchard

Across the road, in an apple-tree, built a pair of redstarts
Gathered half the gray hairs of a dandelion into her beak
In the tree next to the chebec's was a brood of robins.
The crude nest was wedged carelessly into the lowest fork of the tree,
so that the cats and roving boys could help themselves without trouble
| soon spied him on the wires of a telegraph-pole

He will come if May comes

Within a few feet of me dropped the lonely frightened quail



On they go to a fence-stake

It was a love-song

But the pair kept on together, chatting brightly

In a dead yellow birch

So close | can look directly into it

Uncle Jethro limbered his stiffened knees and went chuckling down the bank
The big moon was rising over the meadows

Section of muskrat's house

The snow has drifted over their house till only a tiny mound appears
They rubbed noses

Two little brown creatures washing calamus

She melted away among the dark pines like a shadow

She called me every wicked thing that she could think of

It was one of those cathedral-like clumps

They were watching me

A triumph of love and duty over fear

He wants to know where | am
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